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THO  S E 

WHO  HEAR,  READ,  AND  JUDGE 
WITH  IMPARTIALITY, 

i 

THIS  WORK 

IS  RESPECTFULLY  ADDRESSED. 


TO  THE  READER. 


It  will  be  recollected,  by  thofe  who 
have  perufed  the  fecond  edition  of  the 
TraCt  on  the  “ Influence  of  Metallic  'Trac- 
tors ,”  that  an  intention  was  there  fuggefted 
of  prefenting  the  Public  with  a tranflation 
of  Surgeons  Herholdt’s  and  Rafn’s  pub- 
lication oiiPerkinism.  In  this  work  was 
to  be  introduced  the  refult/  of  various  ex- 
periments in  England.  As  a promife  was 
there  made,  and  afterwards  repeated,  by 
advertifements  in  the  Newfpapers,  that  the 
book  would  be  publilhed  at  a much  earlier 
period,  its  delay  to  the  prefent  time  re- 
quires an  explanation. 

As  foon  as  the  tranflation  could  be  com- 
pleted, which  indeed  was  very  feafonably 
executed  by  Mr.  Kampfmuller,  it  was 
put  to  prefs  ; during  the  printing  of  which, 
that  no  time  might  be  loft,  the  Editor  was 
induftrious  in  communicating  with  thofe 
gentlemen  who  had  given  the  Metallic 
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Pradlice  the  moft  extenfive  trial,  to  procure 
ftatements  of  the  refult  of  their  experience. 
In  the  courfe  of  a few  weeks,  he  was  ac^ 
cordingly  fupplied  with  a great  variety  of 
cafes,  fufficiently  numerous,  indeed,  to 
fill  a moderate  folio.  The  few  of  thefe 
which  compofe  what  appear  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages  were  given  into  the  hands 
of  the  Printer,  and  the  work  was  in  great 
readinefs  to  be  publifhed  at  the  time  pro- 
pofed,  when  a circumflance  occurred 
which  caufed  an  irremediable  impediment; 
— this  was  a fudden  attack  of  a tedious 
and  diflreffing  illnefs. 

The  whole  copy  not  being  at  that  time 
written  out,  and  the  Editor  totally  inca- 
pable, from  the  feverity  of  his  fever,  of 
giving  the  book  or  the  pradtice  any  atten- 
tion, all  furtherprogrefs  was  totally  arrefted, 
until  his  recent  recovery.  Thefe  particulars 
it  becomes  neceffary  to  mention,  as  many, 
to  whom  the  book  had  been  perfonally 
promifed  fome  time  lince,  might  otherwife 
have  entertained  an  opinion  unfavourable 
to  his  pundluality. 


Among 


( « ) 

Among;  the  immenfe  mafs  of  com  muni- 
cations  of  cafes,  detailing  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Tradtors,  with  which  the  Editor  was  fup- 
plied,,  it  has  been  his  objedt  to  feledt  thofe' 
which  come  from  perfons  who  have  given 
them  an  extenlive  and  varied  experiment. 
Thefe  perlons  are  moft  competent  to  de- 
cide on  the  real  merits  of  the  Difcovery. 
Reports  of  this  clafs,  indeed,  were  prefer- 
red even  to  fuch  as  were  received  from  cha- 
racters of  rank,  or  of  the  medical  profe£ 
lion,  who  had  feen  lefs  of  the  Pradtice. 

It  would  have  been  the  Editor’s  with  to 
have  inferted  a greater  number  of  the 
cafes,  with  which  he  was  favoured  ; but  the 
few  he  has  introduced,  and  his  concluding 
remarks,  fo  dwelled  out  the  work,  that  he 
was  apprehenfive  it  was  already  too  bulky 
to  be  infured  of  a faithful  and  attentive 

Part  I, 

of  this  book,  which  is  devoted  to  the 
Damfh  cafes,  will  be  found  more  mtereff- 
insr  to  medical  readers,  than  to  thofe  who 
° have 
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have  not  fo  intimate  a knowledge  of 
technical  terms  ; yet  the  Notes,  which, 
it  will  be  obferved,  are  attached  to  thefe 
cafes,  will,  he  apprehends,  be  of  no 
inconfiderable  ufe  to  every  polfeflTor  of  the 
Tra61ors.  Thefe  No  tes,  as  pointing  out 
the  errors  of  others,  are  perhaps  better 
calculated  than  any  other  method  which 
could  be  adopted,  for  explaining  the  man- 
ner of  uhng  the  Tra£tors,  and,  what  is 
equally  important,  for  pointing  out  the  clafs 
of  difeafes  moft  fubjedl  to  their  influence. 

Moll  of  the  cafes  which  appear  in  the 
Danifh  publication,  were  made  under  cir- 
cumftances  fo  unfavourable  for  fair  trials , 
that  many  perfons  who  perufed  them  in  the 
manufcript,  before  they  were  fent  to  the 
prefs,  thought  it  but  doing  an  injuftice  to 
the  Difcovery  to  give  them  an  infertion  in 
this  work ; the  Editor,  however,  has  de- 
termined otherwife.  For  want  of  the  ne-. 
celfary  inflxudioris  for  ufing  the  Tradlors, 
the  Phyficians  of  Copenhagen  failed  in  nu- 
merous inftances ; but  as  the  caufes  of 
thefe  failures  are  extremely  evident,  and 


( xi  ) 

very  ealy  to  be  explained,  he  relbs  allured 
that  thofe  who  are  dilpofed  to  relpedt  the 
truth  will  appreciate  them  as  they  merit. 

Part  II, 

in  which  are  included  about  a hundred  and 
fifty  cafes,  that  have  occurred  in  England, 
will  be  found  more  interefling  and  fatisfac- 
tory  to  the  generality  of  readers.  The 
applications  here  were  made  by  perfons 
better  acquainted  with  the  pradtice,  and 
confequetitly  were  attended  with  greater 
fuccefs.  To  thefe  cafes,  therefore,  the 
Editor  begs  leave  to  refer  thofe  whole 
objedt  is  to  afcertain  to  what  extent,  and 
in  what  difeafes,  the  new  remedy  may  be 
fuccefsfully  employed. 

In  Part  III, 

are  introduced  feveral  experiments 
on  brutes,  as  horfes,  &c.  upon  which 
Ipecies,  it  is  fully  afcertained,  the  Tradlors 
are  as  efficacious  as  on  the  human 
body.  The  refults  of  the  trials  on  horfes 

offer 
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offer  to  the  oppofers  of  this  Pradlice  an  oc- 
eafion  for  a further  difplay  of  their  ingenu- 
ity, in  inventing  other  arguments  again# 
it,  than  that  of  the  effects  being  produced 
by  any  adtion  on  the  imagination. 

The  obfervations  under  the  head  “ Con- 
44  clusion,”  it  is  conceived,  will  not  be  re- 
garded as  unimportant.  A perfuafion  of 
their  utility  and  interefting  nature  to  thofe 
in  pofTeffion  of  the  Tradtors,  induced  the 
Editor  to  dwell  on  them  at  confiderable 
length.  Of  the  merits  of  the  fubjedl  treated 
of  in  the  Appendixes,  N°  II.  and  N°  III, 
the  reader  muft  judge. 

To  facilitate  the  reader’s  fearch  for  thq 
effedls  of  the  Tradtors  in  particular  difeafes, 
there  has  been  arranged  at  the  clofe  of  thq 
book  an  Index  of  the  Cases  in  alphabe- 
tical order.  By  adverting  to  this,  the  em 
quirer  can  immediately  learn,  whether  any 
difeafe  he  may  have  in  view  is  applicable 
to  the  Metallic  Pradtice,  and  if  fo,  by  turn- 
ing to  the  page  mentioned,  he  will  fee  the 
effedls  of  the  Tradtors  in  fuch  difeafe 
defcribed. 


This 
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This  volume  is  prefented  to  the  Public 
not  without  great  diffidence.  Much  of  the 
latter  part  of  the  book  was  written  during 
the  Editor’s  convalefcence,  and  many  in- 
accuracies muff  thereby  have  undoubtedly 
been  committed  ; but  thofe,  to  whom  alone 
it  is  addreffed,  will,  he  flatters  himlelf,  not 
withhold  all  reafonable  allowances.  The 
language  he  has  employed,  and  the  truths 
he  has  been  compelled  to  declare,  in  fome 
parts  of  the  work,  have  partaken  too  much 
of  the  nature  of  cenfure , to  have  afforded 
him  any  pleafure  in  the  detail.  The  fhafts 
of  interefi:  and  malevolence  having  been 
aimed  againfl  him,  he  conceived  he  was 
excufable  in  attempting  to  repel  them.  If 
in  this  however  he  has  erred,  he  muff  re- 

oret  the  misfortune,  which  indeed  will 
o 7 

not  be  a little  alleviated  in  his  own  breaff, 
by  refledfing  that  he  has  endeavoured 
well. 


In  this  place  it  is  proper  to  fuggeff  the 

Editor’s  intention  of  carrying  into  eftedf, 

the 
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the  enfuing  winter,  a Plan  which  he  hopes 
may  be  the  means  of  rendering  this  dis- 
covery ftill  more  ufeful  to  the  Public ; and 
this  is,  eftablifhing  an 

INSTITUTION  FOR  RELIEVING 
THE  POOR. 

It  has  occurred  to  him  that  fuch  an  infti- 
tution,  under  proper  arrangements,  might 
be  productive  of  beneficial  efFeCta  Thofe 
extenfive  and  ufeful  clafifes  of  inhabitants, 
under  the  denominations  of  fervants,  arti- 
ficers, labourers,  foldiers,  &c.  from  their 
necefiary  expofure  to  the  vici/fitudes  of 
the  weather,  are  perpetually  fubjeCt  to 
thofe  difeafes  which  are  moft  readily 
cured  by  the  new  remedy.  The  fufferings 
of  thefe  people,  from  rheumatifms  and  other 
acute  difeafes,  are  much  greater  than  is 
generally  known  by  thofe  whofe  fortune 
it  is  to  move  in  the  more  ealy  and 
elevated  fpheres  of  life.  The  patient 
will  here  poflfefs  an  advantage  which 
is  not  to  be  had  at  other  private  medical 
§ dilpenfaries. 
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difpenfaries.  Several  phyficians  in  Lon- 
don, are  in  the  habit  of  devoting  a few 
hours  of  the  day,  once  a week,  to  the 
benevolent  purpofe  of  giving  advice  gra- 
tis, but  the  medicine  is  not  alfo  given 
away,  and  the  expence  of  this  is  no  incon- 
fiderable  thing  for  the  indigent  fufferer. 
Here  no  expence  will  be  incurred.  If,  on 
the  fir  ft  examination,  their  complaints 
{hall  be  found  fuitable  to  the  Pra£tice,  their 
names  may  be  entered  on  the  books,  and 
permiffion  given  them  to  receive  the  ap- 
plication daily,  for  as  long  a time  as  fhall 
be  deemed  neceffary.  Appropriate  and 
extenfive  apartments  will  be  procured,  and 
three  hours  each  morning  devoted  to  luper- 
intending  the  applications,  either  by  the 
Editor  himfelf,  or  a medical  affiftant.  Dui- 
ing  that  time  a great  number  of  patients 
will  be  enabled  to  receive  the  benefit  of 
the  operations,  as  they  may  be  inftru&ed 
to  ufe  the  Tra6tors  on  each  other. 

To  prevent  thofe  impofitions  and  idle 
applications,  which  an  unlimited  permiL 
fion  of  admittance  would  give  rife  to,  it 

will 


I 
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Will  be  found  neceffarv  to  circulate  In  vita- 

j 

tions,  among  perfons  of  refpeflability,  to 
recommend,  at  all  times,  fuch  poor  perfons 
as  they  fhall  conceive  to  be  fuitable  fub- 
je£ls.  To  none  could  the  Editor,  with 
greater  propriety,  beftow  thefe  invitations, 
and  by  none  indeed  may  the  indulgence  be 
more  juftly  claimed,  than  thofe  who  have 
purchafed  the  Traclors.  It  will,  therefore, 
be  his  care,  that  thofe  who  refide  in  this  me- 
tropolis, and  with  whofe  addreffes  he  is 
favoured,  be  feafonably  notified  on  this  head. 
If  it  fhall  be  found  that  fo  great  a number 
of  patients,  from  the  recommendation  of 
purchafers  alone  do  not  apply,  as  can  with 
convenience  be  attended  to,  the  fame  in- 
dulgence will  be  extended  to  fome  others. 

Of  the  place  for  this  eftablifhment,  and 
other  particulars,  neceffary  to  be  mentioned, 
notice  will  be  feafonably  communicated.  It 
willnot  be  opened,  for  the  reception  of  pati- 
ents, until  the  approach  of  cold  weather, 
when  the  complaints,  fuitable  for  this  Prac- 
tice, begin  to  prevail.  During  the  warmer 
months  of  the  year,  the  Tra&ors  are  com- 
paratively 
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paratively  of  little  ufe,  as  the  body  is  gene- 
rally covered  with  perforation,  and  the 
proper  difeafes  are  fcarcely  to  be  met 
with. 


The  Tractors,  with  printed  Directions  for 
their  nfe  in  families,  may  be  had  of  the 
Editor,  at  his  houfe  in  Leicefter  Square, 
price  Five  Guineas  the  let. — To  prevent 
frauds  and  impohtions,  every  genuine  fet 
of  the  Tractors  is  ffamped  with  the  words 
“ Perkins  Patent  Tractors  and  to 
the  paper  of  directions,  attending  them, 
is  fubjoined  a Receipt  for  the  Five  Guineas, 
numbered  and  ligned  in  his  hand-writing ; 
thus,  “ Benjamin  Douglas  Perkins.”  The 
hours  of  attendance  on  Patients  at  home, 
are  from  Nine  to  Three  o’clock  in  the 
Morning:.  The  remainder  of  the  dav  is 
devoted  to  Patients  abroad. 


Leicefter  Square, 
September  24  th  1 799. 
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PART  I. 


Vs 


EXPERIMENTS 

WITH 

DR.  PERKINS’S  METALLIC  TRACTORS , 

AT 

COPENHAGEN. 


PREFATORY  to  the  following  trans- 
lation of  Surgeons  Herholdt’s  and 
Rafn’s  work  on  Perkinism,  it  may  "be 
proper  to  obferve,  that  the  cafes  there  in- 
troduced, having  been  communicated  by 
medical  men,  were  drawn  up  in  medical 
language.  Indeed  there  feemed  among  the 
writers  a greater  attachment  to  technical 
terms,v  than  is  ufually  met  with  in  limilar 
publications,  in  this  country.  With  a view 
of  rendering  thefe  more  intelligible  to  the 

B common 


( * ) 

cofnmon  clafs  of  readers,  the  plain  Englidi 
language  is  fubdituted,  and  the  original 

o o o 

Latin  terms  retained  in  brackets.  In  one 
or  two  indances,  where  an  unintereding 
and  tedious  detail  of  a cafe  was  given,  it 
was  thought  proper  to  abbreviate  it,  ri- 
gidly adhering  however  to  the  meaning  of 
the  writer. 

* 

The  critic  will  undoubtedly  obferve 
fome  of  the  native  German  idiom,  which, 
in  elegant  tranflations,  it  is  ever  an  ob- 
je<d  to  avoid.  This  mud:  not  be  im- 
puted as  a fault  of  the  Tranflator,  Mr. 
Kampfmuller,  who  is  a man  of  letters  and 
abilities,  but  to  the  Editor’s  earned:  injunc- 
tion, that  more  attention  be  paid  to  giving 
the  meaning  of  the  original  literally,  than 
elegantly.  The  Editor’s  remarks,  which 
indeed  will  only  be  met  with  in  one  or  two 
of  the  fird  pages,  can  readily  be  didinguifh- 
ed  from  the  tranflated  matter.  The  title 
of  the  work  in  quedion  is  as  follows  : 

VON  DEM  PERKINISMUS,  ODER  DEN  META  LI  NA- 
DELN  DES  D.  PERKINS  IN  NORDAMERJKA,  NEBST 

AMERI- 


AMERIKANISCHEN  ZEUGNKSEN,  UND  VERSUCHEN 
KOPENHAGENER  AERZTE.  HERAUSGEGEJBEN  VON 
DEN  HERREN  DIVISIONS  CHIRURGUS  HERHOLDT 
UND  ASSESSOR  RAFN.  AUS  DEM  DANISCHEN  UBER- 
SETZT  UND  MIT  ANMERKUNGEN  BEGLEITET  VON 
D.  JOHANN  CLEMENS  TODE,  DER  ARZNEYWISSENS- 
CHAFT  ORDENTLICHEM  PROFESSOR  UND  KONIG- 
LICHEM  HOFMEDICUS. 

TRANSLATION. 

« ON  PERKINISM,  OR  THE  METALLIC  TRAC- 
TORS (a)  OF  DR.  PERKINS  OF  NORTH  AMERICA ; 
WITH  THE  AMERICAN  TESTIMONIES,  AND  THE 
EXPERIMENTS  OF  PHYSICIANS  AT  COPENHAGEN. 
PUBLISHED  BY  M.  HERHOLDT,  SURGEON  OF  DI- 
VISION, AND  M.  RAFN,  ASSESSOR.  TRANSLATED 
FROM  THE  DANISH  INTO  THE  GERMAN,  AND 
ACCOMPANIED  WITH  NOTES  (b),  BY  DR.  JOHN 
CLEMENS  TODE,  PROFESSOR  OF  MEDICINE,  AND 
ROYAL  PHYSICIAN.  WITH  ONE  PLATE.  COPEN- 
HAGEN, PRINTED  BY  FREDERIC  BRUMMER  1798.” 

(a)  This  is  tranflated  in  the  German  “Nadeln,” 
but  we  (hall  retain  the  Englifh  term  Tractors. 

(b)  Tbefe  Notes  of  Dr.  Tode  are  of  a very  extraor- 
dinary nature,  and  (hall  be  noticed  at  the  clofe  of  the 
Dani(h  experiments. 

The  Author  regrets  that  he  has  not  been  able  to 
procure  the  original  Danifti  edition  of  Mefl'rs.  Her- 
h o ldt  and  Rafn  j having  only  received  the  German 

of  Dr.  Tode. 

B 2.  Surgeons 
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Surgeons  Herholdt  and  RAFNaddrefs 
the  public  as  follows : 

“ Dodlor  Perkins,  of  Plainfield,  in  North 
America,  is  the  difcoverer  of  a new  and 
Angular  remedy  for  pains,  inflammations, 
and  many  nervous  difeafes.  This  remedy 
we  believe  is  entirely  unknown  in  Europe. 
As  we  have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  pro- 
cure, not  only  the  neceflfary  inflxuments, 
but^alfo  the  pamphlet  which  Dr.  Perkins 
has  published-  in  America,  concerning  this 
difcovery  ; and  as  feveral  phyficians  in  Co- 
penhagen and  its  neighbourhood  are  now 
repeating  his  experiments,  we  conceive  an 
account  of  it  will  be  acceptable  to  our 
readers.” 

After  delcribing  the  fhape  and  appear- 
ance of  the  Tractors,  which  they  exem- 
plify by  an  engraving,  they  next  proceed 
to  give  a tranflation  of  the  printed  Directions 
for  uflng  them.  Of  thefe,  with  very  great 
propriety,  they  complain,  as  being  too  con- 

cife  < 
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cife  and  inefficient  for  affording  the  in- 
ftrutftion  neceffary  for  a proper  comprehen- 
fion  of  the  difeafes,  in  which  this  remedy 
is  to  be  employed,  and  of  the  mode  of  its 
application.  vThis  indeed  is  much  to  be 
regretted,  as  in  the  courfe  of  their  experi- 
ments,  the  TracStors  were  often  ufed  in  dif- 
eafes which  have  been  fince  exprefsly 
pointed  out  as  not  fubject  to  their  influ- 
ence; and  it  is  alfo  the  more  to  be  la- 
mented, as  thofe  feveral  charadters,  who 
carried  on  this  enquiry,  pofTeffed  in  fo 
eminent  a degree  the  abilities  as  well  as 
candour  requifite  for  an  impartial  invefti- 
gation.  PofTeffed  of  proper  documents, 
they  would  have  been  much  more  compe- 
tent for  coming  to  juft  conclufions  on  the 
merits  of  the  practice. 

The  fuccefs  which  attended  their  ex- 
periments, notwithftanding  thefe  embar- 
raftments,  may  give  fome  idea  of  what 
would  have  been  the  refult,  had  they 
been  provided  with  the  necejjary  uijlruc- 
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iions.  The  Directions  which  they  re^« 
ceived  were  the  fame  which  the  difco-^ 
verer  made  public  on  firft  announcing  the 
TraCtors  in  America ; and  as  his  pra&ice 
at  that  early  period  was  quite  in  its  in- 
fancy, it  could  not  be  expeCled  that 
fo  ample  and  complete  inftmftion  fhould 
then  be  given,  as  after  it  had  met  with  a 
more  extenfive  and  varied  experiment.  It 
is  proper  to  mention  this,  as  it  will  appear 
hereafter  that  the  failure  of  fuccefs  in  fe- 
veral  of  their  experiments  was  owing  to  a 
want  of  due  information  on  this  fubjedl. 
Examples  of  thefe,  together  with  fuch  other 
remarks  as  are  thought  important,  will  be 
feen  in  Notes. 

After  introducing  the  whole  of  the 
American  pamphlet,  Melfrs.  Heri-ioldt 
and  Rafn  preface  the  Danifh  experiments 
with  the  following  remarks  ; acquainting 
the  public  by  what  means  the  Tractors  be- 
came known  at  Copenhagen : 


“ The 
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“ The  lady  of  Major  Oxholm,  having 
been  lately  in  America,  had  feen  and  heard 
much  of  the  great  effe£b  of  Perki  nism  (c). 
Influenced  by  a moft  benevolent  difpcfltion, 
fhe  brought  thefe  Tra61ors  and  the  pam- 
phlet with  her  to  Europe,  with  a laudable 
deflre  of  extending  their  utility  to  her  fuf- 
fering  countrymen.  My  friend  Frederic 
Snider,  hearing  of  this  circum fiance,  and 
being;  in  the  habit  of  communicating;  to 
me  [Herholdt]  every  thing  which  oc- 
curs to  him  that  is  interefting  to  fcience, 
obtained  permiflion  of  the  Major’s  lady  to 
acquaint  me  with  this  difcovery,  and  to 
fupply  me  with  the  Metallic  Tra£iors.  For 
this  favour  we  acknowledge  great  obliga- 
tions, not  only  on  our  own  part,  but  alio 
in  behalf  of  fcience.” 

( c ) On  the  firfl:  mention  of  the  term  Perkinism  in 
the  Danifh  pamphlet,  M.  Herholdt  has  this  note: 
u Ad  rnodum  Gahanlfmum viz.  That  like  GALVAN- 
ISM, the  term  is  derived  from  the  name  of  the  dis- 
coverer. 1 

B 4 
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PROCEEDINGS  IN  CONSEQUENCE. 

£<  Having  perufed  the  teftimonies  re- 
flecting the  efficacy  of  the  Metallic  Trac- 
tors, and  having  feen  it  confirmed  by  fo 
great  a number  of  characters  worthy  of 
. credit,  fome  of  whom  are  known  to  us, 
as  enlightened  phyficians  and  of  great  re- 
putation, it  was  natural  that  this  fhould 
awaken  in  us  a defire  of  trying  the  experi- 
ments. The  impotency  of  medicine  in 
moft  of  the  difeafes  mentioned,  and  the  re- 
flection that  Perkinism  was  neither  trou- 
blefome,  or  a very  coftly  remedy,  and  that 
it  did  not  occafion  the  lead:  inconvenience, 
but  on  the  contrary  was  faid  to  afford  re- 
lief “ cito , tuto , et  jucunde  ” were  all  mo- 
tives to  increafe  this  defire.  This  induced 
us  to  inform  our  practifmg  phyficians  of 
the  contents  of  the  pamphlet,  to  engage 
them  to  procure  the  Tractors,  and  to  try 
their  efficacy.  Here  follows  the  refult  of 
the  experiments,  fo  far  as  they  have  been 
communicated  to  us,  and  made  by  our- 
felves.” 
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EXTRACT 


OF  THE 

REPORT  OF  EXPERIMENTS, 

Made  in  the  Courfe  of  February  1798,  in  the  Surgeons  Side  of 
FREDERIC'S  HOSPITAL, 


■WITH  THE 

TRACTORS, 

AND  VARIOUS  OTHER  METALS,  AS 
SILVER,  LEAD,  BISMUTH,  ZINK,  BRASS,  IRON,  AND  COPPER, 

Communicated  by  Schumacher, 

Profeffor  and  Surgeon  of  the  Hofpital.  March  8th,  1798. 


A. 

Case  I. 

Toftegaard,  aged  31,  lying  in  the 
lick  room,  letter  I,  had,  on  the  13th  Fe- 
bruary, an  acute  pain  in  the  right  knee. 
All  thefe  feveral  metals,  except  the  Trac- 
tors, were  applied.  On  the  application  of 
fome  of  them  he  felt  a burning  pain  to  the 

toes, 
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toes,  and  afterwards  relief.  The  points  of 
ebony  and  ivory  were  tried  ; no  fuch  heat 
was  perceived  here.  During  the  applica- 
tion there  feemed  fome  mitigation  of  pain, 
but  it  immediately  returned.  The  me- 
tals were  ufed  again,  and  afforded  evident 
relief ; and  on  being  repeated  daily,  until 
the  prefent  8th  of  March,  (23  days)  the 
difeafe  is  almofl:  entirely  gone. 

• Case  II. 

Jens  Lynge,  alfo  in  let.  I,  aged  32, 
had  a white  J welling  [fungus  articuli]  in  his 
right  knee,  accompanied  with  continual 
pain,  which  at  intervals  was  very  fevere. 
The  24th  of  February,  when  the  pain  had 
been  for  fome  time  very  violent,  thefe  me- 
tals were  applied,  and  they  produced  a 
burning  heat  from  the  knee  all  the  way 
down  the  bone  of  the  leg  [tibia].  The  ap- 
plications were  repeated  about  ten  days, 
and  confiderable  benefit  was  obtained, 
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Case  III. 

John  Bomgarden,  alfo  in  let.  I,  aged 
32,  had  a fiffnefs  in  his  right  knee  aU 
tended  with  fome  pain.  The  experiments 
with  the  metals  were  begun  on  the  15th  of 
February,  and  continued  to  the  28  th,  when 
the  pain  and  ftiffnefs  had  very  much  di- 
pain  ifhed. 


Case  IV. 

r 

Joachim,  in  let.  G,  aged  52,  had  been 
for  fome  time  afflidted  with  the  gout  in  his 
left  arm.  He  was  Perkinised  with  the 
Metallic  Tradlors  which  came  from  Ame- 
rica. During  their  application  the  pain 
very  much  diminifhed,  and  he  recovered. 

Case  V. 

Elizabeth,  in  let.  C,  aged  10,  had 
pains  in  the  left  fide  of  the  head , from  a 
blow  fhc  had  received  five  years  ago,  and 

befide. 
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be  fide,  an  inflammation  in  the  left  eye.  The 
metal  bifmuth  was  twice  applied,  after 
which  the  watering  in  the  eye  increafed, 
but  file  could  with  more  eafe  look  at  the 
light,  and  the  pain  in  the  head  was  lefs. 
The  Tradlors  were  ufed,  and  the  pain  in 
the  head  ceafed  entirely,  and  has  not  re- 
turned fince. 

Case  VI. 

Godfrey,  in  let.  B,  aged  40,  had  for. 
fome  weeks  a confide rable  j welling  [gan- 
glion] on  the  great  procefs  [trochanter]  oj 
his  right  thigh , which  was  accompanied 
with  a pain  that  extended  from  the  hip 
nerve  [nervus  ifchiaticus]  down  to  the  leg. 
On  the  2d  of  February,  the  Metallic  Trac- 
tors from  America  were  applied.  During 
their  application  he  felt  a flrong  twitching 
in  the  mufcles  ; the  pain  increafed  with 
burning,  which  lafled  about  two  hours,  af- 
ter which  it  became  eafy.  Various  other 
compofitions  of  metals,  as  lead,  zink,  and 
bifmuth,  were  then  tried.  Thefe  produced 

fome 
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ibme  eftedt,  but  the  twitching  was  not  as 
before  obferved.  On  the  12th,  the  Tra£tors 
were  repeated,  during  which  the  pain,  as 
formerly,  increafed,  with  burning,  and  con- 
tinued near  two  hours  and  a half.  The 
ufual  pains  afterwards  were  diminifhed  re- 
markably, and  they  left  the  patient  entirely 
in  a couple  of  days. 

Case  VII. 

Peter  Alsing,  in  let.  B,  aged  71,  had 
a violent  pain  in  the  region  of  his  right  elbow. 
Silver  and  zink  were  tried  upon  him  with- 
out much  benefit. 

Case  VIII. 

Sidze,  in  let.  E,  aged  25,  had  a [Ptery- 
gium inflammatorium]  an  inflamed  film  on 
the  left  eye , with  pains  in  the  face , but  more 
particularly  in  her  head.  The  various  me- 
tals before  mentioned  were  applied,  from 
fome  of  which  fhe  experienced  benefit. 
On  a trial  of  the  points  of  ivory  f dj  and 

ebony, 

( d ) The  oppofers  of  the  Tractors  in  America,  at 
firft  averted,  that  their  effects  were  afcribable  to  the 
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ebony,  the  eye  was  for  a moment  eafier^ 
but  foon  it  /welled, , which  was  not  obferved 
on  the  application  of  the  metals. 

Imagination  ; but  on  ascertaining  that  infants  and  perfons 
in  epileptic  fits,  where  no  imagination  exifled,  were  alike 
relieved,  then  it  was  faid  they  were  owing  to  the  mecha- 
nical irritation  of  the  points  of  the  inftruments.  Relief 
they  urged  could  be  given  by  uncondudfing  fubftances, 
as  pointed  ivory.  See.  This  mode  of  explanation  proved 
equally  erroneous ; for,  on  enquiry,  theie  patients  were 
always  found  to  be  weak-minded  and  credulous,  and  their 
complaints  of  a nature  that  could  not  afford  occular 
proof  of  an  alteration.  On  trying  fuch  pointed  fubftances 
in  acute  inflammations,  as  in  eryfipelas,  burns,  fealds, 
inflammations  of  the  eyes,  &c.  it  was  found  that  the 
difeafe,  inftead  of  being  diminifhed,  was  increafed.  As 
in  the  inflamed  eye  above,  the  patient  might  be  induced 
to  fay  it  was  for  a moment  eafier,  yet  the  parts  foon 
fvvelled,  and  became  worfe  from  their  irritation.  Thus 
the  pains  in  the  knee  alfo,  in  Cafe  I.,  (a)  is  faid  to 
have  been  mitigated,  but  it  foon  returned,  and  was 
afterwards  cured  by  the  metals.  The  influence  of  fear 
is  well  known  from  the  common  occurrence  of  the 


(a)  This  cafe  has  been  inaccurately  ftated  by  a very  refpe&able 
litex-ary  Journal  in  this  country,  from  an  error  in  trunflating  ; 
and  though  it  was  con-e£ted  among  the  errata  in  the  number  for 
the  next  month,  it  has  fcveral  times  been  quoted.  Inftead  of  dat- 
ing that  the  pain  foon  returned  in' the  knee,  and  was  afterwards 
cured  by  the  metals,  it  faid  “ the  ivory  points  cured  the  knee.” 

ceffation 
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Case  IX. 

Luis  Paulsen,  in  let.  S.  S,  aged  38,  had 
a violent  pain  in  the  left  fide  and  the  back 
part  of  his  head.  He  was  Perkinised 
with  the  Tradlors  only  once,  and  the  pain 
ceafed,  though  fome  forenefs  remained  a 
fhort  time  afterwards. 


ccflation  of  pain  in  a tooth,  when  the  terrific  inftrument 
for  extracting  it  is  prefented  to  the  view  of  the  alarmed 
fufferer.  This,  however,  is  only  obferved  in  complaints 
unattended  with  acute  external  inflammation ; when, 
therefore,  experiments  are  made  to  afcertain  this  point, 
they  fhould  not  be  tried  on  pains  which  may  be  frighten • 
ed  away , but  in  real  inflammatory  difeafes , 


EXPERIMENTS  OF  M.  KLINBERG# 


Case  I. 

A lady,  36  years  of  age,  had  been,  dur- 
ing four  weeks,  affli&ed  by  a moji  violent 
rheumatic  pain  [malum  ifchiaticum  accu- 
tum]  in  her  left  hip , and  extending  to  the 
thigh  of  the  fame  fide.  Mercurials  mended 
her  fituation  fo  far,  that  die  was  not  cxer- 
cifed  with  very  great  pains,  except  when  fhe 
moved  her  knee  or  attempted  to  walk. 
She  was  therefore  obliged  to  keep  all.  the 
lower  extremity  extended  without  moving. 
As  the  ftiffnefs  had  continued  for  fome 
weeks,  notwithftanding  the  above  reme- 
dies, I was  curious  to  fee  the  effects  of 
Perkinism  : I made  the  firfl  experi- 
ment on  the  2d  of  March  in  the  evening. 
During  the  application  fhe  did  not  per- 
ceive any  alteration,  but  a quarter  of  an 
hour  afterwards  ti  very  violent  pain  feized 

her 


( l7  ) 


her,  all  over  her  leg  and  foot.  In  this  fi- 
tuation  fhe  remained  the  whole  night,  and 
the  pain  by  paroxyfms  affe6ted  all  the  lower 
extremity  on  the  right  fide. 

The  next  day,  on  their  application,  the 
pain  ceafed  a little,  and  the  ftiffnefs  in  the 
flip,  had,  according  to  the  patient’s  declara- 
tion, fomething  diminifhed.  4th,  her  night 
had  been  comfortable  : Perkinism  wras 
applied  in  the  evening,  after  which  fhe  had 
again  an  attack  of  pain,  but  not  fo  violent 
as  the  laft.  It  was  remarkable,  that  the 
pain  drew  this  time  towards  the  arms  and 
back,  where,  during  all  her  ficknefs,  fhe 
had  never  felt  any. 

The  5th,  they  diminifhed  the  pains 
again,  and  the  ftiffnefs  in  the  hip  was 
now  remarkably  leffened.  Perkinism 
was  applied  the  following  days  until  the 
$th,  morning  and  evening,  without  any 
confiderable  alteration,  except  that  imme- 
diately after  the  application  fhe  felt  an 

C acute 
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acute  pain  in  different  parts  of  the  body, 
which  however  went  off  in  a couple  of 
hours.  The  former  ftiffnefs,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  now  almoft  entirely  gone,  fo  much 
that  fire  can  tread  upon  the  ground,  and 
even  walk  fome  heps,  which  file  had  not 
been  able  to  do  for  nine  weeks  before  (e). 

(Signed)  W.  Klingberg, 

Surgeon  of  Referve  in  the  Navy, 
and  Candidate  at  Frederic’s 
Hofpital. 

9th  March  1798. 


(e)  The  Tra&ors  in  this  cafe,  and  indeed  in  all  others 
of  pains  in  the  hip,  fhould  have  been  extended  quite  to 
the  toes.  So  long  a time  would  not  have  been  neceffary 
for  giving  that  relief  which  was  obtained,  and  the  pains 
would  not  have  thus  fcattered  about  the  body,  had  they 
been  conducted  off  at  the  extremity. 
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MR.  STEFFENS’S  EXPERIMENTS. 

Agreeably  to  your  requeft,  I fend  you  an 
account  of  the  effedls  I have  feen  of  Per- 
kinism.  I have  employed  it  upon  fome 
without  material  benefit ; with  others,  on 
the  contrary,  the  pain  was  inftantaneoufly 
removed.  Three  cafes  are  particularly  re- 
markable. 

Case  I. 

A man,  who  for  fome  time  had  been 
afflidted  with  flying  gouty  pains , was  Per- 
kinised  for  a hip  gout  [malum  ifchiati- 
cum]  with  which  he  had  been  affiidted  for 
fome  weeks.  I conduced  the  points  of  the 
Tradlors  from  the  large  procefs  of  the  thigh 
bone  [trocanter  major]  to  the  large  mufcle 
on  the  rump  [mufculis  glutaeus].  When  I 
had  given  about  fifty  ftrokes,  he  felt  the 
pain  where  the  Tradlors  terminated.  I 
then  continued  them  from  that  place  down- 
wards, and  foon  after  he  was  feized  with  a 
pain  in  the  upper  part  oj  the  foot  [tarfus]  of 
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the  Tame  leg,  where,  at  different  times,  he 
had  felt  uneafinefs  before  he  was  attacked 
with  the  hip  gout.  He  was  no  further 
operated  upon  the  frff  day,  but  they  have 
been  daily  ufed  on  him  fince,  and  the  pain 
was  always  alleviated  for  a couple  of 
hours  (f). 

Case  II. 

I applied  the  Tradlors  to  a lady  for  a 
migraine,  as  it  is  called,  or  nervous  head- 
ache, from  the  temple  to  the  angle  of  the 
lower  jaw  : the  migraine  ceafed,  but  Ihe 
felt  fome  pain  in  the  lower  jaw  the  whole 
day. 

Case  III. 

Professor  Schumacher  applied  the 
Tra&ors  upon  myfelf  for  a nervous  head- 
ache. I will  therefore,  as  well  as  I can, 
defcribe  to  you  my  fenfations  during  the 
operation,  and  the  effe&s  I felt  from  it. 

(f)  Here  again  a permanent  cure  was  not  effedted,  in 
confequence  of  the  Tradtors  not  having  been  condudted 
quite  to  the  extremity. 


The 
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The  ProfefTor  conduced  the  Tradtors  from 
the  temple  to  the  hinder  part  of  the  head  ; 
after  fome  minutes,  it  feemed  to  me  as  if 
the  pain  ipread  over  the  whole  head.  It 
centered  afterwards  in  the  frontal  region  ; 
on  applying  the  Tradtors  there,  it  changed 
into  a heavy  pain  over  both  eyes,  and  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  it  entirely  left  me. 

I have  applied  Perkinism  for  the 
tooth-ache  (g)  to  patients,  which  constantly 
relieved  them,  yet  only  for  a time.  All 
felt  pain  on  the  Ipot  where  the  Strokes 
ceafed.  I have  not  had  opportunity  for 
making  many  experiments,  but  if  I Should 
difcover  more  remarkable  effedts  from  this 
operation,  I certainly  will  not  omit  to  in- 
form you  of  them. 


March  9th  1798. 

(g)  Thefe,  in  all  probability,  were  carious  or  decayed. 
Perf’edt  cures  of  them  muft  never  be  cxpedted. 


(Signed) 


N.  C.  B.  Steffens, 


Frederic’s  Hofpital, 


Candidate  to  the  Frederic’s 
Hofpital. 
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EXPERIMENTS  MADE  WITH  PERKINISM, 
ON  THE  PHYSICIANS  SIDE  OF  FRE- 
DERIC’S HOSPITAL. 

Case  I. 

Jens,  a peafant  lad  from  the  country, 
&ged  23,  was  received  into  the  hofpital  on 
25th  of  November  1 797.  He  had  for  nine 
months  flying  gouty  pains  in  all  his  limbs. 
Different  remedies  for  the  gout  were  made 
ufe  of  in  vain  ; but  during  the  ufe  of  mer- 
curials the  pains  ceafed,  yet  came  again  af- 
terwards, and  fixed  particularly  in  his  loins. 
Perkinism  was  tried  at  different  times 
with  fuccefs.  The  patient  was  difmiffed 
from  the  hofpital  on  the  3d  of  March,  and 
advifed  to  continue  the  ufe  of  the  Tra61ors. 
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Case  II. 

B — - — aged  32,  had  felt  for  about 
fifteen  months  gouty  pains , which,  at 
his  reception  into  the  hofpital,  principally 
aftedled  one  knee  and  the  back.  To  both 
places  Perkinism  was  applied.  An  in- 
fupportable  cold  fenfation  in  the  back  pro- 
hibited a further  ufe  there  ; the  patient, 
on  the  contrary,  felt  a confiderable  heat  iii 
the  knee,  after  which  the  pain  in  a moment 
ceafed,  and  was  partly  felt  in  the  oppofite 
foot.  The  experiments  were  twice  repeat- 
ed there,  but  as  the  pain  very  foon  returned 
they  were  given  up.  It  has  been  difco- 
vered  fince  that  a Jyphilitic  affection  (h)  was 
at  the  bottom  of  his  complaints. 

( h ) The  TraCtors  have  often  given  temporary  eafe  in 
thofe  old  Jyphilitic  or  venereal  affections,  but  never  any 
permanent  benefit.  See  this  particularly  mentioned  in 
the  printed  Directions  which  attend  the  TraCtors,  and 
in  my  former  publication  on  “ The  Influence  of  Metallic 
TraCtors.” — Publifhed  by  Johnson,  St.  Paul’s  Church- 
yard. 
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Case  III. 


Maria,  aged  29,  had  for  more  than  a 
year  gouty  pains,  which  were  increafed  at 
night,  and  a preternatural  excrefcence  [ex- 
oftofes]  on  both  fhins.  After  having  ap- 
plied, in  the  courfe  of  four  weeks,  mercu- 
rials, internally  and  externally,  and  at  laft 
the  hunger  cure  (i),  the  pain  confined  itfelf 
folely  to  the  exoflofis  in  the  fhins,  where  it 
was  almofl  infupportable.  Perkinism 
was  tried,  and  during  the  operation  the 
pain  was  confiderably  increafed,  but  ceafed 
almofl  entirely,  half  an  hour  after.  The 
experiment  ha's  been  repeated  four  times 
with  the  fame  fuccefs,  and  alfo  a great 
abatement  of  the  exoflofis. 

(i)  cc  I am  not  acquainted  with  this  hungerkur, 
but  prefume  it  is  fome  fyftem  of  ftarvation  in  ufe  in  Co- 
penhagen ; as  it  has  been  aflerted  formerly,  that  a ftridt 

adherence  to  a plan  of  this  kind  would  cure  the  venereal 
difeafe.”  Tranflator. 
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Case  IV. 

Ann,  aged  26,  after  a paralytic  weak - 
nefs  (k)  in  the  right  and  left  leg,  felt  a con- 
liderable  pain  both  in  the  right  and  left 
foot.  In  both  parts,  during  the  application 
of  the  Tradlors,  the  pains  ceafed,  but  as 
they  increafed  very  much  after  their  ufe, 
which  was  thrice  repeated,  a further  trial 
was  given  up. 

Case  V. 

Lieutenant  Von  Hagerdorn,  aged 
34,  came  into  the  hofpital  the  1 5th  of  Sep- 
tember with  a pain  in  his  right  knee, 
which,  as  the  patient  faid,  originated  from 
a violent  cold.  The  pain  extended  after- 

(k ) This  belongs  to  a clafs  of  difeafes  which  is  point- 
ed out  in  the  Trail  on  u I he  Influence  of  Metallic 
Tractors,”  as  deriving  no  benefit  from  the  metallic 
practice.  Thofe  pains  that  arife  from  a diminution  of 
the  nervous  energy,  or  are  founded  in  debility,  will  ob- 
tain no  relief  from  this  application. 


wards 


( 26  ) 


wards  up  to  the  hip,  and  then  to  the  other 
knee.  Different  remedies  for  the  gout,  and 
alfo  the  hunger  cute,  were  employed,  as  it 
appeared,  with  a little  amendment.  The 
Traclors  were  applied  five  times,  and  at 
iirft  it  feemed  with  a little  diminution  of 
pain,  but  afterwards  without  any  apparent 
benefit  (1). 

( l ) Throughout  the  whole  of  the  Danifh  experiments, 
there  is  not,  in  any  one  inftance,  mention  made  of  their 
previous  caution  to  have  the  parts  thoroughly  cleanfed 
from  oily  and  greafy  fubjlances , which,  in  difeafes  of  this 
nature,  are  fo  frequently  employed  in  the  form  of  em- 
brocatiovs,  calaplafmS)  plaijlersy  &c.  &c.  In  this  parti- 
cular cafe,  it  appears  that  various  remedies  for  the  gout 
were  employed ; .and  if  the  Traitors  were  ufed  at  the 
fame  time,  which  was  no  doubt  the  faCt,  the  parts  muft 
have  been  in  a very  improper  (late  for  receiving  the  me- 
tallic application.  If  the  difeafe,  as  the  patient 'fuppofed, 
arofe  from  cold,  and  if  there  was  no  fcropbulous  taint  or 
venered  infection  in  the  conftitution,  which  the  ufing  of 
the  hunger  cure  leave  a fufpicion  that  the  phyfician 
thought  there  might  be,  and  all  extraneous  fubflances 
had  been  removed,  fo  that  the  TraCtors  could  have  met 
with  a fair  experiment,  1 molt  certainly  fhould  have  ex- 
pected fuccefs  in  this  cafe.  For  the  obstacles  which  oil 
prefents  in  giving  relief  by  the  Tractors,  fee  the  pam- 
phlet/ « Influence  of  Metallic  TraCtors,”  page  21,  and 
the  printed  Directions  for  ufing  them. 
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So ren,  aged  40,  had  a fciatica  in  his 
left  hip , which  had  continued  twelve  days. 
Perkin  ism  was  twice  tried,  after  wdhch 
the  pain,  and  particularly  during  the  ope- 
ration, difperfed  ; but  as  the  parts  were 
extremely  tender,  it  was  not  continued. 


Case  VII. 

Joseph,  aged  49,  came  into  the  hofpi- 
tal  the  10th  of  February.  He  had  vio- 
lent pains  in  the  left  hip , which  extended 
all  over  the  exterior  part  of  the  leg  and 
thigh,  and  were  fo  in fuppor table,  that  the 
patient  could  not  put  his  foot  on  the 
ground.  They  always  increafed  at  night ; 
but  the  Ti  ft  caufe  of  his  illnefs  he  afcribed 
to  an  effort  in  lifting. 


Without 
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Without  employing  any  other  reme- 
dy fm),  the  Tra£tors  were  tried.  From 
the  commencement  of  the  experiments, 
the  patient  was  eafed  ; and  with  the  con- 
fbint  daily  ufe,  the  pain  at  lad:  difappeared 
entirely  in  the  hip,  and  defcended  to  the  leg 
and  foot,  where,  according  to  his  decla- 
ration, it  continues  to  diminifh  fo  far 
that  he  can  very  well  walk  about.  The 
places  in  the  hip  and  the  thigh,  which 
the  Tradors  touched,  turned  quite  white, 
and  with  this  change  of  colour  the  pain 

went  off. 

' 

Case  VIII. 

Godfrey,  aged  40,  came  the  2 id:  of 
February  into  the  hofpital.  This  patient 
had  been  before  under  the  care  of  Pro- 
feffor  Schumacher  during  two  months 
and  a half ; but  at  lad:,  on  trying  the 
Tradors,  he  was,  according  to  his  own 

(m)  Here  no  oily  or  greafy  applications  were  at  the 
fame  time  ufed,  which  could  counteract  the  influence  ot 
the  Traitors, 
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account,  entirely  cured.  On  this  he  left 
the  hofpital ; but  two  days  after  he  was 
attacked  more  violently  than  before.  On 
examining,  we  found  a node  ( n)  on  the  tro- 
chanter major,  which  the  patient  faid  had 
come  again  after  it  was  almoft  entirely 
gone  : we  have  notwithftanding  continued 
the  ufe  of  the  Tractors  daily,  but  found  no 
benefit. 


Case  IX. 

Wengsteen,  aged  36,  had,  for  al- 

« if 

moft  a whole  year,  gmriy  pains  from 
a fyphilitic  caufe.  After  having  under- 
gone the  hunger  cure  for  about  eleven 
weeks,  the  pain  fixed  in  his  left  fhoulder 
and  arm,  where  it  rendered  motion  ex- 
tremely difficult.  He  had  made  ufe  of  a 

( n ) Thus  we  fee  how  liable  the  Traylors  are  to  be 
brought  into  difcredit,  by  not  paying  a proper  attention 
to  the  kinds  of  difeafes  for  which  they  are  recommended. 
Had  not  Dr.  Bang  difcovered  this  mark  of  old  venereal 
infection,  the  difeafe  would  have  been  called  I’bewnatifiny 
and  in  confequence  been  confidered  a fair  cafe. 
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vapour  bath  at  different  times.  The  Trac- 
tors have  now  been  five  times  applied,  but 
the  patient  cannot  decidedly  fay  whether 
the  experiments  (a)  have  contributed  any 
to  diminifh  the  pain  and  ffiffnefs. 

Case  X. 

Bolle,  aged  53,  came  into  the  hofpital 
on  the  1 2th  of  January,  with  pains  in  all 
his  limbs,  which  he  had  fuffered  for  eight 
days.  At  the  end  of  a month  the  pains 
fettled  principally  in  the  right  knee,  and 

the  ball  of  the  left  foot. 

* ...  , ’ >. 

TheTradlors  were  twice  applied.  The 
pain  during  the  operation  grew  lefs  ; but 
returning  foon  after,  and  the  patient  be- 
ing fatigued,  afked  to  have  Wilbers  applied  ; 
fo  they  were  not  repeated  (p). 

( 0 ) No  doubt  they  have  not;  and  had  they  been 
continued  until  this  time,  as  the  difeafe  had  its  origin 
in  the  vcnereol)  no  benefit  fhould  have  been  expected. 

(p)  If  no  oily  applications  were  at  the  fame  time 
employed  in  this  cafe,  a fiequent  ufe  of  the  Tradlors 
would  no  doubt  have  cured  the  difeafe. 
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Case  XI. 

Christiana,  aged  20,  came  into  the 
hofpital  on  the  14th  of  February.  She  had 
been  feverely  afflidted  with  violent  pains  in 
her  left  knee.  Perkinism  was  tried 
three  times,  but  the  pain  increasing  (q) 
during  each  application,  it  was  not  conti- 
nued. 

(Signed)  F.  L.  Bang,  M.  D. 

ProfefTor  and  firft  Phyfician  in  the 
Frederic’s  Hofpital. 

Copenhagen, 

March  the  13th,  1798. 

(q)  I have  very  feldom  met  with  an  inftance,  where 
an  increafe  of  pain  took  place  on  the  difeafed  part  during 
the  time  of  the  operation,  but  that  on  a proper  application 
of  the  Tradtors  a cure  was  eventually  effedled.  In  thefe 
cafes,  particularly,  the  Tradtors,  fhould  be  carried  away  to 
a confiderable  diftance  from  the.  part  affedted,  and  the 
application  fhould  be  very  frequently  made. 

We  have  here  an  opportunity  of  noticing  a very  egre- 
gious error  throughout  thefe  Danifh  experiments.  Among 
all  their  cafes,  there  is  mention  made  of  only  two  inftances 
in  which  the  Tradlors  were  applied  more  than  once  a 
day ; whereas  they  fhould  be  ufed,  in  all  fixed  pains,  at 
lead  three  times,  and  continued  for  a week  or  more. 

This 
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This  circumftance  is  particularly  interefting  to  hof- 
pital  pra&ice  with  the  Tra&ors,  where  the  great  num- 
ber of  fic.c  perfons  renders  it  extremely  difficult  for  the 
furgeon  or  attendants,  to  bellow  that  time  and  attention 
to  each  patient  which  is  fo  eafily  done  in  private  fami- 
lies. It  is  no  great  talk  for  a nurfe  or  valet  in  a family 
to  devote  half  an  hour,  three  times  a day,  to  making  the 
application ; but  this  cannot  be  accompliflied  in  an  hof- 
pital,  unlefs  it  pofleffes  many  fets  of  the  Tractors,  and 
thefe  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  patients  to  pradlife  on 
each  other.  Some  of  the  hofpitals  in  America  have 
provided  themfelves  with  feveral  fets  for  that  purpofe. 


C 33  ) 

E. 

EXPERIMENTS  (r)  COMMUNICATED  BY 
MR.  BLEEK. 

fc  A S E L 

• - r j-  r ■ 

A lady,  aged  36,  who  had  for  many 
years  been  afflidled  with  a periodical  pain 
in  one  Jide  of  the  head  [hemicrania]  which 

attacked 

(r)  We  fball  now  be  pretented  with  fome  experiments, 
riot  made  on  hofpital  patients,,  and  which  in  confeq'uence 
are  every  way  far  more  fatisfacftory.  Patients  of  refpec- 
lability,  who  are  attended  in  private  practice,  are  more  to 
be  depended  upon,  and  are  much  fairer  fjbjecfts  for  expe- 
riment than  the  poor  miferable  objects  which  ufually1 
compofe  the  Tick  in  an  hofpital.  Thefe  are  generally 
perfons  of  whofe  Chara&er  and  courfeof  life  the  phyficiarf 
has  no  knowledge,  and  who  often  are  afflicted  with  com- 
plicated maladies,  which  it  is  impoffible  for  the  mod  fkil- 
ful  of  the  faculty  to  underftand.  Whoever  has  been  in 
the  habit  of  examining  thefe  patients,  on  their  admifllon 
into  an  hofpital,  need  not  be  informed  how  extremely 
difficult  it  is  to  obtain  from  them  a juft  ftatement  of 
their  cafes,  and  how  prone  they  are  to  conceal  thofe  dif- 
orders  which  are  the  confequences  of  immorality.  To 
thfe  Metallic  practice  this  fact  is  particularly  interefting, 

D *s 
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attacked  her  weekly,  and  ufually  continuing 
for  fome  days,  defired  me  to  try  Dr.  Per- 
kins’s Tradtors.  I complied  with  her  re- 
qued,  and  to  my  great  adonifhment,  in  the 
ipace  of  five  minutes  all  pain  w*as  gone. 
During  the  operation,  I obferved  that  her 
pulfe  beat  fader  than  ufual,  her  hands* 
which  were  always  cold,  grew  hot,  red,  and 
fwelled,  and  began  to  perfpire  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  drops  hung  upon  the  points  of 
her  fingers.  She  has  to  this  day,  which  is 
three  weeks  fince  the  operation,  not  felt 
the  lead:  fymptom  of  pain,  which  before 
tormented  her  fo  condantly. 

as  a very  great  proportion  of  pains  which  are  often  called 
rheumatifms,  and  treated  as  fuch  in  military  bofpitals 
especially,  have  their  origin  (as  appeared  in  many  of  the 
experiments  laft  communicated,  and  as  muft  alfo  have 
been  obferved  by  every  experienced  practitioner)  in 
philitic  affections. 

In  thefe  cafes  alfo  of  Surgeon  Bleek,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  any  other  applications  were  at  the  fame  time 
employed,  fo  that  no  extraneous  matter  could  have  been 
prefent  to  counteract  the  ufual  influence  of  the  TraCtors. 


( 35  ) 


Case  II. 

Another  lady,  aged  17,  I cured  of  a 
rheumatic  tooth-ache  by  the  fame  ope- 
ration. D uring  the  application,  various 

red  fpots  of  different  forms  and  fizes  fhew- 
ed  themfelves  fuddenly  on  the  neck.  She 
has  not  felt  any  return  this  laff  fortnight, 
though  before  (he  had  every  week  many 
fleeplels  nights  occafioned  by  this  pain. 

1 

Case  III. 

» • 

The  miifrefs  of  an  eatirig-houfe,  upwards 

of  30  years  of  age,  for  the  term  of  two 
months  had  never  been  a day  entirely  free 
of  a partial  head-ache  [hemicrania].  It 
became  at  length  fo  violent,  that  each  attack 
Occafioned  a kind  of  convulfive  twitch-  . 
ing  in  the  neck  and  arm  of  the  fame  fide. 

I applied  the  Tra&o’rs  ; the  pain  ceafed  in 
five  minutes,  and  has  not  returned.  It  is 
now  a fortnight  fince  the  operation; 

D 25 
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Case  IV. 

All  old  goldimith  bad  been  afflidled  for 
many  years  with  a violent  gouty  head- 
ache, which  never  left  him,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  application  of  the  mod;  approved 
remedies.  I applied  the  Tradlors  of  Dr. 
Perkins.  The  pain  moved  during  the 
operation  from  the  forehead  and  the  tem- 
ples to  the  lower  jaw  ; when  I afterwards 
drew  the  Tradlors  over  this  part,  the  pain 
difappeared  entirely  in  the  {pace  of  ten 
minutes,  fo  that  only  a heavinefs  in  the 
head  remained.  Three  days  afterwards, 
when  I vifited  him  again,  he  was  quite 
free  of  the  head-ache. 

(Signed)  Bleek, 

Surgeon  and  Affiftant  to 
ProfelTor  Tope. 


X ■ 
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F. 

EXPERIMENT  COMMUNICATED  BY 
MR.  HAHN, 

Case  I. 

An  elderly  lady  had,  for  about  eight 
days,  buffered  much  from  rheumatic  pains 
in  both  her  fhoulders.  By  my  prefcrip- 
tion.  Dr.  Perkins’s  Metallic  Tra&ors 
were  applied  to  her  by  a girl,  and  the  pain 
was  fo  much  leffened,  that  fhe  has  not 
hnce  required  any  medicine. 

(Signed)  Hahn, 

Surgeon  of  Division. 
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REMARKS  ON  THE  THEORY  OF 
PERKINISM. 

Communicated  to  Surgeon  Herholdt,  by  Profeflor 

- 

! Aeildgaard. 

You  wifh  for  an  account  of  my  expe- 
riments with  Dr.  Perkins’s  Traftors. 
Thofe  which  I have  hitherto  had  time  and 

• r-  * • » ' • i 

opportunity  to  make,  are  fo  few  in  number, 
and  fo  little  inftrudtive,  that  they  fcarce 
deferve  to  be  noticed.  I lhall  therefore 
flrft  communicate  to  you  my  thoughts  on 
the  phylical  importance  of  this  difcovery, 
and  the  reafons  which  determined  me,  on 
becoming  acquainted  with  its  merits,  to 
conlider  it  as  a fubjedt  deferving  a fair  in- 
veftigation  ; and  not  to  be  rejedted,  becaule 

i 

we  cannot  immediately  fee  the  connexion 
between  the  caufe  and  effedt  in  this  ope- 
ration. 

But  not  to  be  milled  by  too  great  zeal 
for  every  thing  which  may  contribute  to 
the  improvement  of  human  knowledge,  and 

par^ 
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particularly  to  that  which  enables  us  to 
alleviate  the  pains  and  difeafes  of  fuffering 
humanity,  we  ought  (s)  not  yet  to  be  too 
confident  in  our  belief  that  Dr.  Perkins’s 
Tractors,  confidered  as  medical  remedies, 
will  acquire  that  great  and  important 
value  ; or  whether  they  will  pofifefs  the 
merit  of  being  much  more  than  a palliative 
to  difeafes.  But  even  if  we  confider  this 
difcovery  merely  in  a philofophical  view, 
it  deferves  the  thorough  attention  of  me- 
dical men,  and  particularly  that  of  phy- 
iiologifts. 

It  is  lingular,  that  in  phyfic  many  reme- 
dies are  daily  employed,  the  good  effedl:  of 
which  is  no  otherwife  warranted,  than  that 
they  have  not  hindered  the  cure  of  the  pa- 
tient ; and  though  it  is  notorious,  that  in 

(s)  We  cannot  fuppofe  that  the  ProFeflbr,  by  this  obfcr- 
vation,  meant  to  convey  the  idea,  that  in  order  to  a pro- 
per inveftigation  of  a new  doctrine,  one  fhould  abfolutely 
be  prejudiced  againft  it ; but  oniy  that  fome  caution  is 
neceflary,  that  we  do  not  fubfcribe  to  its  merits  before 
they  are  thoroughly  proved. 

D 4. 
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many  difeafes  the  fum  of  twenty  or  thirty 
rix-dollars  is  often  expended  for  medicines , 
which  altogether  have  not  fo  much  effedt 
upon  the  human  body  as  one  good  dinner  ; 
and  that  though  we  fcarce  know  the  true 
phyfical  caufe  of  the  efFedl  of  one  of  the 
thoufand  remedies  which  are  employed,  yet 
we  are  in  general  fo  unreafonable  as  to  ufe 
new  medicines,  folely  becaufe  they  agree, 
either  in  reality  or  imagination,  in  fome, 
meaiure  with  thofe  hitherto  known  (t). 

As  we  are  aceuftomed  to  employ  roots y 
herbs,  f alts,  &c.  as  remedies,  nothing  more 
is  required  to  put  all  the  phyficians  of  Eu- 

(t)  It  is  a very  common  thing  for  fome  medical  men,  to 
affed  not  to  employ  any  remedies  in  their  pradice,  unlefs 
they  underfland  their  modus  operanai ; when  at  the  fame 
time,  as  Profefl'or  Abildgaard  juftly  obferves,  the 
manner  of  the  adion  of  a great  proportion  of  medicines 
in  daily  ufe  is  totally  unknown.  As  fatisfadory  an  ex- 
planation can  be  given  of  the  phyfical  operation  of  thq 
Tradors  in  removing  pains,  as  of  mercury  in  curing  the 
fyphilis , &c. ; and  yet  many  will  reject  the  former,  even 
in  oppofition  to  fadts,  becaufe  they  cannot  comprehend 
the  theory  of  their  ad  ion  ! 


rope 
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rope  in  motion,  than  that  a new  loot,  heih, 
or  fait  be  recommended,  as  particularly 
efficacious  in  lome  difeafe ; and  yet  re- 
peated experience  teaches,  that  very  little 
would  be  loft  if  all  the  new  remedies  of 
that  kind,  which  have  come  into  ufe 

' 4 

thefe  laft  thirty  years,  had  remained  un- 
known. 

Thefe  confiderations,  however,  carry  me 
beyond  what  I propofed  at  the  prefent 
time ; I ftiall  therefore  flop,  and  commu- 
nicate to  you,  in  a few  words,  my  thoughts 
on  the  phyfical  effe<ft  of  Dr.  Perkins’s 
Tradtors  on  the  animal  body. 

It  is  known,  that  all  bodies  which  eva- 
porate become  eledlrified,  generally  nega- 
tively, but  fometimes  pohtively ; and  that 
the  vapour  is  in  the  firft  cafe  pohtively, 
and  in  the  laft  negatively  eledlrified  ; con- 
fequently  it  muft  be  the  fame  with  the 
animal  body,  where  the  exhalation  is  con- 
ftant,  though,  for  well  known  reafons,  it 

cannpt 
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cannot  be  obferved,  but  by  artificial  and 
very  nice  experiments. 

Hence  it  follows,  that  if  a perfon  holds 
the  point  of  a -Metallic  Tractor  againfi:  the 
furface  of  the  body  of  another  perfon,  and 
they  are  both  at  that  moment  either  nega- 
tively or  pofitively  eleCtrified,  no  effeCt  is 
produced ; but  if  they  have  -electricities 
oppofite  to  one  another,  then  the  electri- 
cities will  be  either  removed  or  dimi- 
nifhed  in  both,  and  therefore  in  both  an 
alteration  will  happen. 

Now  fuppofe,  for  example,  that  a perfon 
who  has  the  gout  in  a part  of  his  body, 
through  a want  of  perspiration  in  that 
part,  it  becomes  pofitively  eleCtrified,  while 
in  the  mean  time  the  other  perfpiring  parts 
of  the  body  are  negatively  eleCtrified  ; it 
follows,  that  this  difeafed  part  would  have 
its  equilibrium  of  eleCtricity  reftored,  by 
means  of  the  difiribution  of  the  nega- 
tive eledtricity  in  the  body  to  the  pofitive, 

which 
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which  is  the  part  difeafed  : or,  fuppofmg 
the  negative  eleCtricity  of  the  body  had  fo 
much  intenfity  that  it  could  communicate 
its  overplus  to  the  difeafed  part,  the  gout 
•would  probably  be  removed. 

Supposing,  again,  that  a perfon  in  health, 
who  is  negatively  eleCtrified,  holds  the 
point  of  a TraCtor  towards  this  difeafed 
part,  which  was  juft  faid  to  have  its  equi- 
librium of  electricity  reftored,  yet,  without 
touching  it,  he  will  by  this  excite  pofitive 

i 

eleCtricity  in  the  difeafed  part ; but  if  he 
touches  the  part  with  the  Tractor,  lie  will 
communicate  to  it  his  own  negative  elec- 
tricity, and  thus  in  both  cafes  excite  eleCtri- 
city  in  the  part  difeafed.  This  is  in  brief 
my  opinion  of  the  matter. 

Againft  this  explanation  of  the  caufe  of 
the  effeCts  of  Dr.  Perkins’s  TraCtors 
may  be  objeCted,  that  as  the  animal  body 
is  a conductor,  it  could  not  become  elec- 
trical unlefs  it  was  infulated  : but  againft 

this 


this  objedtion  I (hall  only  alledge  three 
phenomena,  which  are  partly  known,  a-nd 
partly  very  eafy  to  try,  and  which  invali- 
date entirely  this  objection. 

One  is,  that  in  water  itfelf,  which  is  an 
excellent  conductor,  eledtrical  fifli  can  pro- 
duce very  ftrong  eledtrical  (hocks. 

The  fecond  is,  that  in  the  Galvanic  ex- 
periments, where  two  pieces  of  metals  are 
put  upon  a naked  mufcle,  no  effedt  is  pro- 
duced until  thefe  two  pieces  of  metal  either 
touch  one  another  immediately,  or  are 
brought  into  conjunction  with  a fourth 
condudtor.  Here  the  animal  body  is  not 
a fufficient  condudtor. 

The  third  inftance  is,  where  a piece  of 
zink  is  put  upon  one  furface  of  the  tongue, 
and  a piece  of  gold  or  filver  on  the  other, 
and  brought  either  immediately  into  con- 
tadt  with  one  another,  or  through  the  me- 
dium of  a third  metal,  the  ftrong  electri- 
cal 
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cal  tafte,  as  known,  is  perceived  on  the 
tongue  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  if  the  finger 
.be  ufed  as  a condu£lor  between  the  two 
metals,  the  ele6trical  talfe  is  not  perceived, 
even  if  the  linger  be  wet. 

I have  beftdes  made  another  experiment, 
which  deferves  to  be  remarked,  and  which 
proves,  that  Dr.  Perkins’s  Tra&ors,  even 
in  confequence  of  their  form,  a6t  differently 
from  metals  of  any  other  fhape.  If  in  the 
known  experiment  to  excite  a flafti  in  the 
eye,  by  putting  a plate  of  zink  between  the 
cheek  and  teeth,  on  one  fide  of  the  mouth, 
and  a filver  or  gold  plate  on  the  other,  and 
fringing  them  into  immediate  contaft,  you 
make  ufe  of  zink  of  the  jliape  of  a Tractor 
on  one  fide,  and  one  of  gold  or  filver  on  the 
other,  inftead  of  the  plates , and  bring  them 
#into  contadft,  no  flafh  is  produced.  It  is 
alfo  the  fame  when  you  bring  two  plates 
into  contatft  with  one  another,  by  means 
of  the  Metallic  cTraflors. — If,  on  the  con* 
trary,  you  employ  for  the  experiment  a 

, plate 
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plate  of  zink  on  one  fide  of  the  mouth,  and 
a gold,  filver,  or  iron,  of  the  fhape  of  a 
'Traftor,  on  the  other,  and  bring  them  into 
contaCt,  only  a very  flight  flafli  is  per- 
ceived. 

It  is  evident  how  much  knowledge  we 
Aill  require  to  be  able  to  determine,  what  in 
each  given  cafe  can  and  muft  happen  in  re- 
gard to  the  change  of  eledtricity  in  the  hu- 
man body.  Too  little  attention  has  hitherto 
been  paid  to  the  important  part  which 
electricity  a£ts  in  the  animal  oeconomy. 
It  is  undoubtedly  poflible  to  obtain,  by  fuit- 
able  experiments,  more  light  on  this  intc- 
refling  fubjecA  ; but  for  this  purpofe  ano- 
ther Sontorinus  is  neceflary.  Among 
many  other  things,  one  would,  without 
doubt,  all'o  learn*  that  our  beds  have  an 
effeCt  upon  the  body,  which  is  not  indiffe- 
rent, and  which  has  not  hitherto  been  duly 
confidered.  They  have  an  influence  on 
the  functions  of  the  body,  not  only  in  fo 
far  as  they  keep  it  more  or  lefs  warm,  but 
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even  in  regard  to  eledlricity.  He  who 
ileeps  or  reffs  on  a feather-bed,  or  hair* 
mattrefs,  is  in  an  infulated  if  ate,  if  the  bed 
and  linen  are  perfectly  dry:  the  contrary 
^akes  place  if  they  are  damp. 


Here  follow  my  Experiments  with  Dr0 

Perkinses  T7raaors. 

\ 

1. 

If  the  point  or  theft,  Tradlors  is  held  to- 
wards  the  tongue  of  different  perfons,  yet 
without  touching  it,  they  ge^mlly  declare 
they  feel  a partly  four  and  partly  metallic 
tafle. 


II. 

In  paffmg  the  point  of  the  Tradfors  over 
the  face  of  different  perfons,  without 
touching  them,  fome  feel  a kind  of  crawl- 
ing, others  a prickling  fenfation,  and  fome 
are  not  adted  upon  at  all. 


III.  Idi* 


I directed  the  point  of  the  Tractors  to- 
wards different  parts  of  the  face  of  a lady 
of  a very  irritable  habit,  whofe  eyes  were 
blinded,  and  die  could  always  tell  me  r^ar 
which  part  of  the  face  the  TradtcC  was. 
Two  others,  of  lefs  fenfibility  on  whom 
I made  the  fame  experiment,  hid  not  fo 
diffindtly  perceive  this  ef^^h 

I am  fubj^ to  a Pa^n  in  the  knees,  after 
fitting  {fttf  tty'  a long  time.  I have  three 
times  removed  this  pain,  not  from  one, 
and  then  from  the  other  knee,  by  flicking 
I7r.  Perkins’s  Tractors  through  the 
breeches,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  knee,  fo 
that  the  points  touched  the  lkin. 

. i ••  « * r - - ■ ■ ■ * . • 1 v 

V. 

A married  lady,  aged  29,  who  had  been 
the  whole  winter  fubjedt  to  rheumatic  pains 
in  the  head,  and  tried  different  remedies 

without 
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Without  fuccefs,  begged  me  to  try  the  flicks , 
as  (he  called  them.  I held  the  iron  co- 
loured Tradtor,  without  touching  her,  to- 
wards the  temples,  where  {lie  then  felt 
the  pain,  and  after  fome  minutes  {lie  alfur- 
ed  me*  with  great  joy,  that  it  was  gone 
yet  a quarter  of  an  hour  after  {lie  felt  it 
in  the  eye  of  the  fame  fide.  I moved  the 
point  of  the  Tradlor  only  for  a minute 
over  the  eye,  when  that  was  alfo  gone. — 
.Later  in  the  evening  {he  complained  how- 
ever again  of  fome  pain  in  the  temples,  but 
in  a much  lefs  decree. — The  next  dav  fhe 

O j 

{till  felt  fome  remains  of  it,  and  wanted  to 
try  again  the  effedt  of  the  Tradlors.  They 
were  now  drawn  over  in  contadl  with  the 
part,  and  it  ceafed. — Four  days  have  fmce 
pa(Ted,  and  {he  has  been  moftly  (u)  free 
from  pain,  and  only  had  fenfations  of  it 
in  a much  (lighter  degree  than  formerly. 

( u ) She  no  doubt  would  have  been  entirely  free,  if  the 
experiment  had  been  repeated  agreeably  to  the  direc- 
tions. 


E 
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1 have  applied  the  Tra&ors,  in  two  cafes, 
for  the  tooth  - ache,  where  the  gums  were 
fwoln  (x),  without  much  benefit  (y). 

» S " 

(Signed) 

P.  C.  Abildgaard,  M.  D. 

Profeffor  and  firft  Lecturer  at  the 
Veterinary  College. 

(x)  The  TraCiors  have  very  feldorn  given  relief  to 
what  are  ufually  called  “ gum  boils'* 

(y)  Electricity  and  Galvanifm  are  now  j lift  enough 
involved  in  myftery  to  afFord  an  ingenious  theorift  an 
ample  field  for  expatiating  on  the  principle  of  this  metal- 
lic operation.  Much  more,  I apprehend,  might  be  ad- 
vanced in  fupport  of  this  theory,  the  outlines  of  which 
the  learned  Profeftor  has  here  communicated,  and  fome 
objections  alfo,  no  doubt,  might  be  fuggefted. 

As  theories,  on  almoft  every  operation  in  nature,  are 
generally  as  various  as  the  individuals  who  give  them,  I 
fhall  at  prefent  confine  myfelf  to  what  I conceive  of 
more  importance,  viz.  to  ejlablijh  the  fatts , and  leave  it 
with  the  philofophic  reader  to  gratify  himfelf  with 
theorifmg  as  much  as  he  pleafes.  While  faCts  remain, 
it  is  hoped  that  fome  few  may  be  found,  who  allow  the 
metallic  praCtice  to  poflefs  a little  merit , if  the  principle 
«f  its  operation  is  not  yet  thoroughly  developed. 
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H. , 

SURGEON  RAFN’S  EXPERIMENTS, 

Among  the  various  experiments  I have 
made  in  Perkinism,  one  oil  my  own  per- 
fon  is  very  fatisfadtory. — After  having 
been  three  days  tormented  with  a rheuma- 
tic pain  in  my  bach,  which  daily  increafed 
in  violence,  I determined  to  try  the  efFedts 
of  Dr.  Perkins’s  Metallic  Tra&ors.  The 
application  was  made  in  a room  of  the 
temperature  of  between  ten  and  twelve  de- 
grees of  Reaumur,  and  at  a time  when  my 
pain  was  very  violent.  After  having  ope- 
rated with  them  for  five  or  fix  minutes, 
partly  with  each  of  the  Tradtors  alternately, 
and  partly  with  both  at  once,  the  pain 
difappeared  entirely,  and  I have  not  felt 
any  fince. 


E % This 
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This  rheumatic  pain  produced  a fenfa- 
tion  like  a contra&ion  in  the  cellular  mem- 
brane. I could  obferve  at  each  broke  of 
the  Tradlors  a kind  of  relaxation  and 
yielding  in  the  places  where  they  touched.  I 
did  not  perceive  the  ufual  burning,  but  only 
a titillation  from  their  irritation.  The 
ikin,  however,  grew  red,  and  much  warmer 
than  the  other  parts  of  my  body,  yet  with- 
out fweat.  I negle&ed  to  obferve  the  de- 
gree of  heat  by  the  thermometer. 

Three  weeks  after  I repeated  the  fame 
operation  for  as  long  a time,  and  on 
the  fame  place,  which  was  quite  well, 
and  free  from  pain.  The  ikin  neither 
grew  red,  or  warmer,  nor  did  I feel 
that  relaxation  in  the  cellular  membrane, 
which  I obferved  on  the  firil  trial.  The 
pain  alfo,  in  the  former  experiment,  be- 
came evidently  greater  in  the  place  where 
each  broke  of  the  Tradlor  terminated,  but 
in  this  cafe  nothing  of  that  kind  was  ob- 
ferved.  Other  perfons,  on  whom  I have 

applied 
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applied  the  Tractors,  have  had  the  fame 
fenfations  (%). 

I have  alfo  employed  Perklnism  with 
fuccefs  in  gouty  and  nervous  head-aches . 
In  7'heumatic  tooth-ache  the  Tradtors  gave 
no  relief  in  my  hands.  I muft,  however, 
obferve,  that  the  patients  have  feldom  had 
the  patience  to  fubjedt  themfelves  to  the 
operation  for  more  than  two  or  three  mi- 
liii tes  (a). 

Again# 

(z)  This  takes  place  in  molt  cafes  of  acute  pain.  In 
whatever  courfe  the  Traitor  is  drawn,  the  pain  ufually 
follows.  This  firft  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  conducing 
them  from  the  more  vital  parts  towards  the  extremities. 

(a)  This  is  a circumftance  which  very  much  interefts 
the  metallic  praitice,  and  which  might  be  enlarged  upon 
with  much  advantage  to  thofe  who  are  in  pofieilion  of 
the  Traitors. 

In  confequence  of  relief  having,  in  many  inftances, 
been  obtained  in  a very  few  minutes,  moft  perfons  have 
an  idea,  that  no  benefit  is  to  be  expeited  from  extend- 
ing the  time  of  their  application  : but  this  is  an  egre- 
gious error.  Daily  experience  teaches  the  necefijty  of 
continuing  their  ufe  at  leaft  half  an  hour  j and  in  fixed 

^ difeafes 
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Again#  deafnefs  (b)  and  finging  in  the 
ears,  I have  not  been  able  to  produce  any 

effedl  with  the  Tradtors. 

\ 

(Signed) 

Charles  Godlob  Rafn-, 

Affeffor  General  in  the  (Economical 
and  Commercial  College. 


difeafes  of  any  duration,  they  ought  to  be  employed  not 
lefs  than  three  times  in  the  day.  This  fadt  I have,  per- 
haps, not  urged  fufficiently  in  the  Diredtions  which  I have 
publifhed  in  this  country  for  ufing  the  Tradtors. 

The  extremely  fimple  appearance  of  the  Tradtors, 
will  often  at  firft  view  excite  the  difguff  of  the  patient  j 
and  from  having  no  confidence  in  their  efficacy,  he 
will  confequently  feldom  be  difpcfed  to  give  them  a 
faithful  trial.  As  the  operation  is  very  innocent , it  fhould 
feem  that,  on  a moment’s  refledtion,  one  might  devote  a 
little  time  to  a remedy,  which,  as  far  as  teftimony  in  its 
favour  can  recommend,  prefents  a fair  profpedt  of  afford- 
ing relief. 

(b ) No  benefit  may  be  expedted  from  the  Metallic 
Tractors  for  deafnefs , or  finging  in  the  ears , unlefs  thefe 
complaints  are  accompanied  with  pain.— There  is  no 
mention  of  any  pain  in  this  cafe. 
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I. 


SURGEON  HERHOLDT’S  EXPERIMENTS. 

. '■  : 

From  the  trials  I have  made,  I find 
Perkinism,  like  all  other  remedies,  is  in- 
determinate and  relative  in  its  effe&s.  I 
have  often  feen  the  Metallic  Tra£tors  alle- 
viate and  remove  inflammatory,  rheumatic , 
and  gouty  pains . In  fimilar  difeafes  and 
fimiiar  lubje6ls,  they  have  very  often  not 
produced  any  benefit ; for  as  the  pains  in 
fhefe  cafes  increafed  (c)  from  their  opera- 
tion, 

(c)  Numerous  inftances  of  this  kind  occur,  in 
which  the  Traitors  are  laid  alide,  from  a fuppofition 
that  they  are  doing  no  fervice,  when  at  the  fame  time 
this  very  aition  on  the  difeafe  is  a fign  that  the  ap- 
plication is  taking  effeit,  and  if  fufficiently  perfifted  in, 
will  terminate  the  complaint.  It  is,  however,  not  fur- 
prifing  that  patients,  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
effeits  of  fo  new  and  fo  fingular  a remedy,  fhould  be 
alarmed  at  any  little  temporary  increafe  of  their  pains, 

, E ,4  antl 
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tion,  the  patients  would  not  fuffer  a conti- 
nuance of  the  remedy. 

Nufquam  tut  a fides.  The  pradtical  phyfi- 
cian,  in  the  prefent  flate  of  our  experience, 
cannot  with  certainty  (d)  predict  the  event 
of  every  application.  A circumhance  fa- 
vourable to  Perkinism  is,  that  if  it  is 


and  prefer  reforting  to  remedies  whofe  effects  have  been 
longer  known. 

Surgeon  Herholdt,  however,  as  appears  from  what  he 
afterwards  obferves,  difcovered  that  the  TraCtors  could 
do  no  injury  to  the  patient,  if  they  rendered  him  no 
fervice, 

(d)  It  has  never  been  pretended  that  the  metallic  prac- 
tice, unlike  every  other  remedy,  is  an  infallible  fpecific. 
Enough  is  known  of  the  obftinacy  of  many  difeafes  to 
render  even  fuch  a fuggeftion  ridiculous.  Indeed  the 
reports,  which  M.  Herholdt  and  the  other  Danifh  ex- 
perimenters have  made,  confiderir.g  the  embarraffinents 
under  which  they  laboured,  for  want  of  the  necefliiry  in- 
structions for  ufing  the  Traitors,  are  as  favourable  as 
might  rationally  have  been  expeCted.  Had  ?hey  known 
the  obftacles  which  oily  and  other  extraneous  applications 
preient  to  obtaining  relief  with  the  Traitors,  and  indeed 
had  they  been  pofTeffed  of  more  complete  Directions,  a 
greater  number  ot  their  experiments  would,  no  doubt, 
Jiave  been  attended  with  fuccefs. 


not 
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not  attended  with  fuccefs,  it  appears  to  be 
incapable  of  doing  harm. 

I lhall  quote  of  many  only  a few  ex- 
periments. 

Case  I. 

A girl,  about  19  years  of  age,  had  for 
fome  days  a fixed  gouty  pain  in  the  hand 
and  fingers.  I applied  the  Tradlors.  In 
a quarter  of  an  hour  the  pain  was  gone,,  and 
the  lingers  as  pliable  as  her  other  hand.  She 
fat  immediately  down  to  fewing,  and,  to 
the  aftonilhment  of  many  perfons,  has  been 
able  from  that  time,  which  is  now  live 
weeks  fince,  to  ufe  her  hand  as  well  as 
ever. 

• ■ ••  > . j 

Case  II. 

A feeble  (ej  lickly  lady,  about  30  years  of 

age> 

( e ) We  have  had  occafion  to  notice  in  the  preceding 
pages,  that  benefit  is  not  often  to  be  expected  in  cafes  of 
this  defcription. 

Pains,  accompanied  with  debility,  or  a diminution  of 
nervous  energy,  and  more  efpecially  conjlitutional  weak - 
nejjes,  arc  not  fuitable  fubje&s  for  this  operation. 
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age,  had  a flying  pain  in  both  hands*  Pee- 
kinism  was  applied  four  times  by  diffe- 
rent phyficians,  but  flie  found  no  amend- 
ment. 

Case  III.  ' 

V r.  V . « f \ » V r . . ; * , , 

A girl,  1 9 years  of  age,  burnt  her  fore 
arm  fo  that  a bliffer  had  rifen,  attended 
with  an  eryflpelatous  tumefaction,  which  ex- 
tended as  far  as  the  elbow*.  The  flighted: 
touch  of  the  Tradlors  caufed  the  mofl:  in- 
supportable pain ; fire  could  not  in  confe- 
quence  be  perfuaded  to  make  a proper 
trial  of  their  effedls  (f)+ 

(f)  It  can  very  eafily  be  conceived,  that  the  part  may 
have  been  fo  extremely  inflamed  by  the  joint  action  of 
both  the  burn  and  eryflpelas,  that  the  points  of  the  Trac- 
tors, drawn  immediately  over  it,  would  have  given  very 
great  pain,  and  probably  done  more  harm  than  fervice. 
But  in  this  cafe,  as  in  all  cuticular  inflammations,  which 
are  very  tender,  they  fhould  have  been  drawn  round  the 
edges  of  the  affe&ion.  After  three  or  four  applications 
in  this  way,  that  extreme  tendernefs  would,  in  all  proba- 
2 bility, 


J 


A man,  45  years  of  age,  on  the  4th  of 
March,  in  the  night,  was  feized  with  a 
fixed  pain  in  the  nape  of  the  neck,  which 
would  not  permit  him  to  move  the  head. 
In  the  morning  his  wife  .applied  Dr.  Per- 
kins’s Tradtors,  and  in  half  an  hoyr  he 
was  perfedlly  cured. 

Case  V. 

1 

Another  man,  30  years  of  age,  had  a 
gotiorrhca , the  difcharge  from  which  was 
checked  by  bad  treatment,  and  he  buffered 
from  a firangury.  I advifed  him  to  draw 
the  Tradtors  lightly  on  the  (kin  along  the 
urethra.  During  the  application  the  mat- 
ter flowed  freely,  and  in  a quarter  of  an 
hour  the  pain  very  much  diminished.  He 

bility,  have  been  fo  far  removed,  that  they  could  have 
been  conduced  with  advantage  very  lightly  over  the 
place  moft  affected. 

was 
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was  afterwards  cured  of  the  gonorrhea  by 
the  ufual  remedies. 

[If  Perkinism  has  no  influence  in  ve- 
nereal difeafes  ; and  if,  on  the  contrary,  it 
appears  by  various  experiments,  that  it  mi- 
tigates the  fymptoms  of  a common  go- 
norrhea, this  might  perhaps  be  another 
proof  againffc  the  identity  of  thofe  two 
poifons.] 

i 

Befides  thefe  experiments,  to  which  I 
have  myfelf.  been  witnefs,  I am  authorized 
to  ftate,  that  Dr.  J.  Bang,  Phyflcian  at 
Soroe,  with  two  hundred  flirokes  of  the 
Tra&ors,  has  cured,  to  the  joy  and  afto- 
nifhment  of  many,  a gentleman  of  rank, 
who  was  affli&ed  with  a violent  gouty  pain 
in  h 'ts  hip . 

(Signed)  J.  D.  Herholdt* 

Surgeon  of  Divifion. 

• < * r.  i . 


i; 


( <5 1 ) 


K. 

EXTRACT  OF  EXPERIMENTS  OF  PERKIN- 
ISM  IN  THE  COMMON  HOSPITAL  AT 
COPENHAGEN. 

J 

[Communicated  by  M.  Jacobson,  Surgeon  of  the  Hofpital.] 


Peter  Peterson,  aged  50,  had  been 
in  the  hofpital  from  the  1 2 th  of  December 
(about  three  months)  and  without  any  be- 
nefit had  tried  various  remedies  for  gouty 
pains  in  the  right  knee,  which  extended 
towards  the  hip.  The  24th  of  March, 
different  metals  were  tried,  as  brafs,  iron, 
&c.  A rednefs  appeared  where  they  touch- 
ed, which  extended  to  the  leg,  but  the  pain 
did  not  diminifh.  They  were  daily  conti- 
nued to  the  2d  of  April,  without  benefit. 

Case  If. 

Ann  Wolf,  aged  62,  on  the  23d  of 
March  had  the  eryfipelas  in  the  face.  She 

had 


( ) 

had  taken  an  emetic  and  a camphire  mixture* 
The  Tradtors  were  now  applied,  and  on 
the  firfl:  and  fecond  experiments  there  ap- 
peared an  increafe  of  fome  of  the  lymp- 
toms,  hut  on  continuing  the  means  daily 
until  the  28th  (five  days)  the  fwelling  di- 
minifhed,  fo  that  her  eyes  were  opened,  and 
the  ikin  peeled  from  her  face.  She  grew 
fo  much  better,  that  on  the  30th  we  ceafed 

to  apply  the  Tradlors. 

„ ! 

Case  III. 

— „ T' 

Jacob  Matthinson,  aged  30,  had 
pains  in  the  left  Jhoulder , particularly  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  joint,  for  which  various 
remedies  had  been  applied  without  fuccels. 

Mar'ch  2 1 ft.  The  Tra&ors  were  drawn 
from  the  part  affedled  down  the  fhoulder, 
without  alteration. 

1 / 

The  2 2d.  During  the  operation,  the  pain 
drew  towards  the  elbow. 


The 
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The  23d.  At  evening  the  pain  returned 
back  from  the  elbow  to  the  fhoulder,  where, 
on  examining,  we  found  an  enlargement  on 
the  left  collar -hone  [clavicula]. 

The  24th.  We  found  a fimilar  though 
not  fo  large  a fwelling  on  the  other  collar- 
bone ; that  on  the  left  fhoulder  was  pain- 
ful to  the  touch,  but  there  was  no  appear- 
ance of  external  inflammation.  The  Trac- 
tors were  again  applied. 

On  the  26th,  27th,  and  28th,  the  fwel- 
lings  were  without  alteration. 

29th.  As  the  pain  always  followed  the 
courfe  of  the  Tra&ors  towards  the  elbow, 
this  afternoon  they  were  drawn  along  the 
fhoulder  and  fore  arm  to  the  hand,  when 
the  pain  fixed  more  in  the  joint  of  the 
hand.  At  night,  however,  it  went  back  to 
its  old  place  in  the  fhoulder. 


Th« 
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The  30th,  he  felt  pains  on  the  right  fide 
of  the  neck.  The  Tradlors  were  now 
daily  applied  to  the  fhoulder,  and  drawn 
down  as  far  as  the  fore  arm  until  the  4th  of 
April.  The  fame  fymptoms  as  above  men- 
tioned always  followed,  and  no  permanent 
relief  was  given  to  the  fhoulder  fgj. 

From 

(g)  This  cafe  Is  Important  on  two  accounts.  It  affords 
ils  an  example  of  the  embarra’flments,  under  which  molt 
of  the  experiments  at  Copenhagen  were  made,  for  want  of 
the  neceffary  inftruitions  for  applying  the  Traitors  ; and 
at  the  fame  time  we  have  prefented  to  our  view,  an  un- 
deniable afiion  of  the  metals  on  the  difeafe,  although  they 
did  not  wholly  remove  it. 

The  T raitors  ’ here,  as  in  all  cafes  of  pairts  in  the 
fhoulder,  fhould  have  been  drawn  quite  to  the  ends  of  the 
fingers,  and  then  the  pains  would  not  have  flopped  at  the 
elbow  and  joint  of  the  hand,  as  did  regularly  take  place 
from  their  not  being  extended  further  than  thofe  parts, 
v It  is  impoflible  for  us  to  know  certainly  what  this  com- 
plaint was.  If  it  was  a rheumatic  affeition,  and  no  oily 
or  greafy  application  was  ufed  at  the  fame  time,  and  if 
the  patient  was  free  from  any  fcrophulous  or  venereal 
taint , I fhould  not  have  hefitated  to  declare,  that  the 
Traitors,  if  properly  applied,  would  have  cured  it.  But  if 
there  was  any  defeit  in  the  bone,  as  an  exfoliation,  the 
metallic  praitice  could  give  it  no  permanent  relief,  and 
jnuft  have  ferved  only  as  a palliative.  From  its  refitt- 
ing 
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We  have  hnce  applied  blistering  plan- 
ters to  this  day,  14th  of  April  [ten  days] 
and  he  feems  to  think  himfelf  a little 
better. 

Case  IV. 

A 

Frederic  Kurshagen,  aged  30,  had 
pains  in  the  left  Jfttmlder , which  extended  to 
the  elbow,  particularly  in  lifting  up  the 
arm.  Sometimes  alfo  he  had  pains  in  the 
right  arrru  Various  remedies  had  already 
been  employed  without  feffedt,  yet  during 
the  ufe  of  mercurials,  the  pains  had  Some- 
what, though  very  little,  diminifhed. 

The  2 1 ft  of  March  the  Tractors  were 
applied  to  th zfioulder  without  alteration. 

I 

2 2d.  The  pains  in  the  fhoukler  decreafed 
a little,  and  drew  more  towards  the  elbow. 

ing  the  various  remedies  which  had  been  ufed,  From  the 
enlargement  being  tender  to  the  touch,  without  difplay- 
ing  external  inflammation,  and  from  its  attacking  the 
clavicle,  which  is  fo  often  the  leat  of  fypbilitic  nodes , we 
can  fcarcely  doubt  but  the  difeafe  was  fomething  n\ore 
than  a mufcular  affection. 


F 
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The  23d  and  24th.  The  pains  fol- 
lowed the  Tra&ors  as  before. 

25th.  The  pains  in  the  fhoulder  dimi- 
nilhed,  but  thofe  in  the  elbow  increafed. 
He  could  move  his  arm  better,  and  indeed 
raife  it,  fo  that  he  put  his  hand  on  the 
back  of  his  neck,  which  was  impoffible  for 
him  to  accompLifh  before. 

26th.  Without  further  amendment. 

1 

27th.  In  confequence  of  the  pain  al- 
ways drawing  after  the  Tradlors  towards1 
the  elbows,,  they  were,  until  the  4th  of 
April,  continued  as  far  down  as  the  fore 
arm,  the  fhoulder  remaining  ftill  the  chief 
feat  of  the  pain  ; and  Perkinism,  not 
having  produced  further  amendment,  was 
laid  afide  (a). 

Case 


(a)  The  fame  inflrudlion,  as  it  refpedts  the  mode  of 
application,  can  be  drawn  from  this  cafe  as  from  the 
lad.  The  Tradtors  were  never  extended  down  but  a 
little  below  the  elbow,  confequently  the  pain  was  not  con- 
dudted  further  than  that  part.  This  cafe,  from  its  ftate- 

ment, 
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Case  V. 

Gertrude  Mary  Hojer,  aged  63,  had 
pains  in  the  right  eye , without  any  particu~ 
lar  exterior  appearance.  The  Tradtors 
were  applied  once  on  the  29th  of  March, 
and  the  pain  was  removed.  She  has  been 
perfectly  well  to  this  day,  April  14th. 

Case  VT 

Charlotte JSopjiia  Jones,  aged  28* 
had  pams  m .the  right  fhoulder,  which  ex* 
tended  up  to  the  neck.  She  had  befides  .an 
eruption  on  the  arms,  and  afterwards  on 
the  face  and  fhoulder. 

The  2 1 ft  of  March,  the  Tradtors  were 
applied  without  alteration. 

- rri  1 . 1 ,t1  -.hi  r 

ment,  appears  more  like  a rheumatic  affection  than  the 
complaint  in  Case  III.  and  the  application  feems  to 
have  taken  more  effedb 

2 2d, 
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22cl.  They  drew  the  pain  towards  the 
elbow.  Perkinism  was  daily  continued 
until  the  4th  of  April,  and  no  other  impor- 
tant benefit  was  derived  than  the  curing  of 
the  eruption  on  the  fkin.  The  pain,  fome 
hours  after  each  operation,  returned  from 
the  elbow  back  to  the  fhoulder  (b). 

Case  VIL 

Barbara,  aged  34,  had  an  epileptic  fit 
fome  years  fince,  on  feeing  a great  fire, 
with  which  however  die  had  not  been  at- 
tacked again  until  the  25th  of  March, 
when,  in  confequence  of  another  fire,  which 
fhe  faw  through  a window,  fhe  was  feized 
a fecond  time.  Since  this  die  has  had  fe- 
veral  convulfive  fits  in  the  hofpital,  and 
which  indeed  always  came  on  whenever 
die  faw  another  patient  in  convulfions. 

(b ) Patients  affli&ed  with  pains  of  this  defcription 
muft  never  expert  to  be  cured,  as  we  have  often  had  oc- 
cafion  to  obferve,  unlefs  the  Tra&ors  are  drawn  quite 
to  the  extremities.  We  are  not  told  here  that  no  oily, 
applications  were  at  the  fame  time  ufed.  The  curing  of 
the  cuticular  inflammation  in  this  cafe  muft  however  have 
been  a deftrable  obje<ft« 


March 
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March  30th.  She  complained  of  a vio- 
lent [hemicrania]  pain  on  one  fide  of  the 
head , and  alfo  a pain  in  the  left  armpit. 
The  Tra£tors  were  applied  down  along  her 
cheek.  During  the  operation  die  felt  a 
moving  of  the  pain  after  the  Tra£lors,  and 
it  became  lefs  violent.  In  the  afternoon 
the  pain  had  conliderably  increafed,  and 
lafted  till  midnight,  accompanied  with  a 
jiedpiratipn. 

The  3 id,  the  Tradtors  were  applied  from 
•the  armpit  down  as  far  as  the  fore  arm , 
becanfe  Ihe  complained  of  a very  violent 
pain  in  that  part.  She  immediately  found 
relief  there  alfo.  Towards  evening  again 

O O 

the  pains  increafed  (c),  and  were  attended 

(c)  Here  an  egregious  error  was  committed,  by  not 
repeating  the  ufe  of  the  Traitors  at  evening,  when  thofe 
fevere  pains  came  on.  Although  {he  was  perfectly  cured 
after  three  days  application,  file  would  not  have  had 
occafion  to  ufe  the  Traitors,  even  the  fecond  day,  had 
they  been  faithfully  applied  on  the  firft  evening,  and  ex- 
tended along  the  arms  to  the  ends  of  the  fingers,  and  efpe- 
cially  to  that  thumb  in  which  they  had  caufed  a numbnefs. 

F 3 with 


( 7°  ) 


\ 


with  a numbnefs  in  the  thumb,  and  profufe 
fweating,  after  which  however  fhe  was 
eafier. 

•?  • 

/ 

The  next  day,  ift  of  April,  Perkinism 
was  repeated.  The  relief  then  given 
was  permanent,  for  fmce  that  time  [four- 
teen days]  fire  has  not  complained  of  the 
lead:  pain. 

To  one  perfon  attacked  with  a very  vio- 
lent epileptic  fit , Perkinism  has  been  ap- 
plied without  any  benefit.  The  Tradtors 
were  ufed  in -the  following  manner,  and  no 
vifible  alterations  of  the  fymptoms  appear- 
ed during  the  application  : Four  hundred 
fcrokes  were  given  from  the  head  down- 
wards, one  hundred  with  the  brafs,  and  one 
hundred  with  the  iron -coloured  Tractors, 
and  the  other  two  hundred  with  both  at 
pnce  (d). 

OBSER- 

(d)  There  is  a fpecies  of  epileptic  fits,  in  which  the 
Tradtors  have  very  feldom  produced  any  benefit.  Of 
this  kind  is  the  epilepfia  cerebrally  or  fuch  as  attack  the 
2 whole 
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OBSERVATIONS  OF  THE  DANISH  EDITORS, 
SURGEONS  HERIIOLDT  AND  SAFN,  ON 
PERKINISM,  RESULTING  FROM  THE 
FOREGOING  EXPERIMENTS. 

Thefe  are  the  moil  important  experi- 
ments, which  to  our  knowledge  have  been 
made  in  Copenhagen,  and  the  opinions  of 
our  firfl  philofophers  on  this  remedy. 

The  general  attention  which  it  attracted, 
not  only  of  phyficians  but  other  characters 
alfo  converlant  in  natural  hiftory,  and  the 
delire  we  obferved  in  both  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  the  effeCts  the  TraCtors 
had  produced  in  America,  prompted  us  to 

whole  body  with  great  violence  and  very  fuddenly,  with- 
out giving  any  previous  warning  of  its  approach. 

Thofe,  on  the  contrary,  which  commence  with  the 
epileptica  aura , or  other  particular  adlion  on  fome  one  of 
the  limbs  before  the  whole  body  is  convulfed,  will  in  al- 
moft  every  inflance  obtain  immediate  relief,  if  the  Trac- 
tors can  be  foon  applied  to  that  part  where  fuch  fymp- 
toms  of  the  approaching  fit  are  perceived. 

From  the  ftatement  of  the  cafe  above,  it  is  probable, 
by  the  violence  of  the  attack,  it  was  of  that  defcription 
in  which  the  Traitors  have  not  often  been  fuccefsful. 
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publifh  immediately  what  we  knew  of  the 
fubjedl  ; otherwile  we  fhould  have  waited 
patiently  for  the  time,  when  a greater 
number  of  experiments,  and  a more  tho- 
rough investigation,  could  have  brought  the 
fubjedfc  to  fall  greater  maturity, 

Through  this  early  publication,  we  gain 
fo  much  at  leaf!,  that  medical  men  will  be 
better  inftfudled  in  the  manner  of  ufng 
the  Tradtors  ; and  obtain  a hint  in  what 
dheales  Perkinism,  either  in  America  or 
Denmark,  has  been  molt  efficacious ; and 
from  thefe  flatements  they  will  be  enabled 
to  judge  with  more  corredlnefs  of  the  real 
merits  of  this  remedv, 

J 

On  the  whole,  Perkinism  derives  an 
advantage  from  this,  that  our  experiments 
have  not  been  made  with  a view  of  con- 
firming any  favourite  theory,  or  of  fupport- 
ing  an  invented  hypothecs, 

We  do  not  find  it  poffible  to  apply  with 
my  juflice  againf:  Perkinism,  the  ar- 
guments 
p 
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suments  and  doubts  which  have  been  raifed 

O 

againft  Magnetism  ; for  inftance,  thofe 
in  M.  Davidson’s  letter  to  M.  Biester, 
the  Librarian  at  Berlin,  againft  the  re- 
cent experiments  of  Dr.  Pezold,  con- 
tained in  Reil’s  Archives  of  Phyfiology. 

If  the  experiments  at  Copenhagen  have 
not  all  had  that  complete  fuccefs  which 
attended  thofe  in  America,  they  have  how- 
ever demonjlrated  to  our  fatisf action,  that 
there  is  a great  deal  of  reality  at  bottom , and 
that  Perkinism  is  of  importance  to  the 
Phyfician ; and,  as  Abildgaard  hasjuftly 
obferved,  “ merits  particularly  the  tho- 
rough attention  of  the  Phyfiologift.” 

The  Editors  next  make  fome  defultory 
obfervations  on  the  theory  of  this  metallic 
operation,  which  they  think,  all  will  agree, 
muft  be  explained  on  the  principles,  either 
of  mechanical  fhnulus , electricity,  galvanifn, 
or  imagination ; but  that  from  the  infant 
ftate  of  the  pra61ice,  the  modus  operandi  is 
not  yet  completely  developed. 


They 
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They  however  remark,  that  “ the  obfer- 
vations  which  Professor  Abildgaard 
has  communicated,  induce  us  to  find  the 
theory,  which  with  his  ufual  fagacity 
he  has  given,  extremely  probable.  The 
effects  which  he  produced,”  fay  they,  “ can- 
not be  afcribed  to  a mechanical  irritation, 
as  the  Tradors  did  not  come  into  con- 
tad  with  the  fkin.  That  a mechanical  im- 
prelfion  on  the  nerves  might  be  attended 
with  fome  effeds,  under  certain  particular 
circumftances,  appears  poffible ; but  the 
Profeffor’s  experiments,  and  others,  prove 
that  Perkinism  does  not  ad  merely  by 
its  irritation.” 


REMARKS  OF  THE  EDITOR.. 


Here  ends  Surgeons  Herholdt’s  and 
Rafn’s  account  of  the  experiments  and 
obfervations  of  many  of  the  firft  medical 
charaders  at  Copenhagen,  on  Dr.  Per- 
kins’s difcovery. 

The 


( 75  ) 


The  reader  has  Seen  a candid  and  ho- 
nourable attempt  to  afcertain  the  truth  of 
thofe  pretentions,  which  have  for  their  ob- 
ject a great  difcovery  in  Medical  Philo- 
sophy. Influenced  by  no  other  motive  than 
that  of  fear  c hing  out  the  truth , thefe  Several 
characters,  and  more  elpeciaily  the  learned 
Editors,  have  been  adluated  by  that  bene- 
volent philoSophy,  which  charadlerizes  only 
the  real  promoters  of  Science,  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  human  happinefs.  Confi- 
dering  the  embarraffments  under  which 
they  laboured  for  want  of  many  necejfary 
documents , their  reports  are  very  favourable 
to  the  metallic  pradtice  ( ej . 

The 

( e ) Some  of  the  Editor’s  friends,  who  had  perufed  the 
tranflation  of  thefe  Reports,  before  they  had  been  put  to 
prefs,  conceived  that  “ moft  of  thofe  hofpital  experiments 
were  made  under  fo  many  unfavourable  circumftances, 
that  it  would  be  doing  but  an  injuftice  to  the  difcovery 
to  introduce  them  into  the  prefent  trail.  It  wras  fug- 
gefted,  that  many  malevolents , who  in  this  early  ftage  of 
the  practice  would  gladly  grafp  at  any  pretext  to  injure 
its  credit,  could  infinuate,  that  in  Copenhagen  it  did  not 
appear  that  the  Traitors  were  univcrfally  fuccefsful.” 

However 
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The  Editor  has  been  attentive  to  point 
out  in  Notes  the  caufes  of  the  failure  of 
fbme  of  their  experiments.  This  he  has 
clone  with  a view  of  affifting  thofe  who 
are  engaged  in  the  ufe  of  the  Tradlors 
in  this  country,  to  comprehend  the  kinds 
of  difeafes  for  which  they  are  efficacious, 
and  the  mode  of  their  application,  but  not 
to  complain  of  improper  intentions  on  the 
part  of  the  Danifh  phyficians.  Here  the 
writer  would  with  to  imprefs  on  the  minds 


However  well  intentioned  may  have  been  this  council  of 
my  friends,  yet  the  Editor  has  never  had  any  hefitation 
on  the  propriety  of  introducing  the  whole.  Indeed  there 
exift  motives  for  noticing  thofe  hofpital  cafes , which  do 
not  apply  to  the  others,  and  which  weigh  in  my  mind  as 
important.  They  have  afforded  an  opportunity  for  point- 
ing out  fome  errors,  into  which  many  of  the  purchafers 
of  the  T radtors  in  this  country  have  been  led,  by  not 
attending  fufficiently  to  the  rules  for  ufing  them.  There 
are  perfons,  no  doubt,  who  would  gladly  improve  any 
opportunity  to  injure  the  credit  of  this  or  any  other 
innovation,  which  affedted  their  intereft  ; but  there  are 
fortunately  many  alfo,  who  are  poffeffed  of  too  much 
difcretion  not  to  obferve,  that  the  merits  of  the  metallic 
practice,  even  in  thefe  half  made  experiments,  are  fully 
fubftantiated. 

of 
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of  thofe  who  poflefs  his  Tra&ors,  the  necefily 
of  oblervmg  the  rules  pointed  out  in  thoie 
Notes,  or  their  pra&ice  alfo  will  very  fre- 
quently be  attended  with  fimilar  relults. 
The  inefficacy  of  the  J'radlors  in  venereal  and 
fcrophulous  affections  ; the  ob flacks  which  oily 
applications  and  previous  perforation  prefent 
to  obtaining  relief ; the  necejfity  of  drawing 
them  quite  to  the  extremities  ; of  repealing  their 
ufe  at  leaf  three  times  in  the  day , &c.  &c. 
itis  hoped  will  claim  particular  attention. 

It  is  not  furprifing  that  the  gentlemen 
at  Copenhagen  did  not  pradtife  more  judi- 
cioufly  with  the  Tradtors,  when  it  is  ob- 
ferved  that  they  had  to  grope  their  way- 
through  an  untrodden  path , without  a com- 
pafs  to  diredt  them.  An  inftance  may 
poffibly  occur,  among  all  thofe  cafes  in 
which  the  Tractors  did  not  produce  their 
ufiial  effects,  where  the  caufes  I have  affigned 
for  their  failure  did  not  exift,  yet  I ap- 
prehend thefe  will  not  be  frequent. 

The 
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The  Author  of  this  difcovery,  whatever 
his  enemies  have  injurioufly  reprefented, 
has  never  pretended  that  the  Tradtors,  un- 
like all  other  remedies,' are  ever  infallible 
in  their  operation.  It  is  hoped,  that  thofe 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  laws  which 
regulate  the  animal  oeconomy,  and  the  nu- 
merous ills  to  which  it  is  unavoidably  ex- 
pofed,  will  not  pafs  lb  fevere  a cenfure 
upon  his  underflanding,  as  to  believe  that 
fuggeftion.  Such  a remedy  never  exift- 
ed,  but  in  the  advertifement  of  an  em- 
piric, or  in  the  brain  of  an  alchemifL  Per- 
haps mercury,  as  a fpecific  in  the  fyphilis, 
approaches  nearer  to  fuch  a thing  than  any 
other  example  we  can  give  ; yet  how  many 
conftitutions  are  ruined  and  lives  destroyed 
by  that  difeafe,  although  mercury  is  admi- 
niftered  by  the  moft  lkilfu'1  and  expe- 
rienced phylicians.  The  bark  is  called 
a ipecific  in  an*  intermittent  fever,  yet 
what' physician  has  not  feen  numerous  in- 
llances  of  its  failure. 


This 
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This  however,  Dr.  Perkins  has  de- 
clared, and  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  very 
many  medical  characters  of  high  reputation 
has  proved,  that  the  Metallic  Tractors, 
if  properly  applied,  in  certain  difeafes , arc 
more  fafe,  agreeable , expeditious , and  efficaci- 
ous in  their  operation , than  any  other  remedy . 
From  the  advahtages  which  the  public  now 
has,  for  fubjecting  their  merits  to  the  teft 
of  experiment,  and  from  the  increaling 
reputation  which  the  difcovery  is  in  con- 
fequence  gaining  throughout  Europe  and 
America,  the  intelligent  world  will  very 
foon  coincide  with  him  in  this  opinion. 

Any  further  obfervations  from  the  Edi- 
tor, on  the  experiments  at  Copenhagen, 
are  unneceffary.  Having  fully  prefented 
them  to  view,  and  pointed  out  the  caufes 
of  their  failures,  the  reader  is  competent 
to  a due  eftimation  of  their  importance,  as 
they  relate  to  the  point  in  queftion. 
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THE  EDITOR’S 

remarks 

O N 

Dr.  TODE’s  NOTES. 

I have  next  a fubjedl  to  notice,  which 
though  perhaps  not  very  interelHng  to 
Englifh  readers,  yet  is  particularly  fo  to 
fome  others. 

As  an  egregious  error  is  now  circulat- 
ing through  Germany  and  Denmark  re- 
fpedting  this  difcovery,  it  becomes  necef- 
fary  that  the  Editor,  who  alone  has  the 
means  of  corredting  it,  Ihould  devote  for 
that  purpofe  a few  pages  of  the  prefent 
tradl.  This  talk  is  impofed  upon  me,  from 
a relpe£t  due  to  many  high  perfonages  in 
America,  and  to  the  difcovery  itfelf. 

In  a note  in  the  early  part  of  this  work, 
it  is  mentioned  that  Dr.  Tode,  the  tranf- 

lator 
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iator  of  the  Danifh  pamphlet  into  the  Ger- 
man,  has  publifhed  notes  of  a very  extraor- 
dinary nature  on  the  American  teflimony, 
which  was  adduced  in  fupport  of  the  Trac* 
tors.  The  firft  information  given  me  of 
thefe  proceedings  at  Copenhagen,  was 
communicated  by  a very  refpedlable  and 
literary  gentleman  on  the  continent.  He 
writes,  “ Dr.  Tode  has  publifhed  fome 
fevere  comments  on  the  cafes  brought  for- 
ward in  America  in  favour  of  the  metallic 
pradlice.  Thefe  appearing  in  the  fame 
book,  and  indeed  prefacing  the  Danifh  ex- 
periments j mufl:  ferve  materially  to  preju- 
dice the  reader  againfl:  the  credit  of  the 
difcovery.  If  his  tranflation  of  them  is 
corredf,  thofe  cafes  are  certainly  very  excep- 
tionable, and  will  do  your  pradlice  no  ere-, 
dit  on  the  continent,  efpecially  after  what 
Dr.  Tode  has  advanced  concerning  them. 
Although,  however  refpedtable  may  be  the 
reports  at  Copenhagen,  and  however  fa- 
vourable they  may  be  to  the  pradtice,  yet  our 
opinions  on  its  merits  will  naturally  be  fome- 
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what  influenced  by  the  reputation  in  which 
the  difcovery  is  held  where  it  originated.” 

% 

It  may  well  be  conceived  that  my  fur- 
prize  was  great  on  receiving  this  intelli- 
gence, as  it  has  been  generally  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  fuccefs  of  the  pradice  in 
America  was  fubftantiated  by  as  full  and 
reipedable  teflimony  as  has  ever  been 
deemed  neceflary  to  eftablifh  any  medical 
fads. 


Not  long  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter 
the  work  itfelf  came  to  hand,  and  before 
I had  compared  the  original  American 
edition  with  the  German  tranflation  to  af- 
certain  its  corrednefs,  I was  not  a little 
furprized  at  the  ftridures  of  Dr.  Tode  on 
the  American  experiments.  Contrary  to 
the  fentiments  of  many  men  of  fcience, 
with  whofe  opinions  I have  been  favoured, 
and  contrary  to  the  remarks  of  moft  of 
the  Journals  and  Reviews  which  have  no- 
ticed  thefe  teflimonies  in  this  country,  he 
8 condemns 
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condemns  them,  and  conceives  them  enti- 
tled to  little  or  no  refpeft.  A more  cri- 
tical examination  explained  the  my  fiery, 
and  it  was  found  that  Dr.  Tode’s  fever  e 
remarks , which  in  many  inflances  appeared 
little  lefs  than  the  groflefl  ablurdities,  arofe 
generally  from  an  incorreft  and  imperfe6t 
tranflation. 

The  widely  different  degrees  of  credit 
which  is  attached  to  the  American  teftimo- 
nies  by  Surgeons  Herholdt  and  Rafn, 
editors  of  the  Danifh  edition,  and  of  Dr. 
Tode,  of  the  German,  is  explained  by  the 
Doftor’s  “ not  having  (as  he  tells  us  in  the 
courfe  of  his  notes)  feen  the  original  Eng- 
lifh  edition,”  but  only  an  imperfeft  tranfla- 
tion. The  opinions  of  the  former  gentle- 
men the  reader  has  had  occafion  to  notice9 
(fee  page  8.) 

Being  in  pofTeflion  of  the  original  Ame- 
rican edition,  and  of  a very  corre£t  tranfla- 
tion of  the  German,  I fhall  adduce  a few 

s 
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examples  of  the  deviations  referred  to,  and 
that  writer’s  comments.  From  thefe  an 
opinion  may  be  formed  of  the  whole. 

1 o give  them  all  is  unneceffary  and  im- 
proper ; for,  in  order  to  have  a full  compre- 
henfion  of  them,  it  would  be  neceffary,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  adduce  the  feveral  expe- 
riments to  which  thefe  notes  relate.  This 
would  extend  the  prefent  pamphlet  to  an 
unreafonable  length.  As  the  greateih  part 
of  them  are  already  publifhed  in  this  coun- 
try (fee  Influence  of  Metallic  'Tradors , &c.) 
the  reader  can  eafily  examine  them  him- 
felf. 

The  firfh  obfervation  that  flrikes  forci- 
bly, on  peruling  the  German  edition,  is, 
that  the  titles  at  the  head  of  each  com- 
munication delignating  profejfons , are  in 
almod:  every  inftance  omitted,  and  that  at 
the  fame  time  the  chief  ground  of  com- 
plaint with  Dr.  Tode  confifts  in  urging, 
“ that  they  are  from  perfons  of  no  note 
or  character,  and  confequently  entitled  to 

no 
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no  credit.”  This  is  indeed  the  amount  of 
the  whole  which  he  has  advanced  againfl 
thefe  ftatements. 

The  firfi:  communication  in  the  Ameri- 

. 

can  pamphlet  is  from  John  Tyler,  Efq; 
of  Prefton,  in  the  flate  of  Connedficut,  a 
magiftrate  in  the  county  of  New  London, 

V 

and  late  Brigadier  General  of  the  militia  in 
that  fiate.  The  American  pamphlet,  after 
placing  the  name  and  military  title  [Gene- 
ral] of  this  gentleman  at  the  head  of  his 
flatement,  gives  his  account  of  two  cures 
performed  in  his  family  by  Dr.  Perkins. 
The  firfi:  relates  to  the  removal  of  the  pain 
in  an  incifed  wound  in  his  leg,  the  latter  is 
as  follows  : “ My  wife  at  that  time  (17th 
June  1796)  was  affiidled  with  rheumatic 
pains  in  her  hip,  which  had  been  upon  her  a 
number  of  years,  and  had  affiidled  her  to 

r 

fuch  a degree  as  to  render  that  fide  fhorter 
than  the  other,  and  to  make  her  unable  at 
that  time  to  raife  herfelf  from  the  chair 
without  the  greateff  difficulty,  or  to  walk 
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acrofs  the  room  without  leaning  on  her 
ftaff,  and  with  that  not  without  the  great- 
eft  inconvenience.  Dr.  Perkins  applied 
the  Tradtors,  and  fhe  declared  herfelf  free 
from  pain,  and  immediately  arofe  from  her 
chair  without  any  affiftance  or  apparent 
difficulty,  and  walked  feveral  times  acrofs 
the  room  without  any  fupport,  and  has 
continued  to  this  time  able  to  walk  in  that 
manner,  not  having  been  troubled  with 
pain  in  the  night,  of  which  fhe  had  much 
complained  before,  and  has  truly  been  to 
all  appearance  a different  perfon,  as  to  the 
yfe  of  her  limbs,  from  the  time  of  that  ap- 
plication, to  what  fhe  had  been  for  years 
before.”  In  the  German  tranflation  the 
whole  of  this  ftatement  is  corredliy  given, 
excepting  with  the  omijfion  of  the  gene - 
rcil's  title , and  Dr,  Tode’s  comments  on 
it  are  as  follows  : “ This  puts  one  in  mind 
of  the  number  left  crutches  which  are  kept 

near  medicinal  Springs,  as  proofs  that  the 

# 

fick  can  go  from  them  without  affiftance,” 
fiad  the  Podlor  known  the  rank  and  re-. 

jpedlability 


( 8y  ) 

Ipe&ability  of  this  gentleman,  we  might 
have  pronounced  this  a fpecies  of  raillery , 
which,  every  philofopher,  who  has  truth 
in  purfuit,  however  favourable  his  talents, 
would  not  have  adopted. 

The  fecond  cafe  in  the  American  pam- 
phlet relates  to  the  cure  of  a quinfy  on 
Mr.  Glover,  of  Plainfield,  who,  in  de- 
l'cribing  his  cafe,  fays,  “ that  during  the 
lafl  feven  years  he  had  been  frequently 
vifited  with  fevere  attacks  of  the  quinfy, 
which,  not withftanding  the  firjft  medical 
affiftance,  never  left  him  under  eight  or 
ten  days,”  &c.  &c.  The  German  tranf- 
lation  of  this  fays,  “ from  which  I have 
never  been  free  more  than  eight  or  ten  days 
together Here  is  fine  game  for  Dr.  Tode, 
and  he  improves  it  as  follows  : “ By  this 
perfon’s  ftatement,  he  had  the  quinfy  in 
the  courfe  of  feven  years  at  leaf:  eighty- 
four  times.  If  at  each  attack  it  had  broke 
open  before  it  was  cured,  his  throat  mud 
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have  been  cut  to  pieces  in  a curious  man- 
ner.” All  this  requires  no  reply.  The 
reader  will  fee  what  grounds  there  were 
for  his  objedtions  to  the  eighty-four  times ; 
throat  cut  to  pieces &c, 

Here  follows  a communication  from 
Dr.  Ebenezer  Robinson,  of  Plainfield, 
Connedticut.  The  American  pamphlet, 
after  mentioning  this  gentleman’s  name 
and  profeflional  title , Rates  his  obfervation 
as  follows ; 

^ ..  . / -v  . • -i 

u I have  been  acquainted  with  Dr. 
Perkins’s  method  of  removing  many 
painful  and  inflammatory  df cafes  by  his  Me- 
tallic Tradtors,  for  near  a year.  I have 
frequently  had  fuccefs  in  removing  pains 
and  inflammations  of  various  kinds,  among 
which  are  pains  in  the  head,  burns  and 
rheumatfm.  I have  full  confidence  in  the 
efficacy  of  the  means,  and  that  it  is  a very 
valuable  difcovery.”  The  German  edition 
has  given  a corredt  tranflation  of  this,  but 

takes 
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takes  the  liberty  of  omitting  the  title , dcjig* 
nating  the  profefion  of  the  teftifier,  and  then 
Dr.  Tode  ingenionjly  obje&s  to  it  for  the 
following  reafon  : “ This  is  one  of  thofe 
teftimonies,  which  prove  leaft,  and  does 
not  deferve  any  credit,  as  the  witnefs  is 
not  a profefional  man , and  only  makes  ufe 
of  general  affertions.” 

Calvin  Goddard,  Efq.  of  Plainfield, 
Attorney  at  Law,  and  a Member  of  the 
Legiflature  of  the  State  of  Connediicut, 
communicates  a cure  of  a phlegmon  or  boil , 
which  he  himfelf  witneffed  [See  Influence  of 
Metallic  'Traitors, page  63].  The  American 
pamphlet,  after  placing  his  name  and  title 
at  the  head  of  his  letter,  gives  his  ftatement 
as  follows.  “ I have  lately  been  eye- wit-- 
nefs  to  an  experiment  with  your  Tradlors, 
which  appeared  to  me  a little  lingular.  A 
rough  hardy  labourer  had  a very  bad  boil 
upon  the  out  fide  of  his  ancle  : the  limb 
was  much  fwelled  from  his  knee  to  his  toes, 
and  appeared  as  if  the  lkin  was  ready  to 

burff. 


( 9°  ) 

burjft.  The  foot  was  in  a high  hate  of  in- 
flammation, and  the  pain  which  extended 
to  his  hip  was  fo  fevere,  as  to  deprive  him 
of  deep  the  night  preceding.  I drew  the 
inftruments  repeatedly  up  and  down  his  leg 
without  any  vifible  effedt  or  decreafe  of  pain, 
until  l was  almoft  difcouraged.  At  length, 
hovrever,  he  pulled  off  his  coat  and  flung 
it  alide.  It  was  one  of  thofe  cold  nights  in 
the  beginning  of  this  month.  The  leg  was 
on  a fudden  wet  with  perlpiration ; indeed 
the  fweat  infrailtaneoufly  burh  from  all  its 
pores.  The  - inflammation  upon  the  foot 
fubflded,  and  the  dwelling  abated.  The 
man  declared  himfelf  free  from  pain,  went 
to  bed,  flept  well,  and  I have  heard  no  fur- 
ther complaint.  As  I had  never  known  of 
this  fweating  effedt,  I thought  the  cafe 
worth  reporting  to  you.” 

The  German  tranflation  omits  the  title  as 
ufual,  but  gives  the  flatement  corredtly. 
Thus  follows  the  Doctor’s  remarks.  “ Who 
paay  this  Mr.  Calvin  Goddard  be,  that 
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\ve  fhould  fo  implicitly  give  him  credit ; 
yet  it  is  the  fafhion  with  all  thofe  phyfl- 
cians,  who  trumpet  forth  their  cures,  to 
bring;  witnefles  who  have  no  other  creden- 
tials  than  their  names.  But  the  more  ex- 
traordinary is  the  cure,  fo  much  the  more 
neceffity  is  there  for  our  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  rank  and  condition  of 
the  witnels ; and  it  is  alfo  the  more  re- 
quired, that  he  fhould  have  a certain  np- 
toriety . How  can  a perfon  in  Europe 
trufl  to  fuch  witnefles,  when  they  certify 
to  things  fo  extraordinary.” 

In  this  opinion  I perfectly  agree  with 
Dr.  I ode,  and  will  beg  leave  even  to  ex 
tend  his  argument  further,  and  obferve, 
that  in  cafes  of  this  defcription,  66  the  more 
neceffary  is  it  ” that  he  fhould  have  pro- 
cured a faithful  tranflation,  in  order  that 
the  public  may  know  “ who  may  this  Mr . 
Calvin  Goddard  be  and  that  the  pbyli- 
cian,  who  in  this  inftance  “ trumpets  forth 
his  cures , does  bring  witneffes , who  have 
Other  credentials  than  their  names?' 
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Tn  the  American  pamphlet  is  the  foD 
lowing:  statement  from  Nathan  Pierce, 
Efq;  Governor  and  Manager  of  the  almf- 
houfe  at  Newburyport,  [See  Influence  of 
Metallic  fraElors,  page  60.]  “ Dr.  Per- 

kins vifited  the  almfhoufe  of  this  town 
yefterday,  and  performed  operations  with 
his  Metallic  Tradtors  on  three  perfons, 
viz.  one  woman  and  two  men,  feverely 
afflidled  with  the  I'heumatifm  ; and  from 
the  bed:  obfervation  I have  been  able  to 
make  in  fo  fhort  a time,  they  all  appear  to 
he  much  relieved  of  their  complaints.’* 
This  is  tranflated  correctly  in  the  German, 
yet  Dr.  Tode  objects  to  it  as  follows; 
“ This  teftimony  is  not  very  concliifive,  as 
the  reader  fees  ; a circumftantial  narrative 
is  wanting,  and  one  may  obferve  that 
nothing  is  proved  by  it,  but  that  three 
perfons  believed  themfelves  to  be  cured 
of  their  rhfcumatifm  by  the  above  operas 
tion.”  Why  Dr.  Tode  complained  of  this 
flatement,  becaufe  “ three  perfons  believ- 
ed themfelves  to  be  cured,”  requires  inge- 
M nui  ty 
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nuity  to  difcover.  No  mention  is  made 
of  the  word  “.believe”  in  the  Ratement, 
or  any  thing  which  fuggeRs  that  the  opi- 
nions of  the  patients  were  taken  at  all. 
But  fuppofing  they  were  queRioned  on  the 
fubjetR  of  their  pains,  it  Ihould  feem  that 
they  were  at  leaR  as  good  judges  of  their 
own  feelings  as  another  perfon.  I can 
offer  no  explanation  of  the  Do6tor’s  mean- 
ing in  this  criticifm. 

The  Rev.  Levi  Hart,  Fellow  of  the 
univerfity  of  New  Haven  (See  Influence  of 
Metallic  T raftors,  page  75.)  Rates  in  the 
American  pamphlet,  after  the  mention  of 
his  profeflional  title,  as  follows  : 66  I have 
been  a witnefs  to  the  fuccefsful  application 
of  your  Metallic  Tra6tors,  in  removing 
rheumatic  pains  and  head-aches . In  re- 
peated in  Ranees  I have  feen  excruciating 
pains , occafioned  by  contufons , removed 
in  a few  minutes  by  the  fame  application. 
From  perfonal  obfervation,  and  the  infor- 
mation of  others,  I am  fully  fatisfied  of 
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the  utility  of  your  difcovery  for  the 
lief  of  human  diftrefs  in  various  com- 
plaints.” The  German  pamphlet,  as  ufual, 
gives  no  title  to  this  gentleman,  but  has 
defcribed  the  communication  corredtly. 
Dr.  Tode  fays,  “ Againft  Mr.  Levi 
Hart  I have  no  other  objection,  than 
that  we  do  not  know  how  far  he  may  be 
entitled  to  bear  witnefs  in  this  affair.” 

I could  go  on  and  give  a number  more 
of  the  Doctor’s  remarks  which  are  in  a 
limilar  ft  rain,  and  which  have  juft  the  fame 
grounds  for  complaint  as  thofe  I have  ad- 
duced, but  I apprehend  the  reader  will  not 
take  much  interefl  in  their  perufal. 

Dr.  Tode  is  faid  to  be  a phyfician  of 
fome  eminence,  and  had  he  not  been  de- 
ceived by  an  imperfect  tranflation,  he  mofl 
undoubtedly  would  not  thus  have  expofed 
his  charafter.  Surgeons  Herholdt  and 
Rafn  had  feen  the  American  pamphlet  in 
the  original  edition  of  the  Englifh  lan- 
guage. 
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guage,  and  confequently,  as  they  tell  us  in 
their  prefatory  remarks,  they  found  the 
tedimony  in  favour  of  the  Tractors  of  a 
very  refpectable  nature.  Dr.  Tode  “ never 
faw  the  American  edition,”  and  as  by  fome 
accident  it  feems  mod;  of  the  titles  were 
omitted  in  the  Danifh  tranflation,  he  has 
extended  the  fame  error  to  the  German, 
and  founded  his  objections  upon  that  omif- 
fion.  Though,  however  ill  he  may  have 
thought  of  the  American  cafes,  it  is  hoped 
he  will  entertain  a different  opinion  of 
thofe  publifhed  at  Copenhagen,  for,  among 
all  the  Danifh  experiments,  none  were 
more  fuccefsful  than  thofe  of  his  own 
colleague,  Surgeon  Bleek.  {See  page  33.) 
As  his  comments  were  undoubtedly  written 
before  the  experiments  at  Copenhagen  were 
made,  he  might  very  naturally,  from  the 
fimple  appearance  of  the  Tractors,  conceive 
them  a fit  fubject  for  ridicule. 

As  Dr.  Tode’s  erroneous  account  of  the 
American  cafes  is  now  circulating  in  Ger- 
many, and  other  parts  of  the  continent, 
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I have  confidence  that  the  reader  will  in- 
dulge me  a little  further  on  this  fubjedt, 
and  give  nie  leave  to  mention  the  num- 
ber and  profeffions  of  the  feveral  chara&ers 
whofe  names  appear  in  that  pamphlet. 

Of  thofe  who  have  individually  ffated 
cafes,  or  who  have  prefented  their  names 
to  the  public  as  men  who  approved  of  this 
remedy,  and  acknowledged  themfelves  in- 
ftrumental  in  circulating  the  Tra&ors,  are 
fifty-fix  in  number ; thirty- four  of 

WHOM  ARE. PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS,- 
and  many  of  thefe  of  the  firfi  eminence ; 
thirteen  clergymen,  mofh  of  whom  are 
do£tors  of  divinity,  and  connected  with  the 
literary  inftitutions  in  America ; among 
the  remainder  are  two  members  of  con- 
grefs,  one  profeffor  of  natural  philofophy 
in  a college,  &c.  &c. 

The  trad!  on  “ The  Influence  of  Metal- 
lic Tra&ors,”  has  a confiderable  propor- 
tion of  the  communications  which  are 
contained  in  that  American  pamphlet, 
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blit  which  however,  in  confequence  of  its 
appearing  at  a later  period,  prefents  to  the 
public  an  account  of  fome  new  experi- 
ments,  which  at  that  early  fealon  had  not 
been  communicated.  This  work  has  al- 
ready been  noticed  in  feveral  literary  jour- 
nals in  this  country.  The  refpe£lability  of 
the  chara£lers  who  have  attefted  to  the 
efficacy  of  the  Tra&ors  in  America,  can 
better  be  learned  by  extracts  from  fome  of 
thefe  journals. 

The  Analytical  Review  for  June 
1798,  remarks  that  “ This  pamphlet  con- 
tains the  refult  of  many  experiments  made 
in  the  United  States,  by  gentlemen  of  high 
relpe&ability  and  literary  talents.” 

The  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Re- 
view for  November  1 798,  fays,  “ The  evi- 
dence adduced,  refpe&ing  the  powers  of  the 
remedy  here  recommended,  is  apparently  fo 
ftrong,  both  in  nature  and  extent,  that  no 
inconfiderable  importance  attaches  to  the 
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fubjedl,  and  we  are  led  to  give  a more  ex- 
tended account  of  it  than  we  might  other- 
wife  have  deemed  neceflary.”  In  another 
place  it  obferves,  that  “ The  teftimonies  ad- 
duced in  their  [the  Tradtors]  fupport,  are  at 
leafl  honourable  if  not  decihve.  Many  come 
from  perfons — not  of  the  medical  profef- 
fion,  but  who  neverthelefs  feem  competent 
on  the  prefent  occafron  ; for  the  fubjedt  is, 
for  the  moft  part,  an  appeal  to  the  common 
fenfes.  Others  of  the  fadts  are  vouched 
for,  by  members  of  the  medical  profeflion  of 
high  and  diftinguhhed  charadler.”  After 
a very  long  extradt  of  upwards  of  twenty-fix 
pages  from  the  book,  they  obferve,  “ We 
have  thus  thought  it  our  duty,  to  go  much 
at  large  into  the  evidence  which  has  been 
brought  forward,  in  fupport  of  the  alledged 
power  of  the  Metallic  Tradlors,  for,  un- 
queflionably,  if  there  be  no  error  or  mif- 
conception  of  fadts,  the  importance  of  the 
difcovery  is  great  indeed.  Where  the 
proofs  are  fo  many  and  fo  ftrong,  it  would 
be  unreafonable  to  queftion  them  on  any 

other 
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other  grounds  than  cautious  and  fair  expe- 
riment.” 

The  Critical  Review  for  February 
1799,  obferves,  “ Dr.  Perkins  applies  the 
new  fcience  of  Galvanifm  to  various  difeafes 
of  the  human  body.  The  effefts  of  his 
Metallic  Rods  in  America  appear  to  be  well 
fupported  by  evidence,  and  we  have  heard 
perfons  in  this  country  Ipeak  of  them  with 
commendation.” 

1 

The  Philosophical  Magazine,  an- 
other valuable  record  of  the  literature  of 
the  age,  has  alfo  treated  the  evidence  ad- 
duced in  favour  of  the  Tra&ors,  as  no  lefs 
deferving  relpe£h 
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PART  II. 


EXPERIMENTS 

WITH  THE 

METALLIC  TRACTORS 

IN  ENGLAND. 


IN  conformity  to  the  original  defign,  the 
remainder  of  this  work  will  be  devoted 
to  noticing  the  experiments  and  obferva* 
tions  of  perfons  who  have  been  moll  en- 
g-ased  in  the  Metallic  Practice  in  this  coun- 
try.  In  the  view  of  many,  thefe  will  be 
more  fatisfa£lory,  as  the  authenticity  and 
corre&nefs  of  the  ftatements  can  be  more 
eafily  afcertained. 

That  which  claims  our  firft  notice  is 
the  pra&ice  of  a gentleman,  who  has  had 
more  experience  with  the  Tractors  than 
any  perfon  (myfelf  excepted)  in  England. 
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His  thorough  knowledge  of  the  fubjedl  has 
of  courfe  enabled  him  to  employ  them  with 
great  fuccefs.  The  perfon  to  whom  I al- 
lude is  Mr.  C.  C.  Langworthy,  furgeon, 
Bath. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  this 
gentleman,  after  having  completed  his  re- 
gular furgical  education  in  England,  made 
a tour  to  America,  where  he  heard  much 
of  Dr.  Perkins’s  difcovery,  and  faw  fome 
of  his  praftice.  From  what  he  learned 
there,  and  from  fome  cures  performed  on 
board  the  fhip,  in  which  he  took  palfage 
for  England,  Mr.  L.  was  induced  on  his  ar- 
rival here  to  provide  himfelf  with  a fet  of 
theTradlors.  Thefe  he  was  ever  attentive 
to  try,  whenever  any  fuitable  fiibjedt  offered, 
and  at  the  fame  time  kept  an  accurate  me- 
morandum of  every  cafe.  An  account  (f) 
of  thefe  he  prefented  to  the  public  in  Sep- 
tember laft. 

; 

(f)  See  <c  View  of  Perkinean  Electricity, 
or  an  Enquiry  into  the  Influence  of  Me- 
tallic Tractors.”  Publiflied  by  Johnfon,  St. 
Paul’s  Church-yard,  and  Cruttwell,  Bath. 
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The  great  fuccefs  attending  his  experi- 
ments, fo  fully  confirmed  him  in  the  im- 
portance of  the  difcovery,  that  he  refolved 
on  making  it  the  fubjedl  of  his  foie  at- 
tention ; and  with  a view  of  giving  publi- 
city and  currency  to  the  Metallic  Pra&ice, 
he  afterwards  eflablifhed  himfelf  at  Bath. 

Moft  of  Mr.  Langworthy’s  experi- 
ments were  made  at  Briftol  Hotwells,  dur- 
ing a fhort  refidence  at  that  place  to  attend 
on  a fick  relation.  The  difeafes,  in  which 
he  found  theTra&ors  moft  efficacious,  were, 
painful  topical  affeCiions , as  chronic  and  in- 
flammatory rheumatifm , inflammatory  gout, 
quinfey , eryflpelas , tetters , tumefactions  from 
contufions,fcalds , burns , inflammations  of  the 
eyes , head-aches , and  pains  on  various  parts 
of  the  body.  The  fubftance  of  fome  of 
thefe  cafes,  and  fuch  other  things  as  may 
be  thought  worthy  of  particular  notice, 
(hall  briefly  be  given. 
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CHRONIC  RHEUMATISM. 

44  Mrs.  Arbuthnot,  widow  of  the  late 
John  Arbuthnot,  Efq;  Infpedtor  General 
of  the  Linen  Manufacture  in  Ireland,’ * fays 
Mr.  L.  44  had  for  fix  years  been  affli&ed 
with  a chronic  rheumatifm , attended  gene- 
rally by  a coldnefs  and  torpidity  in  all  her 
limbs,  and  frequently  with  nervous  affec- 
tions, of  fo  very  diftr  effing  a nature,  that 
her  life  was  confidered  in  great  danger. 
She  had  confulted  feveral  medical  men  in 
Ireland  to  little  purpofe,  and  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  prefent  year  came  over  from 
that  kingdom,  and  reforted  to  the  waters 
of  Bath.  Receiving  no  benefit  from  thefe, 
fhe  removed  to  the  Hotwells  of  Briftol,  the 
waters  of  which  were  alike  inefficacious. 
I advifed  her  to  try  the  Tradlors,  and  hav- 
ing inftru&ed  her  how  to  ufe  them,  left 
a fet  with  her  that  fhe  might  operate  on 
lierfelf,  or  get  fome  female  friend  to  do  fo, 
when  the  pains  were  moft  violent.  The 
Tradlors  were  applied  feveral  fucceffive 
: j mornings. 
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mornings,  during  which  the  pains  gra- 
dually abated,  and  in  three  weeks  from  the 
commencement  of  this  practice  they  were 
entirely  removed.  Some  time  after  this, 
on  taking  a tepid  bath,  her  rheumatic 
pains  and  nervous  affedlions  .were  brought 
on  again  as  violently  as  ever.  She  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  Tractors  a fecond  time,  and 
in  the  fpace  of  a fortnight  the  pains  were 
entirely  removed,  and  her  nervous  com- 
plaint fubfided.” 

Mr.  Bird,  of  Sion  Houfe,  or  Upper  Hot- 
well,  had  been  fubjedt  to  violent  rheumatic 
pains  for  upwards  of  ten  years,  which  at- 
tacked him  at  various  periods  of  the  year, 
and  fometimes  rendered  him  incapable  of 
walking  or  ufing  his  limbs.  About  two 
months  before  Mr.  L.  faw  him  he  was  feized 
fo  feverely  in  his  right  arm,  from  his  flioul- 
der  to  the  wrift,  that  he  could  not  move  it 
without  violent  pain,  and  was  obliged  to  ab- 
fent  himfelf  from  duty  that  day  as  member 
of  the  Briftol  volunteers.  Mr.  L.  applied 
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the  Tractors,  and  in  a few  minutes  the 
pain  defcended  from  the  fhoulder  to  the 
hand;  in  lefs  than  a quarter  of  an  hour 
he  could  lift  his  arm  to  his  head,  and  move 
it  in  all  directions  with  perfect  eafe.  A 
flight  pain  remained  in  his  writ,  which 
however  in  a few  hours  went  gradually 
off,  and  he  felt  no  return.  In  his  former 
attacks  the  pain  had  generally  lafted  for 
feveral  weeks ; and  it  was  evident  that 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  was  topped  and 
removed  by  the  Tractors.” 

ACUTE  RHEUMATISM. 

Mr.  Wheeler,  the  book-keeper  of  the 
Rummer  Tavern,  had  been  afflicted  with 
a violent  acute  rheumatifm  for  fix  weeks, 
which  confined  him  to  his  bed.  He  had 
tried  various  applications  without  effect. 
“ I vifited  Mr.  Wheeler,”  fays  Mr.  L.  “ in 
company  with  Dr.  O’Connell,  and  found 
him  in  very  violent  pain  in  all  his  limbs, 
and  incapable  of  moving  his  right  arm  to 
his  .head,  or  taking  up  the  cup  in  which  his 
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wife  ufually  adminiftered  to  him  his  drink. 
I drew  the  Tradlors  over  his  right  fhoul- 
der,  extending  them  along  the  deltoid 
mufcle,  down  his  arm,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
nerve,  to  the  end  of  his  fingers,  which  were 
tumefied  but  not  inflamed.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  fifteen  minutes,  he  declared  that 
the  pains  were  entirely  removed,  and  to 
his  great  aflonifhment,  as  well  as  that  of 
his  wife  and  Dr.  O’Connell,  he  could 
move  his  arm  in  every  diredtion,  and  tak- 
ing up  the  cup,  he  exclaimed,  “ Look, 
look,  I can  lift  it  to  my  mouth  with  per- 
fedt  eafe  !”  He  had  alfo  violent  pains  in 
his  right  thigh,  on  which  I operated  about 
as  long  a time  as  on  his  arm,  when  he  faid 
he  was  entirely  free  from  pain,  and  expref- 
fed  a defire  to  walk,  which  he  did  with 
great  eafe.  The  next  day  when  I called 
on  him  again  I found  he  had  flept  well, 
which  he  had  not  done  from  the  period 
he  was  firft  taken  ill  to  the  time  I faw 
him.  The  pains  had  not  returned  in  his 
right  arm  nor  right  thigh,  but  his  left 
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thigh  hacl  been  for  two  hours  fo  painful* 
that  he  was  incapable  of  moving  it  in  the 
leaf!  degree.  I operated  on  it  for  twenty 
minutes,  when  the  pain  was  entirely  re- 
moved, and  he  walked  about  the  room 
nearly  a quarter  of  an  hour  with  perfedt 
eafe.  The  next  day  he  told  me  he  was 
much  better,  but  the  pains  had  not  entirely 
left  him.  I applied  the  Tra£lors  to  all 
his  limbs,  and  left  him  quite  eafy.  Two 
days  after  I called  on  him  again,  and 
found  that  he  was  gone  out,  was  free  from 
pain,  had  a good  appetite,  refted  well  at 
night,  and  had  no  other  complaint  than 
debility.  When  I had  done  with  him,  he 
wafhed  himfelf  in  linimentum  faponis.  He 
has  fince  gained  ftrength  and  flefh  very  ra- 
pidly, and  is  now  quite  well,  and  follows 
his  ufual  occupation  as  book-keeper  at  the 
Rummer-tavern/’ 

Mr.  Coward,  Book-keeper,  at  the  Bufh, 
Briftol,  was  attacked  with  an  inflammatory 
rheumatifm  in  his  foot,  which  had  continued 
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three  or  four  days,  and  gave  him  much 
pain,  inflammation,  and  fwelling.  The 
flannel  in  which  his  foot  was  wrapped  be- 
ing removed,  the  Tradlors  were  applied  for 
about  a quarter  of  an  hour,  when  a perfpi- 
ration  came  on  all  over  his  body,  and  he 
felt  quite  eafy.  The  inflammation  difap- 
peared,  and  the  fecond  day  he  put  on  his 
flocking  and  fhoe,  and  has  felt  no  return 
of  pain  iince.  It  is  two  months  flnce  the 
application.” 

A cure  of  an  inflammatory  fore  throat  and 
a fcald , are  next  mentioned  ; after  which 
Mr.  Langworthy  gives  an  account  of 
his  attendance  on  a patient  in  St.  Peter’s 
Hofpital  at  Briftol,  for  many  years  afflidled 
with  complicated  maladies,  often  appearing 
like  the  fymptoms  of  the  atonic  gout , and 
which  had  baffled  the  firft  medical  Ikill. 

He  commenced  his  operations  on  the 
20th  of  July,  when  all  her  limbs-  were 
affedled.  Her  knees,  wrifts,  hands,  and 
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lingers  fo  tumefied  and  ftiffened,  that  the 
could  make  but  little  ufe  of  them.  The 
applications  were  daily  made  until  the  7th 
of  Auguft,  when  fhe  was  much  relieved 
from  her  complaints.  Every  operation 
was  attended  with  fome  fenfible  improve- 
ment. 

In  Mr.  Lang  worthy’s  pamphlet,  is 
introduced  an  account  of  fome  experiments 
by  Mr.  Elford  Spark  Langworthy,  a 
furgeon  of  Brixham,  Devonfhire.  The 
Communication  is  as  follows  : 

«*  Dear  Brother,  Auguft  30th,  1798. 

“ The  Cafes  I have  met  with  have 

been  but  few,  but  in  thofe  few  the  applica- 
tions have  been  attended  with  confiderable 
benefit. 

Cafe  1 ft. — A boy,  1 4 years  of  age,  about 
a year  and  a half  fince  was  attacked  with 
a fever  of  the  typhus  kind , which  in  a few 
weeks  terminated  in  a confirmed  fciatica . 
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Stimulants  were  applied  to  the  part  affetfted ; 
fiea-bathing  was  alfo  had  recourle  to,  and 
a variety  of  medicines  given  internally. 
But  all  thefe  means  proving  unfuccefsful, 
he  was  admitted  into  the  Exeter  hofpital, 
where  he  remained  for  fome  time,  but 
received  no  benefit.  Since  he  was  dif- 
mififed  from  the  hofpital,  he  has  continued 
to  bathe  in  the  fea,  by  which  his  general 
health  has  been  fomewhat  mended,  but 
the  lamenefs  continued  nearly  the  fame. 

He  is  by  trade  a thatcher,  and  his  fixa- 
tion in  life  compelled  him  to  purfue  it 
in  the  beft  manner  he  could.  His  me- 
thod of  getting  his  reed  upon  the  houfe 
or  hack  which  he  had  to  thatch,  was, 
by  dividing  the  bundles  into  feveral  parts, 
which  he  placed  on  a ladder,  one  at  a time, 
jull;  high  enough  to  be  able  to  fupport  it 
with  his  head,  while  he  held  faft  by  the 
ladder  with  both  hands,  in  order  to  bring 
up  his  leg.  This  was  the  only  way  that 
he  could  afcend.  I ought  to  tell  you,  that 
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the  difeafed  limb  is  nearly  an  inch  and  a 
half  fhorter  than  the  correfponding  one, 
and  confiderably  fmaller;  and  that  he  was 
fubjedl  to  violent  pains  on  every  change  of 
weather. 

During  the  firft  four  or  five  days,  he 
perceived  no  material  benefit  from  the 
Tradlors,  other  wife  than  that  they  pro- 
duced a great  degree  of  heat  on  the  fkin, 
which  gave  him  more  feeling  in  the  limb 
than  he  had  before.  At  the  end  of  ten 
days  or  a fortnight  he  was  confiderably 
better,  and  is,  at  the  time  of  my  writ- 
ing (which  is  three  weeks  from  the 
commencement  of  the  application)  fo 
much  recovered,  that  he  now  carries  his 
reed  in  whole  bundles  upon  the  houfe, 
holding  them  with  one  hand,  while  he 
fupports  himfelf  up  the  ladder  with  the 
other.  Before  the  application  of  the 
Tradtors,  he  could  not  reach  the  ground' 
with  his  hand  without  throwing  the  dif- 
eafed limb  behind  him,  but  he  can  now 
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ftoop  fo  as  to  take  up  any  thing  upon  a 
level  with  his  feet,  and  even  buckle  his 
fhoes.  I have  operated  upon  him  twice  a 
day  when  I have  had  an  opportunity,  but 
he  often  goes  into  the  country  too  early  for 
me  in  the  morning,  and  is  frequently  too 
late  at  night,  fo  that  he  has  not  given  the 
Tra6tors  fo  fair  a trial  as  he  ought.  He 
has  had  no  return  of  the  pain,  even  in  the 
Jfmalleft  degree. 

The  next  cafe  is  that  of  a woman  of  this 
place,  who  had  laboured  under  a quinfy  for 
feveral  days,  and  at  length  the  inflamma- 
tion and  fwelling  were  fo  great  that  fhe 
could  not  fwallow  any  thing  even  in  a fluid 
ftate,  I applied  the  inftruments,  and  in 
lefs  than  five  minutes  fhe  exclaimed  with 
great  joy  that  Hoe  “ was  better,  and  that  fhe 
could  fwallow  her  fpittle,  which  floe  had 
not  been  able  to  do  for  feveral  days  before:” 
I continued  the  application  about  ten 
minutes  longer,  when  a profufe  perforation 
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broke  out  all  over  her  face  and  neck,  at- 
tended with  a confiderable  efflorefcence  on 
the  Ikin,  in  the  fore  part  of  her  neck ; as 
foon  as  I had  finifhed  the  application,  fhe 
fat  down  and  made  a hearty  breakfaft. 
The  next  morning  the  pain  returned  in  a 
flight  degree,  but  after  drinking  a little 
warm  tea  was  eafy,  nor  had  I any  occafion 
to  apply  the  Tradiors  a fecond  time. 

“ The  third  was  a cafe  which  happened 
about  ten  days  fince,  in  the  pradlice  of  my 
father-in-law,  Mr.  Hoyles,  furgeon,  of 
Dartmouth,  to  whom  I had  lent  the  Trac- 
tors. About  three  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing  he  was  called  up  to  a young  woman 
in  the  town,  who  was  labouring  under  a 
violent  pain  in  her  Jide , attended  with 
difficulty  of  breathing;  fhe  had  been  bled 
for  the  fame  complaint  fome  days  prior  to 
this  attack,  with  fome  benefit,  but  the 
complaint  had  now  returned  with  redoubled 
violence.  Having  heard  me  fay  that  the 
2 Traflors 
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TraCtors  (which  he  had  then  in  his  pocket) 
had  been  found  ferviceable  in  fimilar  cafes, 
he  fat  down  by  the  bed-fide  of  his  patient, 
(with,  I believe,  but  little  expectations  of 
finding  any  good  effeCts  from  their  applica- 
tion) and  applied  them  as  I had  directed 
him,  when,  to  his  great  aftonifhment,  as 
well  as  that  of  his  patient,  fhe  was  in  five 
minutes  much  ealier,  and  in  ten  minutes 
more  fhe  was  perfectly  relieved,  and  has 
remained  well  ever  fmce. 

N 

“ Another  cafe  occurred  to  me  on  Sunday 
laft  : — A woman  had  been  afflicted  with 
a violent  rheumatic  pain  in  her  head  and 
face  for  fix  weeks.  The  firft  application 
procured  her  a good  night’s  reft,  (which 
fhe  had  not  experienced  during  the  whole 
of  her  illnefs  before)  and  a fecond  removed 
the  complaint  entirely.  In  neither  of  the 
above  cafes  has  any  kind  of  medicine  been 
adminiftered, 
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Should  you  think  thefe  cafes,  or  either  of 
them,  worth  inferting  in  your  pamphlet, 
you  are  at  liberty  to  make  what  ufe  of  them 
you  may  think  proper. 

Your’s  affe&ionately, 

Elford  Sparke  Langworthy. 


The  following  communication,  from  a 
gentleman  of  rank  and  high  refpe&a- 
bility,  Mr.  Lang  worthy  publifhes 
in  his  pamphlet. 

" Bath,  December  24th,  1798. 

“ Sir  William  Barker  prefents  his 
compliments  to  Mr.  Langworthy;  he 
has  not  the  lead:  obje61ion  to  have  his  name 
inferted  with  thofe  who  have  received  be- 
nefit from  the  ufe  of  the  Metallic  Trac- 
tors. 

“ He  has  been  afhi&ed  with  violent  rheu- 
matic pains  in  each  of  his  knees,  at  different 
3 times, 
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times,  for  upwards  of  ten  years,  and  in  his 
hips  and  back  ; he  has  tried  a variety  of 
medicines,  and  both  fea  bathing  and  Bux- 
ton waters,  with  little  or  no  effedt.  He 
could  not  walk  a Breet’s  length  when  he 
came  here  (l'ome  months  fince)  without 
fufFering  great  pain,  but  is  now  able  to 
walk  over  the  whole  town  with  little  or 
no  pain,  which  he  attributes  to  the  ufe  of 
the  Tradtors.” 

• . » * r • 
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In  a fubfequent  part  of  his  work,  Mr. 
Langworthy  fays,  “ I am  Angularly 
happy  to  adduce  the  telfimony  of  a gen- 
tleman of  high  profeffional  charadter.  Mr. 
Lyster,  formerly  fenior  furgeon  to  the 
Dublin  hofpital,  and  for  many  years  an  emi- 
nent furgeon  in  Bath,  has  given  me  leave 
to  pubiilh,  that  he  has  cured  feveral  active 
inflammations  of  the  face  with  the  Trac- 
tors ; and  has  fucceeded  in  one  remarkable 
cafe  of  a whitlow , even  after  he  thought 
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fuppu  ration  had  taken  place.  The  follow- 
ing cafe  of  rheumatifm  fell  under  his  obfer- 
vation.  A fervant  applied  to  him  who  was 
was  quite  a cripple,  and  had  laboured  un- 
der the  moft  excruciating  pains  in  his  back , 
legs,  and  arms , eighteen  months,  never 
having  received  eafe  from  the  many  things 
he  had  taken.  From  the  firll:  application 
of  the  Tradlors,  this  poor  man  received 
great  benefit,  and  to  make  ufe  of  Mr. 
Lyster’s  own  words, — “ At  the  expira- 
“ tion  of  three  weeks,  by  operating  daily, 
“ he  could  w-alk  as  well  and  as  upright  as 
“ any  man  in  Bath.” 

Mr.  Lyster  makes  mention  of  many 
other  cafes  of  rheumatifm,  and  topical  in- 
flammatory complaints . 

■“  The  Tra&ors,”  fays  Mr.  Lang- 
worthy, “ hold  a very  diftinguifhed 
rank  in  the  cure  of  a very  general  com- 
plaint, viz.  Inflammation  of  the 
Eyes.  My  prefent  multiplied  avocations 
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prevent  me  from  entering  into  a particular 
detail  of  cafes  that  have  occurred,  but  I 
can  confidently  aver,  that  my  pradtice  in 
thefe  has  been  attended  with  the  moil 
complete  fuccefs.” 

Mr.  L.  has  a cafe  of  a moll  uncommon 
head-ache  of  feveral  years  {landing,  cured 
by  the  Tradtors.  He  Hates  it  as  follows  : 

“ A lady  confulted  me,  fome  months 
fince,  for  a violent  head-achey  which  had 
affiidted  her  for  a number  of  years.  Wea- 
ried with  a variety  of  medicines,  and  the  ap- 
plication of  leaches  and  bliflers  at  different 
times,  to  no  purpofe,  fhe  afked  me  if  I 
thought  her  cafe  came  under  the  Perki- 
nean  practice.  Her  pain  extended  from 
the  forehead  to  the  top  of  the  head,  and 
down  the  nape  of  the  neck.  I was  fearful, 
from  the  conftant  pain  fhe  experienced,  and 
flow  fever,  that  matter  was  forming  on  the 
ventricles  of  the  brain ; in  confequence  of 
this  apprehenfion,  I did  not  exprefs  a defire 
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to  try  the  Tra&ors,  but  informed  her,  that 
in  cafe  the  pain  fhould  at  any  time  increafe, 
I would  apply  them  with  pleafure. 

“ Two  days  after  this,  when  I called  on 
her,  I found  her  confined  to  her  bed,  and 
the  pain  in  her  head  had  become  fo  vio- 
lent as  to  produce  a delirium.  Her  eyes 
were  violently  inflamed.  Conceiving  that 
no  time  was  to  be  loft,  I applied  the 
TraCtors,  in  different  directions,  to  her 
head,  and  in  lefs  than  ten  minutes  fhe 
ipoke,  and  informed  me  that  fhe  was  quite 
ealy,  and  had  great  inclination  to  fleep. 
A profufe  perfpiration  followed.  In  the 
evening  I vifited  my  patient  again,  and  to 
my  furprife  found  her  up,  and  her  head 
free  from  pain ; the  turgid  rednefs  and 
inflammation  of  her  eyes  entirely  re- 
moved, and  from  that  time  to  this  fhe 
has  enjoyed  perfeCl  health,  not  having  ex- 
perienced the  leaft  return  of  her  excruciat- 
ing pain.” 
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Mr.  Langworthy  has  a cafe  of  a 
fprain,  which  is  not  unimportant,  and 
which  he  ffates  as  follows  : 

“ I have  permiffion  of  Dr.  Fellows  (g) 
of  Bath,  to  ftate  the  particulars  of  the 
treatment  of  one  of  his  fervants,  who 
Jprained  his  ancle.  The  Dodfor,  expref- 
fing  at  different  times  his  wifhes  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  fuccefs  of  the  Tractors,  I 
called  on  him  for  that  purpofe.  An  op- 
portunity immediately  offered.  One  of 
his  fervants  had  a few  hours  before  fprain- 
ed  his  ancle.  A violent  inflammation  en- 
fued,  with  great  pain  and  fwelling.  1 ap- 
plied the  Tradtors  for  ten  minutes,  when 
he  fainted  and  was  extremely  lick ; which 
fymptoms  .1  have  frequently  remarked  to 
be  the  effedt  of  the  application  of  the 
Tradtors,  when  the  cure  is  about  to  fol- 

(g)  Phyfician  Extraordinary  to  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Prince  of  Wales. 
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low.  Half  an  hour  after,  he  was  operated 
upon  again,  which  entirely  removed  the 
pain  and  inflammation.  It  is  flx  weeks 
flnce  the  accident  happened,  and  he  has 
had  no  return  of  pain.  I beg  leave  to  add, 
that  Dr.  Fellows,  with  the  fpirit  of  li- 
berality always  attendant  on  fcience,  di- 
rected by  the  teftimony  of  his  fenfes,  freely 
gave  me  leave  to  ufe  his  name  on  this  oc- 
cafion.” 

f,  « 

* '•  -V  . k * ».  • -■*  •*  - — ^ ’ ' • ' ‘ . • • 

“John  Moody  (dittributor  of  the  Bath 
Chronicle)  had,  from  April  1 798,  been 
afflicted  with  violent  pains  in  his  head , at- 
tended with  giddinefs  and  night  fweats. 
He  had  been  in  the  infirmary  and  difpen- 
fary  for  fix  months  without  finding  any 
benefit,  and  in  that  hopelefs  ttate  was  re- 
commended to  me  by  his  matter.  I applied 
the  Tradlors  daily  to  his  head  for  upwards 
of  a month,  and  am  happy  to  fay  that  he 
is  quite  well.  For  thefe  laft  fix  weeks 
he  has  been  engaged  in  his  ufual  occupa- 
tion. Much  might  be  faid  of  this  man’s 

cafe, 
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cafe,  but  Mr.  Cruttwell  will,  with  plea- 
lure,  relate  the  cure  to  any  one  who  may 
call  on  him  for  that  purpofe.” 

Mr.  Langworthv’s  publication  con- 
tains many  more  cafes,  equally  evidential 
of  the  efficacy  of  the  Tradlors,  but  the 
few  I have  quoted  will  ferve  to  give  fome 
idea  of  the  general  fuccefs  of  the  Metallic 

O 

Pradlice  in  his  hands. 

The  caufes  of  his  failure  were  fimilar 

• * * - • i j . 4 . 

to  thofe  which  have  been  remarked,  by 
all  who  have  made  nice  obfervations  dur- 
ing their  pradlice  with  the  Tradlors. — The 
prefence  of  o//y,  greafy,  or  perfpirable  matter 
was  an  infurmountable  obftacle  to  fuccefs. 

It  will  not  be  a fubjedl  of  furprize  with 
the  reader,  that  Mr.  L.  after  all  thefe 
cafes,  ffiould  entertain  a favourable  opinion 
of  the  merits  of  the  Metallic  Pradtice. 
'Phis  may  be  given  in  a few  words  : 44  I 
believe,”  fays  he,  44  a new  difcovery  in  the 

oeconomy 
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ceconomy  of  nature  to  have  been  made, 
which  is  capable  of  being  converted  to  the 
happy  alleviation  of  human  afflidlion  ; and 
my  moil  ardent,  and  I will  fay  my  only 
wifh  is,  that  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  the  doc- 
trine may  be  afcertained  by  others.” 

After  expreffing  his  wifh  to  meet  me- 
dical men  with  this  view  at  all  times,  to 
adopt  whatever  mode  they  may  chufe,  in 
order  to  come  to  a true  knowledge  of  the 
merits  of  this  remedy,  he  concludes : 

u After  witneffing  the  efficacy  of  the 
Perkinean  pra&ice  in  the  cafes  I have 
ffated,  and  after  what  I have  written  on 
the  fubjedf,  my  own  faith  in  the  fcience 
cannot  be  doubted.  But  having  thus  of- 
fered my  pretenlions  to  the  eye  of  philo- 
fophy,  and  the  tefi:  of  experiment,  I am 
fairly  before  the  public ; and  with  all  the 
deference  due  to  it  from  one  of  the  hum- 
bled: of  its  members,  confident' of  its  can- 
dour, I patiently  await  its  decifion.” 


The 
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The  Reader,  it  is  believed,  will  not 
perufe  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lang- 
worthy without  giving  him  much  credit 
for  the  liberal  and  honourable  propofals 
which  he  makes  to  fcieutific  men,  ta  come 
and  examine  the  merits  of  this  pradlice. 

With  a view  of  inviting  them  to  the  in- 
veftigation,  he  obferves  : 

i 

“ I propofe  to  operate  on  all  perfons 

affiidled  with  anv  of  the  difeafes  here  enu- 

«/ 

merated,  in  the  prefence  of  fuch  phyficians, 
furgeons,  or  others,  as  may  be  defirous  of 
witneffing  the  operation  ; and  I thus  pub- 
licly invite  them  to  procure  fuch  patients 
for  the  purpofe,  as  may  come  within  their 
knowledge. 

> 

“ The  numerous  hofpitals,  infirmaries, 
alms-houfes,  and  other  charitable  inffitu- 
tions,  muft  at  all  feafons  furnifh  fit  fubje&s 
for  my  pradlice ; and  I will  readily  and 
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willingly  attend  the  directors  and  phyficians 
who  have  the  care  of  them,  and  make  my 
experiments  in  their  prefence. 

“ All  fuch  poor  perfons  as  come  to 
me  will  be>  relieved  gratis,  if  their  cafes 
fall  within  my  pra&ice ; and  the  doors 
will  be  open  for  medical  and  other  gentle- 
men, who  will  bring  fuch  perfons,  either 
for  the  purpofe  of  afeertaining  the  truth 
of  my  pretentions,  or  gratifying  their 
curiofity. 

“ But  while  I offer  propofals  fo  con- 
venient to  the  poor  and  neceffitous,  it  is 
neceffary  to  obferve,  that  I expect  the  re- 
gular fees  of  my  profeffion,  from  patients, 
who  may  be  able  to  pay  them.  In  this 
refpeft,  however,  I fliall  conform  myfelf 
to  moderation,  and  the  circumftances  of 
the  applicants,  as  far  as  the  charges  of  my 
education,  and  the  expences  of  my  under- 
taking and  fituation  in  life  will  permit. 

“ In 
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<c  In  drawing  up  this  manual,  I am  not 
confcious  of  having  mibated  fads,  or  that 
I could  have  made  a more  candid  propo- 
fal  for  bringing  my  pretentious  to  a proper 
tefh  And  all  I can  add  is,  that  if  any 
atifemblage  of  medical  or  other  gentlemen, 
will  offer  a plan,  more  likely  to  obtain  the 
end  detired,  I fhall  hold  mvfelf  bound  in 
honour  and  in  duty,  as  well  as  inclination, 
to  co-operate  with  them  in  any  way  in  my 
power.” 

i 

Only  a part  of  the  experiments  of  Mr. 
Langworthy  has,  in  thefe  quotations, 
been  prefented  to  the  public.  The  perufal 
of  the  work  itfelf,  which  is  a trad  of  about 
an  hundred  pages,  would  afford  much  fatis- 
fadion  and  inftrudion  to  thofe  who  wifh 
to  gain  information  on  this  pradice.  To 
that  alone  the  Editor  would  have  referred 
them  ; but,  confident  with  his  original  de- 
tign  of  noticing  the  experience  of  thofe 
who  have  pradifed  mod  with  the  Traders 
in  this  country,  Mr.  Langworthys 

merited  a particular  detail.  • . - 

I 8 , Experi- 
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Experiments  of  Mr.  John  Grant,  of 

Leighton  Buzzard,  Bedfordshire, 

When  Mr,  Grant  poffefifed  himfelf  of 
a fet  of  the  Tractors,  he  exprefifed,  in  his 
letter,  a determination  of  giving  them  a fair 
andextenfive  trial,  among  the  affli£ted  poor 
and  others  in  his  vicinity,  and,  whatever 
ffiould  be  the  refult,  of  making  that  public. 
This  refolution,  which  the  Editor  would 
be  gratified  in  feeing  in  all  others,  induced 
him,  after  the  expiration  of  a few  months, 
to  write  to  Mr.  G.  foliciting  to  be  favoured 
with  an  account  of  his  pradlice.  His  re- 
port, as  it  is  believed  will  be  the  cafe  with 
every  perfon,  who  pradtiied  with  the  fame 
judgment  and  perfeyerance,  was  not  uncre- 
ditable  to  the  difcovery,  “ I have  great 
pleafure  in  informing  you,”  he  writes, 
61  that  with  very  few  exceptions,  I have 
found  them  extremely  efficacious,  and  to 
anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  they  are  re^ 
commended. 

“ I began 
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“ I began  with  noting  down  in  a little 
book  the  cafes  as  they  occurred ; but  my 
pradlice  with  them  increafing,  and  having 
other  bufinefs  that  occupies  my  attention 
of  late,  I have  been  obliged  to  decline  it. 

“ I find  the  Metallic  Tradlors  equally 
ufeful  on  the  brute  animal  as  on  the 
human  subject,  and  I think  they  are 
more  adtive  on  the  horse  than  on  thofe 
which  chew  the  cud,  as  ffieep,  cows,  &c* 
My  limits  will  not  allow  me  to  enlarge  on 
this  head  at  prefent,  and  fiiall  therefore 
proceed  to  give  thee  one  or  two  cafes  from 
my  minute-book,  which  I think  are  very  de- 
monftrative  of  the  efficacy  of  the  Tradtors. 

Case  IL 

0 * 

PAIN  AND  TUMEFACTION  FROM 
A PUNCTURED  WOUND, 

“ Edward  Dawson  received  an  injury 
on  his  knee,  from  an  iron  inftrument  run- 
ning into  it,  a little  below  the  joint,  and 
which  he  fuppofed  had  penetrated  into  the 

K fubfhuice 
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fubftance  of  the  bone.  The  Balfamum 
Traumaticum  was  applied  immediately. 
However,  in  three  or  four  hours  from  the 
accident,  a violent  pain  and  tumefaction  of 
the  furrounding  parts  enfued,  for  which 
emollient  poultices  were  applied.  The 
pain  notwithftanding  was  violent  all  night. 
The  fomentations,  &c.  were  renewed  in 
the  morning,  but  his  pain  flill  continued 
intenfe.  As  loon  as  I faw  him  I ordered 
the  poultices  to  be  taken  off,  and,  as  fome 
greafy  matter  had  been  ufed,  I had  the 
furrounding  parts  waftied  with  warm  wa- 
ter, and  wiped  clean  with  a linen  cloth. 
i applied  the  Tractors  to  the  feat  of  pain, 
drawing  them  down  the  tibia,  and  in  fif- 
teen minutes  he  was  much  relieved.  I 
continued  this  ufe  about  twenty-five  mi- 
nutes, when  he  declared  himfelf  quite 
free  from  pain. 

44  Fearing  fome  injury  done  to  the  liga- 
ments near  the  joints,  I ordered  him  to  bed, 
hut  feeling  himfelf  to  be  free  from  pain 
he  lay  only  about  two  or  three  hours,  then 
4 got 
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got  up  and  purfued  his  ufual  buflnefs.  Ill 
confequence  of  this,  in  the  afternoon  the 
pain  returned  with  inflammation.  Ufed  the 
Tra6lors  as  before,  and  with  the  like  good 
effe6t.  He  went  to  bed,  obtained  a good 
night’s  reft,  and  has  not  felt  the  leafl:  in- 
fconvenience  fince; 

Case  V. 

VIOLENT  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  EYESo 

“ Mary  Dawson  had  been  affe6ted  for 
eight  or  nine  weeks  with  the  moft  violent 
inflammation  in  the  eyes  I ever  beheld.  Many 
applications  had  been  made  by  the  faculty 
without  any  good  effeft.  The  eye-lids  were 
very  much  tumefied  ; the  white  of  the  eye 
a mafs  of  inflammation  ; the  uvea  and  pupil 
very  dim,  and  the  cheek  fo  difcoloured 
that  it  refembled  a ripe  neftarine.  I almoft 
defpair  of  fuccefs  ill  this  cafe,  yet  this  15th 
of  the  ninth  month  have  made  trial  of 
the  Traftors,  and  am  pleafed  to  obferve 
that  the  firft  application  has  abated  the  in- 
flammation on  the  cheek  and  eye-lids.  Re- 
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peated  it  at  intervals  of  fix  hours  : everv 
lucceeding  trial  promifes  fuccefs. 

<c  1 6th.  A very  bad  night  from  violent 
pain  in  the  eye.  The  external  appearance 
much  better  : ufed  the  Tra&ors  as  on  the 
preceding  day.  The  pain  during  the  ope- 
ration fhifted  fometimes  to  her  ears,  face, 
&c.  but  at  laft  from  a long  application  it 
was  wholly  removed.  At  night  they  had 
fo  much  abated  the  inflammation,  that  file 
was  able  to  open  her  eyes. 

“ 1 7th.  The  firft  habitation  (lie  gave  me 
this  morning  was,  “ that  fhe  thought  her- 
felf  nearly  well.”  She  had  experienced  a 
good  night,  and  was  able  to  drefs  herfeli. 
On  examining  the  eyes,  there  is  yet  to  be 
been  confiderable  inflammation.  Ufed  the 
Tradlors  as  before,  at  intervals  of  eight 
hours,  continuing  each  application  full  half 
an  hour.  At  evening  the  inflammation  is 
very  nearly  removed,  and  flie  can  now  look 
on  a lighted  candle,  though  three  days 
fmee  was  unable  to  open  her  eyes. 

“ 1 8th. 
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“ 1 8th.  The  inflammation  has  almoft 
difappeared,  and  fhe  thinks  herfelf  cured, 
The  Tradtors  were  never  ufed  after  the  1 8th, 
and  at  this  inftant  of  writing  fhe  continues 
welh  This  cafe  was  under  the  infpedHon 
of  a gentleman  of  the  faculty,  who  forbore 
any  application  during  the  ufe  of  the  Trac-r 
tors ; fo  that  their  effedls  were  incontro- 
vertible, 

“ I thought  myfelf  amply  compenfated 
for  their  expence,  by  the  pleafure  derived 
from  giving  relief  in  this  cafe  alone,  as  it 
was  one  of  the  moft  diftrefftnglever  beheld. 
I moft  flncerely  hope  that  a generous  Pub- 
lic will  reward  the  Author  of  a difcovery, 
which  promifes  fo  extenfive  benefit  to  man- 
kind. Thou  art  at  liberty  to  fliew  this,  if 
thou  defire  it. 

Thy  affured  friend, 

John  Grant.” 

About  a month  after  the  receipt  of  the 
above  letter  I was  favoured  with  another, 
in  which  Mr.  G.  obferves,  “ I continue 
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ufing  the  Tradlors  as  before,  and  with  the 
like  good  fuccefs.  I have  cured  two  horfes 
that  were  nearly  blind.  I conceive  the 
Tradfors  efTential  to  be  poffeffed  by  all  per- 
fons  who  have  filtered:  in  cattle,  particu- 
larly horfe-dealers,  graziers,  &c. 

. ) 

“ I don’t  find  that  they  afford  the  leaft 

relief  in  fcrophulous  fubjecis , as  I have  been 
baffled  in  two  or  three  inftances  lately, 
where  I at  firft  thought  the  cafes  were  fair, 
but  have  fince  found  that  the  want  of  fuc- 
cefs arofe  from  a fcrophulous  habit” 

This  remark  of  Mr.  G.  affords  us  a 
proof  of  the  very  corredt  and  judicious  ob- 
fervations  he  has  made  in  his  experiments 
with  the  Tradtors.  The  Metallic  Pradlice 
has  never  given  any  relief  in  the  fcrophula, 
and  indeed  fo  little  is  it  fubjedt  to  the  me- 
tallic influence,  that  rheumatic  pains  on 
perfons  who  have  the  leaff  tint  of  fcrophu- 
lous habit , very  feldom  derive  any  benefit 
from  the  application  of  the  Tradtors.  This 

fadl, 
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fa£t,  which  has  been  fully  proved  by  nu- 
merous trials  in  America,  as  well  as  in 
England,  fhould  be  particularly  remem- 
bered by  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  this 
pra£tice.  If  this  is  not  attended  to,  the 
operator  will  often  be  difappointed  in  giv- 
ing relief  where  he  moft  expected  it, 

Mr.  G.  has  within  a few  days  favoured 
me  with  his  Book,  in  which  he  at  firft  be- 
gan to  regifter  his  experiments  indilcrimi- 
nately,  but  which,  from  the  increafe  of 
his  pra£tice  and  other  avocations,  we  are 
told  {fee  page  129)  he  was  prevented 
from  continuing.  Many  of  thefe  are  too 
important  to  be  omitted  in  the  prefen t 
work. 

“ On  the  9th  of  the  ninth  month,  pur- 
chafed  a fet  of  Metallic  Tra&ors  of  B.  D. 
Perkins,  of  London,  the  Patentee.  At 
that  time  I was  feverely  affe6led  with  the 
Lumbago.  Operated  on  the  afle&ed  part 
fifteen  minutes  ; perceived  a warmth  and 

K 4 tingling 


( 1 3 6 ) 


tingling  fenfation  follow  the  point  of  the 
Tradors,  and  was  fo  much  relieved  as  to, 
be  able  that  night  to  get  out  of  bed  with-, 
out  help,  though  I had  been  unable  for  the 
week  preceding  to  turn  myfelf  without  the 
moft  excruciating  pain.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  next  day  the  pain  returned,  though 
with  lefs  violence.  Continued  the  ufe  of 
the  Traders  four  days,  and  took  in  the  in-t 
terval  fome  tindure  of  gum  guaiacum.  At 

O O 

this  inftant,  the  i6th  of  ninth  month,  am 
free  from  the  complaint. 

(For  Cafe ,11.  fee  p.  129.) 

Case  III. 

A PHLEGMON  OR  BOIL. 

“ Ninth  month,  10th. — A perfon  had 
a very  bad  boil  on  one  of  the  knees,  ex- 
tremely painful  and  inflamed.  The  Trac- 
tors were  applied  about  fifteen  minutes 
around  the  inflamed  part,  without  much 
apparent  effed  at  the  time.  By  the  moriiT 
ing  the  inflammation  was  gone  off,  and  the 

prog  refs, 
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progrefs  towards  fuppuration  arrefted.  In 
twenty-four  hours  it  was  well,  no  fuppura- 
tion having  taken  place. 

Case  IV. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

*c  Ninth  month,  nth. — A lady  was 
troubled  With  an  eryjipelas , chiefly  affedling 
her  left  eye.  The  inflammation  was  not 
attended  with  much  tumefadlion.  The 
Tractors  were  applied,  and  relief  expe- 
rienced in  a few  minutes.  About  four 
hours  after  this,  on  repeating  the  fame  ap- 
plication the  inflammation  was  wholly  re  j 
moved,  and  the  complaint  fubfided. 

(For  Cafe  V.  fee  y>.  1 3 1 .) 

Case  VI. 

PAIN  IN  THE  FACE. 

/ 

“ Ninth  month,  17th, — A perfon  had  a ' 
violent  pain  in  her  face ; was  very  unwilling 

I fhould 
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I Ihould  apply  the  Tradtors,  but  after 
much  importuning  fubmitted  to  the  opera- 
tion. In  about  twelve  minutes  fhe  acknow- 
ledged herfelf  much  eafier.  At  evening 
repeated  the  operation,  and  fhe  was  cured. 

Case  VII. 

STING  OF  A WASP, 

. “ Ninth  month,  17th — A perfon  was: 
fiung  on  her  arm  with  a wafp.  The  part 
was  inflamed,  fwelled,  and  attended  with 
intenfe  pain.  Applied  the  Tradlors  fifteen 
minutes,  when  the  pain,  inflammation,  and 
dwelling,  were  all  removed. 

Case  VIII. 

PAIN  AND  NUMBNESS. 

u Ninth  month,  1 8th. — A perfon  had  a 
fineular  fenfation  in  her  wrift  and  fingers, 
attended  with  alternate  fits  of  pam  and 
numbnejs . The  fingers  in  particular  were 

often 
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pften  fo  painful  at  night  as  to  deprive  hec 
of  deep.  Judging  this  a cafe  in  which  the 
Tradtors  might  be  ufeful,  I applied  them 
along  the  affedted  parts.  Their  effedt  was 
foon  felt  by  producing  a tingling  fenfatioit 
in  her  fingers.  She  was  much  relieved  by 
the  firft  operation.  Repeated  the  fame 
three  times  a day.  The  pains  ufually  ex- 
perienced in  bed  were  cured  the  firft  night. 
The  applications  were  continued,  and  file 
was  perfectly  cured. 

Case  IX. 

INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  EYE. 

/ 

“ John  Carpender  had  a violent./#-* 
jlammation  in  his  right  eye,  the  relicks  of 
a fever  : he  had  been  confined  to  his  bed 
three  weeks.  The  ufual  remedies  of  the 
faculty  had  been  employed,  without  afford- 
ing any  benefit.  Conceiving  this  alfo  a fuit- 
able  cafe  for  the  Metallic  Pradtice,  I ufed 
the  Tractors  on  the  evening  of  the  1 8th. 
In  the  morning  he  complained  of  more 

pain. 
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pain,  but  they  had  leffened  the  inflamma-. 
tion.  The  next  morning,  ufed  them  again 
twenty  minutes.  He  derived  fo  much  be- 
nefit, that  on  this  day,  the  2oth,  his  eye  is 
well  as  ufual, 

' . . ■■  'X- 

Case  X. 

STING  OF  A WASP. 

<c  Ninth  month,  2 2d. — A perfon  was 
fiung  on  the  arm  with  a wafp.  It  was  at- 
tended with  intenfe  pain  and  inflammation. 
The  Tradtors  effectually  relieved  it  in 
twenty  minutes,  no  pain  having  been  felt 
fince. 

•1  , 

[Here  follows  feveral  cafes  on  animals, 
which  fhall  be  noticed  hereafter.] 

Case  XVI. 

STING  OF  A WASP. 

64  Another  perfon,  fiung  with  a wafp, 

was  relieved  from  every  effedt  of  the  fling 

/ 

by  one  application  of  the  I radtors. 
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Case  XVII. 

A SLIGHT  PARALYTIC  AFFECTION, 

“ Percy  King,  aged  76,  was  attacked 
with  what  was  thought  a flight  paralytic 
'affection  of  one  tide,  or  hemiplegia.  The 
right  arm  and  tide  were  rendered  almofl: 
incapable  of  motion.  Sudorific  medicines 
and  gentle  cathartics  were  ufed.  Stimu- 
lating embrocations  were  alfo  applied  to 
the  benumbed  parts,  but  from  all  thefe  no 
alteration  during  four  days  was  perceived. 
After  cleanfing  the  parts  of  all  the  greafy 
iubftances,  by  walking  and  wiping  then!  * 
clean,  the  Traclors  were  applied  from  the 
flioulder  to  the  fingers  for  half  an  hour, 
without  the  lead:  fenfible  effe£t  at  the  time. 
The  fame  was  repeated  at  the  end  of  three 
hours,  only  varying  the  diredlion  of  the 
Tradlors,  by  drawing  them  over  the  fhoul- 
-der  down  the  vertebrae.  At  the  finifhinor 

O 

-of  this  operation,  he  complained  of  vio- 
lent pain  in  the  flioulder  and  arm.  Ufed 
the  Tradtors  at  intervals  of  three  hours, 

drawing 
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drawing  them  principally  from  the  neck 
over  the  fhoulder,  and  extending  them 
to  the  ends  of  the  lingers.  The  arm 
ftill  continued  ufelefs,  but  on  the  third 
morning,  while  making  the  application,  he 
felt  a fenfation  of  heat  at  his  lingers  ends. 
Every  fucceeding  trial  gave  relief,  and  gra- 
dually reflored  the  limb  to  its  former 
flrength  and  healthy  ftate.  At  the  end  of 
three  days,  he  was  lo  far  recovered  as  to 
be  able  to  go  out  on  his  ufual  bulinefs. 
This  man  was  find  affedled  in  his  knee, 
which  gradually  extended  over  all  that 
fide  till  it  became  incapable  of  voluntary 
motion. 

Case  XVIII. 

ERYSIPELATOUS  ERUPTION. 

“ A child  of  this  place  was  affedled  with 
an  eruption  in  its  face , attended  with  vio- 
lent itching  and  inflammation.  So  gene- 
ral about  the  eyes  in  particular,  as  to  clofe 
them  together.  I was  at  a lofs  how  to 
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apply  the  Tradtors  in  this  cafe.  However 
I drew  them  as  well  as  I could  gently  over 
the  parts  mod:  affedled.  From  the  refrac- 
torinefs  of  the  child  it  was  difficult  to  con- 
du61  them  in  any  particular  direction.  Not- 
withdanding  this  uncertain  mode  of  ap- 
plying the  Tradlors,  the  inflammation  was 
very  much  abated,  and  in  two  days  it  was 
nearly  gone.  The  fcab  on  the  face  gra- 
dually came  off. 

Case  XIX. 

VIOLENT  PAIN  FROM  A PUNCTURED 
WOUND  IN  A JOINT. 

“ The  wife  of  a labourer  called  on  me 
with  a very  violent  pain  in  the  knuckle * 
from  an  injury  received  by  a thorn  run- 
ning into  the  joint.  That  finger  was  ren- 
dered ufelefs  ; the  hand  was  alio  very  pain- 
ful, and  much  fwoln.  The  Tradtors  were 
applied  twenty-five  minutes, . when  the 
pain  was  removed,  the  inflammation  ceafed, 
and  the  patient  experienced  no  further 
trouble. 
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Case  XX. 

SPASMODIC  AFFECTIONS. 

u A married  woman,  of  a very  delicate 
habit,  had  for  many  years  been  fubje£t  to 
very  alarming  fpafnodic  ajfe&ions , fo  very 
violent  fometimes  in  the  ftomach  as  to 
threaten  her  immediate  diffolution.  Dur- 
ing one  of  thefe  violent  paroxyfms,  the 
Tradtors  were  applied  to  the  region  of  the 
flomach,  and  drawn  up  the  fternum  and 
over  the  clavicle.  Relief  was  foon  expe- 
rienced in  the  ftomach,  but  the  fpafms  at- 
tacked other  parts  of  the  body,  as  the  head 
and  arms,  See.  On  applying  the  Tractors 
to  thefe  parts,  relief  was  almoft  inftanta- 
neoufly  produced. 

u On  this  patient  the  efficacy  of  the' 
Tra£iors  has  fince  been  experienced  in  a 
variety  of  nervous  affe£iions,  particularly 
in  violent  pains  of  the  head , face , and  teeth . 


u Here- 
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“ Heretofore  during  the  paroxyfms,  va- 
rious antifpafmodics,  as  opium  with  cam- 
phire,have  been  given  in  large  dcfes.  After 
the  ufe  of  thefe  remedies,  the  patient  has 
been  frequently  left  in  a very  debilitated 
flate,  and  confined  for  a week  or  more, 
before  five  acquired  her  ufual  drength.  On 
the  contrary,  after  the  application  of  the 
Trafilors,  (he  did  not  experience  any  de- 
bility, when  the  paroxyfm  was  pad,  and 
her  health  was  redored  in  a furprifing 
manner. 


Case  XXL 

INFLAMED  AND  PAINED  HEELS. 

<fi  A perlon  had  inflamed  heels , and  very 
painful  to  the  touch,  (uppoled  to  have  been 
occafioned  by  the  frod.  The  Tradlors 
were  applied  twice  with  good  efFedl;  the 
inflammation  went  off,  and  occafioned  no 
further  trouble. 


L 
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Case  XXII. 

QUINSY. 

“ Ann  Wheeler,  for  feveral  years  has 
been  frequently  troubled  with  the  quinjy , 
or  an  inflammatory  affection  of  the  throat. 
The  tonfils  were  very  much  tumefied,  and 
the  complaint  feldom  went  off  without  fup- 
puration.  Her  life  many  times  has  been  in 
danger.  On  the  iff  of  the  firft  month, 
1799,  fhe  was  feized  in  the  evening  with 
fymptoms  more  violent  than  any  fhe  had 
ever  before  experienced.  Without  any 
other  applications,  the  Trafitors  were  ufed 
that  evening,  full  half  an  hour,  when  they 
evidently  abated  the  pain.  O11  the  enfuing 
morning  there  was  a confiderable  degree  of 
fever,  and  the  glands  of  the  throat  much 
enlarged.  I was  concerned  on  finding  they 
had  difcontinued  the  ufe  of  the  Trafifors  in 
the  night.  I however  had  them  applied 
in  the  morning,  and  repeated  at  intervals 
of  three  hours,  which  produced  evident 
3 amend- 
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amendment.  Continued  their  ufe  three 
clays,  and  the  complaint  was  completely 
fubdued  without  a luppuration.  No  inter- 
nal or  external  application  was  made  but 
the  Tra&ors  alone. 

Case  XXIIL 

CONTUSION. 

“ John  Stafford,  a labouring  man, 
aged  35,  received  a very  violent  contufion , 
by  a cart-wheel  falling  on  his  thigh.  At 
firft  it  was  thought  the  bone  was  fradhired. 
The  parts  were  l'welled  prodigioufly,  fo  much 
fo,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  fplit  his  breeches 
ip  order  to  take  them  off.  The  infide  of 
the  knee  was  very  much  bruifed  and  difco- 
loured.  I faw  him  about  half  an  hour  after 
the  accident,  before  any  application  what- 
ever had  been  made.  A medical  attendant 
prefent  aftifted  me  in  giving  the  Tradfors 
a fair  trial,  and  we  ufed  them  in  concert 
half  an  hour,  when  the  pain  and  fwelling 
had  very  much  abated.  I ordered  him  to 
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bed,  and  called  on  him  again  in  the  even- 
ing ; he  told  me  he  had  no  pain,  and  I 
found  the  inflammation  nearly  gone.  Ufed 
the  Tra&ors  about  fifteen  minutes  longer, 
and  by  the  next  morning  there  was  no  ap- 
pearance of  difeafe  remaining.  He  has 
not  had  the  leafl  pain  fince.” 


Excepting  fome  experiments  on  ani- 
mals, thefe  compofe  chief  of  the  cafes  not- 
ed down  in  Mr.  Grant’s  memorandum- 
book.  It  will  be  obferved,  that  the  names 
of  all  the  patients,  on  whom  he  ufed  the 
Tra£lors,  are  not  mentioned.  Some  per- 
fons,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  having  an 
unwillingnefs  to  prefent  their  names  to  the 
public,  as  connected  with  any  medical  fub- 
je£t,  Mr.  G.  conceived  a propriety  in  omit- 
ting them.  Indeed,  whoever  is  acquainted 
with  that  gentleman,  will  not  confider  their 
infertion  neceffary  to  fubftantiate  the  fa£ts. 

Should  any,  however,  defire  more  parti- 
cular information  on  this  head,  Mr.  G.  has 

obligingly 


( J49  ) 

/ 

obligingly  afilired  me,  that  he  will  with 
pleafure  fatisfy  them ; and  as  the  perfons, 
on  whom  his  experiments  were  made,  live 
chiefly  in  his  own  neighbourhood,  refe- 
rences can  be  eafily  given. 

Since  the  receipt  of  the  above  cafes, 
Mr.  G.  has  informed  the  Editor,  in  a 
letter  dated  third  month,  ioth,  that  “ I 
could  fill  thee  a volume  of  cafes,  but  many 
perhaps  would  be  of  lefs  moment  than 
thofe  thou  had;  received.  I find  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  Trad! or s much  depends  on  a due 
perfeverance  in  their  applications,”  &c. 

The  Editor  has  dwelt  corifiderabJy  on 
the  pradlice  of  Mr.  Grant,  as  he  con- 
fiders  his  obfervations  of  more  moment 
than  thofe  who  have  feen  fewer  experi- 
ments, and  who  have  alfo  employed  this 
remedy  with  lefs  judgment  and  atten- 
tion. Elis  very  benevolent  and  humane 
cuffom  of  attending  both  rich  and  poor, 
gratis , while  it  afforded  him  an  opportu- 
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iiity  of  making  numerous  experiments,  at 
the  fame  time,  “ gave  him  the  fatisfadion 
of  relieving  a great  number  of  his  fuffer- 
ing  fellow-creatures.” 


COMMUNICATION  FROM  MR.  DAVID 

OGILVY,  JUN.  BOOKSELLER,  HOL- 

BORN,  LONDON. 

l 

London,  Auguft  z,  1798. 

“ Sir,- 

“ Agreeably  to  my  promife,  when  f 
pur  chafed  a fet  of  your  Traders,  I fhall  do 
myfelf  the  pleafure  of  communicating  to 
. you  the  refult  of  my  experiments.  The 
curiofity  naturally  excited  by  a remedy  fo 
novel,  and,  as  one  might  infer  from  your 
late  publication,  fo  interefting  to  humanity, 
has  led  me  to  place  myfelf,  as  much  as  pof- 
fihle,  in  the  way  of  procuring  proper  fub- 
jeds  for  the  Tradors,  and  of  noting  with 
attention  their  effeds  ; that  I midit  there- 

by 
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by  have  an  opportunity  of  convincing 
myfelf  of  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  the  doc- 
trine from  my  own  experience.  The  ul- 
timate fuccefs  of  thefe  trials,  I take  great 
pleafure  in  declaring,  has  exceeded  my  ex- 
pectations. 


GOUTY  HEAD-ACHE. 

“ The  firft  experiment  I made  with  the 
Tractors  was  on  my  Mother,  for  a very 
violent  pain  in  the  head,  and  the  cafe  proved 
luitable  for  the  Metallic  Influence.  It  may 
be  proper  to  obferve,  that  this  pain  was 
the  remains  of  gouty  affections,  with  which 
fhe  had  been  troubled  for  feveral  years. 
By  the  advice  of  her  phyfician  fhe  had  re- 
gourfe  to  the  Bath  waters,  about  three  years 
fince  ; foon  after  her  return,  the  difeafe, 
which  before  at  times  affected  her  whole 
body,  became  flationary  in  her  head.  I 
can  only  fay,  that  upon  applying  the 
Traitors  agreeable  to  your  directions,  when 
fhe  was  in  violent  pain,  her  head-ache, 
which  had  afflicted  her  very  feverely  and 
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almoff  inceffantly  for  upwards  of  two  years, 
was  in  about  ten  minutes  completely  re- 
lieved. The  application  has  been  once 
repeated,  and  however  extraordinary  the 
fadt,  flie  has  never  experienced  the  pain 
fmce.  It  is  now  about  four  months  fince 
the  application. 

CONTUSION. 

“ I have  lately  had  occalion  to  ufe  them 
in  a cafe  of  a bruife , which  afforded  me 
much  fatisfaftion.  My  infant  child  by 
accident  fell  again!!  the  edge  of  a chair, 
and  received  a very  fevere  blow  in  the  Jore - 
head.  The  child  appearing  in  great  pain,  I 
applied  the  Tradlors  as  foon  aspoffible,  be- 
fore the  part  had  fwelled  to  the  extent  that 
it  doubtlefs  would,  if  left  to  itfelf : fhe 
very  loon  flopped  crying,  and  the  1 welling 
and  inflammation  in  a few  minutes  were 
hardly  perceptible,  and  nothing  remained 
of  the  wound  but  a imall  fear. 

b. . 
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SWELLING  IN  THE  FACE,  AND  BITE 
OF  A GNAT. 

44  I have  twice  had  occafion  to  ufe  the 
Tractors  on  myfelf,  once  for  a /welling  in 
the  face  accompanied  with  pain , and  once 
for  the  bite  of  a gnat . My  face,  in  confe- 
fequence  of  a cold  a fhort  time  fnce,  be- 
came very  much  fwelled,  and  in  confider- 
able  pain  ; one  tingle  experiment  removed 
the  pain  and  fwelling.  The  bite  from  a 
gnat  was  in  two  places,  the  one  above,  and 
the  other  juft  below  the  lid  of  one  of  my 
eyes  ; the  parts  became  very  foon  fo  much 
fwelled  as  to  completely  clofe  the  eye,  and 
on  utino;  the  Tradlors  a few  minutes  the 
pain  was  removed,  and  the  fwelling  fub- 
tided  foon  after. 

✓ 

44  I have  applied  the  Tradlors  with  equal 
luccefs  in  many  other  cafes,  once  for  a rheu- 
matic gout ; for  common  he  ad-  aches , &c. ; but 
it  would  be  tedious  to  detail  every  cafe,  and 
indeed  they  do  not  all  now  occur  to  my 
mind. 
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“ You  will  not  infer  from  the  above 
flatement,  that  I have  invariably  fucceeded 
in  all  my  experiments  ; probably  from  not 
paying  fufficient  attention  to  the  di  regions 
accompanying  the  T radors,  which  point 
out  the  difeafes  fubjed  to  the  metallic  in- 
fluence, I have  often,  no  doubt,  applied 
them  improperly.  And  here  give  me  leave 
to  obferve,  that  you  ought  to  Ipare  no  pains 
in  inftruding  your  purchafers  in  the  mode 
of  ufing  the  Traders,  as  well  as  to  difcrE 
initiate  between  the  difeafes  fubjed  to  their 
influence,  and  thofe  that  are  not ; other- 
wife  this  pradice,  like  every  other,  when 
injudicioufly  ufed,  may  lofe  credit  unjuftly, 
"Wifhing  you  fuccefs  in  your  pradice,  which 
the  difcovery  undoubtedly  merits, 

1 remain.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

DAVID  OGILVY,  jun.” 

In  addition  to  the  above  communication, 
Mr.  Ogilvy  has  fince  favoured  the  Editor 
with  the  following : 

u 
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London,  April  ift,  1799* 

“ Dear  Sir, 

“ If  any  further  atteflation  from  me,  re- 
fpedfrng  the  efficacy  of  the  Metallic  Trac- 
tors, than  that  1 fent  to  you  lafh  fummer, 
would  be  acceptable,  you  are  at  liberty  to 
hate  in  your  intended  publication,  that  I 
have  continued  ufing  them,  and  with  fimi- 
lar  fuccefs.  As  I have  always  been  ready 
to  operate  gratis  on  all  who  applied,  you 
may  fuppoie  that  I have  not  wanted  op- 
portunities for  feeing  their  effedls  very 
often. 

“To  detail  every  cafe  would  fill  up  a 
moderate  volume,  and  as  you  probably  have 
numerous  communications  from  all  parts 
of  England,  a lengthy  letter  from  me  would 
be  uninterefting.  I cannot-  but  ftill  be  of 
the  fame  opinion,  relpedling  the  neceflity 
of  your  purchafers  having  a ftridt  adhe- 
rence to  your  directions  for  ufing  the  Trac- 
tors, and  particularly  to  what  is  faid  on  the 
prefence  of  oily , greafy  fub fiances , perj'pi - 

ration , 
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ration , &c.  The  influence  of  thefe,  in  re- 

4 

lifting  the  action  of  the  Tradors,  I have 
often  had  occafion  to  notice,  and  am  per- 
fnaded  that  very  many  cafes  mnft  occur, 
where  fuccefs  is  prevented  from  thefe 
caufes.  Thofe  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
uflng  your  Traders  cannot  be  too  atten- 
tive to  thefe  circumftances. 

V 

CONTRACTION  OF  THE  HAND. 

“ I muft  ftate  one  cure,  which  you  may 
aft  your  pleafure  about  inferting  in  your  book. 
My  mother,  in  addition  to  the  complaint 
in  her  head  (which  however  yet  conti- 
nues well)  as  lftated  in  my  former  letter, 
about  two  years  ftnce  received  a wound  in 
the  palm  of  her  hand,  by  falling  on  a 
broken  glafs  bottle,  which  parted  an  artery. 
When  this  wound  healed  her  Angers  be- 
came fo  contraded,  that  fhe  could  fcarcely 
make  any  ufe  of  them.  At  times  there 
was  much  pain  in  that  part  of  the  hand 
where  the  wound  had  been.  The  idea 
ft  ruck  me,  that  the  Traders  might  be  of 
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benefit  in  removing  the  contra&ion,  by 
drawing  them  from  the  back  and  palm  of 
the  hand  to  the  extremities  of  the  fingers. 
I made  the  experiment,  and  the  ilrifture 
gradually  gave  way,  and  in  a few  minutes 
die  could  ufe  that  hand  as  well  as  the 
other.  Since  that  application,  which  is 
now  feveral  months,  the  contrafiion  has 
three  or  four  times  returned,  but  on  ufing 
the  Tra6lors  it  has  always  been  removed 
in  the  courfie  of  five  or  fix  minutes. 

“ Not  having  obferved,  among  the  expe- 
riments you  have  published,  many  trials  of 
theTraflors  in  contraflions,  I have  been 
more  particular  in  fingling  out  this  cafe, 
from  the  numerous  others  in  which  I have 
employed  them  with  equal  fuccefs. 

? * t - ? • 

“ Your  moil  obedient  and 

“ humble  fervant, 

' / 

“ DAVID  OGILVY,  juil.” 
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COMMUNICATION  FROM  MR.  JAMES 
MATTHEWS,  BOOKSELLER,  STRAND. 

“ Sir, 

“ Hearing  of  your  intention  to  publifh 
fome  cafes  relative  to  the  life  of  your  Me- 
tallic Tradlors,  in  the  removal  and  cure  of 
feveral  difeafes,  I conceive  it  a duty  I owe 
to  you  and  the  Public  at  large  to  bear  my 
tefHmony  in  their  favour.  Since  I have 
been  in  pofTeffion  of  a fet  of  them,  I have 
applied  them  in  feveral  cafes  of  the  head- 
ache, rheumatifm  in  the  face  and  elfe- 
where,  and  inflammations  in  the  eyes,  with 
complete  fuccefs. 

RHEUMATIC  TOOTH-ACHE. 

u A lady,  who  had  been  in  extreme 
agony  feven  days  from  a rheumatic  tooth- 
ache, was  relieved  in  ten  minutes  by  an 
application  of  the  Tradfors.  The  forenefs 
which  hie  felt  in  her  cheek  was  alfo  re- 
moved  in  a few  hours  after. 

* INFLAM- 
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INFLAMMATION  IN  THE  EYES. 

“ A gentleman,  who  had  a fwelled  face 
and  great  inflammation  in  his  eye,  per- 
mitted me  to  apply  the  Tratflors.  In  about 
eight  or  ten  minutes  the  tumefaflion  in  the 
face  fubflded,  and  the  eye  was  relieved  from 
weaknefs  and  pain.  The  blood-veflels, 
which  were  turgid  and  diftended,  gradually 
difcharged  themfelves,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  the  next  day  the  inflammation  wholly 
difappeared. 

CHRONIC  PAIN  FROM  A SPRAIN. 

“ A gentleman,  from  fome  exertion  in 
his  garden,  about  Midfummer  laft,  iprained 
his  fhoulder,  flnce  which  he  has  not  been 
able  to  raife  his  fore  arm  higher  than  an 
horizontal  pofition  from  his  elbow.  He 
was  not  able  of  courie  to  put  on  his  cravat 
or  coat,  and,  if  he  attempted  to  lift  up  his 
arm,  it  was  always  attended  with  extreme 
pain,  even  fo  as  to  make  him  cry  out.  His 
wife,  hearing  that  I was  in  pofleflion  of  the 
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Tradlors,  defired  that  I would  perform  an 
operation  upon  him.  Happy  in  an  op- 
portunity to  try  their  efFedls  in  fuch  a pe- 
culiar cafe,  I called  on  him  for  that  pur- 
pole,  on  Wednefday  evening,  Nov.  14th. 
My  firfi:  precaution  was  to  have  his  arm, 
from  his  fhoulder  to  the  extremities  of  his 
lingers,  walhed  with  warm  foap  and  water, 
to  cleanfe  it  from  the  greafy  and  oily  fub- 
llances  which  were  prefent,  and  I likewife 
took  care  that  my  own  hand,  as  an  ope- 
rator, Ihould  be  free  from  thofe  fubllances 
alfo,  which  I find  to  be  necefifary  in  all 
cafes  where  the  Tradlors  are  applied.  I 
then  proceeded  to  draw  the  points  of  the 
Tradlors  alternately  fufing  each  about  three 
minutes)  from  the  fhoulder  to  the  extre- 
mities of  the  fingers,  and  in  lefs  than  ten 
minutes  he  found  the  arm  much  relieved 
from  pain,  and  on  continuing  their  ufe  half 
an  hour,  I had  the  gratification  of  feeing 
him  put  on  his  cravat  and  coat  without  af- 
fiftance,  which  he  had  not  done  for  four  or 
five  months  before.  The  next  morning  he 

lifted 
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lifted  a heavy  chair  with  the  fame  arm, 
and  carried  it  from  one  fide  of  the  room  to 
the  other,  and  that  without  pain,  to  his 
very  great  aftonifhment.  A gentleman, 
who  was  prefent  during  the  operation, 
knowing  how  long  he  had  been  troubled 
with  this  complaint,  was  fo  convinced  of 
the  utility  of  the  Tradlors,  that  he  after- 
wards purchafed  a fet  of  them  to  take  into 
the  country  with  him,  from  a philanthro- 
pic fpirit  to  do  good  to  the  afflidled  in  his 
vicinity. 

SCALDS. 

, “ My  wife  has  been  twice  fcalded.  The 
hr  ft  time  with  hot  tallow  on  both  her 
wrifts,  and  upon  the  immediate  appli- 
cation of  the  Tra6tors,  after  the  removal  of 
the  greafe,  the  inflammation  ceafed,  and 
the  apparent  progrefs  of  vefication  was  ar- 
rcfted.  The  fecond  was  occafioned  by  boil- 
ing coffee  accidentally  flying  upon  her  up- 
per lip.  The  Tra&ors  were  applied,  and 
the  fame  effe£t,  as  in  the  cafe  above,  took 
place. 

M A CON- 
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A CONTUSION. 

* o 

u Another  cafe  occurred  in  my  own  fa- 
mily. A boy  in  beating  books  was  acci- 
dentally ftruck  by  one  of  my  men,  who  was 
beating  with  him,  with  a hammer  of  nearly 
fourteen  pounds  weight,  upon  the  upper 
part  of  his  eye-lid,  which  produced  a wound 
three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  length.  Hav- 
ing blotting  paper  at  hand,  I immediately 
foaked  up  the  blood  with  it,  and  applied 
the  Traitors.  The  tumefaction  was  pre- 
vented from  taking  place,  which  was  very 
furprifing  after  fo  fevere  a blow.  I applied 
a rag  with  a little  Balfam  only,  and  ufed 
the  TraCtors  once  more.  In  three  days  his 
eye  was  perfectly  well,  there  remaining 
only  a fmall  fcab  and  a little  blacknefs  be- 
low the  eye. 

“ Thefe,  with  feveral  other  fimilar  fails 
which  I have  witneffed,  fully  eftablifh  the 
virtue  of  the  Traitors  in  my  eftimation, 
and  fhould  they  fail  in  any  inftance  of  pro- 
ducing the  defired  effeCt,  I believe  it  is 
becaufe  the  cafe  is  not  of  the  defcription 
* for 
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for  which  they  are  recommended,  that  they 
are  improperly  ufed,  or  not  applied  as 
frequently  as  is  neceflary.  Wifhing  you 
fuccefs  in  your  endeavours  to  promote  the 
public  welfare,  by  bringing  this  important 
difcoverv  to  England, 

44  I am,  Sir, 

44  Your  mod:  obedient  fervant, 

64  JAMES  MATHEWS.” 

Strand,  No.  1 8, 

January  Sth,  1799. 


The  following  favour  the  Editor  re- 
ceived from  a gentleman,  much  attached 
to  philofophical  inveftigations. 

Mr,  Teed,  of  lancaster-court, 

STRAND, 

Purchafed  a fet  of  the  Metallic  Tradlors 
in  May  lad:.  On  the  13th  of  Odtober  he 
obliged  me  with  a commmunication  on 
the  fubjedt  of  their  effedts,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extradt : 

M 2 


<( 


In 


('  >64  ) 


“ In  England,  which  has  long  boaflecl 
its  great  and  enlightened  men,  there 
prevails  as  much  prejudice  and  fcepticifm 
on  any  innovation  which  oppofes  former 
opinions,  as  in  countries  where  fcience  and 
philofophy  have  made  lefs  progrefs.  When 
Lunardi  gave  out,  a few  years  fince,  in 
the  public  papers,  that  he  would  certainly 
afeend  into  the  air  by  means  of  a balloon, 
many  fenfible  men,  but  who  however  did 
not  underhand  the  do&rine  of  gafes,  thought 
it  impoflible,  and  ridiculed  thofe  who  en- 
tertained a different  opinion.  You  will  not 
therefore  be  furprized  that  perfons  of  this 
clafs  Should,  in  the  year  1798,  equally 
dilbelieve  and  ridicule  your  father’s  dis- 
covery, and  even  declare  the  practice  an 
impolition  on  the  public. 

“ With  a view  to  inform  fuch  charac- 

• 1 ■ ■ •••  ; ' > . ■ ; . v ; • . 

ters,  and  to  the  relief  of  my  fudering  fellow 
mortals,  I Submit  to  you,  for  infertion  in 
your  next  publication,  the  lollowing  cafes  ; 


SPRAIN. 
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SPRAIN. 

44  About  a fortnight  fince,  a perfon  in  my 
family  fprained  her  foot.  It  fwelled,  grew 
black,  and  was  very  painful.  I applied 
the  Tradtors,  which  I purchafed  of  you ; the 
pain  was  removed.  I repeated  the  operation 
that  evening  and  the  next  morning,  when 
file  was  every  way  much  better,  and  by 
the  evening  of  that  day  well. 

TOOTH-ACHE. 

44  My  fervant  had  a bad  tooth-ache, 
which  proceeded  from  a rotten  or  carious 
tooth.  I diredted  my  little  daughter  to  ap- 
ply the  Tradtors,  and  relief  was  given  in  a 
very  few  minutes.  As  the  tooth  was  much 
decayed,  the  pain  has  many  times  Iince  re- 
turned, but  has  always  been  relieved  by  the 
application  of  the  Tradtors. 

44  The  above  are  fome  of  the  cafes  which 
have  come  under  my  own  infpedtion.  There 
is  an  old  and  vulgar  maxim,  that  44  feeing  is 
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believing,  but  feeling  is  the  naked  truth.’* 
“ On  the  day  of  the  lad;  illumination 
for  our  brilliant  victory  over  the  French 
fleet,  I was  very  fuddenly  affedled  with  a 
violent  pain  in  the  fmall  of  my  back,  or 
what  is  commonly  called  the 

< 

LUMBAGO ; 

It  came  on  in  the  afternoon,  and  I was  fo 
ill  as  to  be  obliged  to  lay  on  the  bed  until 

five  o’clock.  I could  not  walk  acrofs  the 

• * 

room,  or  ftand  upright  without  very  great 
pain.  The  Tradlors  were  applied,  and  in 
lefs  than  ten  minutes,  though  however  ex- 
traordinary it  may  appear,  I was  relieved, 
and  could  walk  about  as  well  as  ever.  I 
do  not  fay  I was  completely  cured  by  that 
one  operation,  for  there  was  fome  pain  the 
next  day,  but  by  no  means  fo  violent,  and 
in  a few  days,  by  conftant  ufe  of  the 
Tradlors,  it  entirely  left  me. 

“ If  it  will  at  all  contribute  towards 
cftablifhing  a dodirine,  entirely  new  in  the 

refearches 
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refearches  of  this  country,  you  are  at  li 
berty  to  make  ufe  of  the  name  of 
Your  humble  fervant, 

“ RICHARD  TEED.” 

Lancafter- court,  Strand, 

13th  October  1798. 

* • 


COMMUNICATION  FROM  THE  REV,  DR, 
TROTTER,  OF  HANS  PLACE,  KNIGHTS- 
BRIDGE. 

This  worthy  and  relpeclable  gentleman 
demands,  both  from  the  Editor  and  the  af- 
fli&ed,  every  acknowledgment.  The  for- 
mer is  indebted  to  him  for  the  candour 
with  which  he-has  carried  on  his  invefli- 
gation  of  the  merits  of  the  Metallic  Prac- 
tice  ; and  the  latter  for  his  adiduous  atten- 
tion to  them,  and  his  facrifice  both  of  time 
and  convenience  to  afford  them  relief 
from  their  bufferings.  It  need  not  be 
mentioned,  that  this  gentleman,  who  is  fo 
well  known  for  his  humane  and  charitable 

M 4 difpofition, 
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difpofition,  attends  the  fick  without  any 
other  recompense  than  that,  which  is  above 
eftimation,  the  exertions  of  a benevolent 
mind.  During  his  experiments  with  the 
Tractors,  the  Dodlor  was  attentive  to  keep 
an  accurate  memorandum  of  each  cafe,  and 
in  confequence  is  now  much  more  com- 
petent to  decide  on  the  real  merits  of  this 

pradlice.  His  report  is  as  follows  : 

» 

Hans  Place,  March  29,  1 799. 

64  Dear  Sir, 

44  In  anfwer  to  your  quehion,  44  What  is 
now  my  opinion  of  the  Metallic  Tradtors  r” 

• I can  with  confidence  fay,  that  after  fix 
months  candid  trial,  I am  equally  aftonifh- 
ed  and  pleafed.  The  inftruments  and  the 
operation  are  fo  fimple  that  they  promife 
nothing,  but  the  efFedl  is  fb  remarkable  and 
generally  fo  fudden,  that  it  feems  more 
like  a miracle  than  the  ufual  courfe  of  na- 
ture, though  till  of  late  undifcovered.  When 
I firft  perufed  your  late  Publication,  giving 

an  account  of  your  father’s  cures  by  his  Me- 
tallic 


( i69  ) 

tallic  Tradlors,  attested  by  well-known  re- 
fpedlable  characters  in  America,  as  a friend 
to  humanity  I called  upon  you,  to  make 
further  enquiry  about  a difcovery  that  pro- 
mifed  to  be  fo  ufeful  to  mankind.  Your 
goodnefs  in  conducting  me  to  St.  Martin’s 
work-houfe,  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  fa- 
tisfying  myfelf  of  the  efficacy  of  the  Trac- 
tors, in  the  cure  of  two  women,  both  of 
whom  declared  in  my  hearing,  with  appa- 
rent pleafure  and  gratitude,  that  they  were 
by  thefe  relieved  of  their  complaints  ; one 
of  a painful  acute  rheumatifm  in  the  ancle , 
and  the  other  of  a gouty  affeClion  attended 
with  a contraction  in  the  hand  and  fn- 
gers  (a). 

“ Soon  after  this,  I was  poffefTed  of  a 
fet  of  the  Tradtors,  and  refolved  to  omit  no 
occafion  of  ufing  them  for  the  relief  of  the 
afflidled.  On  looking  at  my  minute-book, 
I find  a particular  account  of  twenty-one 

(a)  Thefe  cafes  {hall  be  noticed  in  the  fubfequent 
pages. 
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cures  performed  under  my  own  infpedtion  ; 
viz.  FOUR  OF  THE  RHEUMATISM  ; TWO  OF 
INFLAMED  EYES  AND  HEAD-ACHE  ; ONE 

erysipelas;  five  of  the  tooth- ache  ; 

THREE  OF  SWELLING  IN  THE  MOUTH  ; 
THREE  OF  INFLAMED  SWELLING  IN  THE 
FACE  ; ONE  OF  AN  UNCOMMON  PAIN  IN 
THE  HEAD  OF  A YOUNG  WOMAN  SUBJECT 
TO  THE  EPILEPSY,  AND  WHICH  WAS  THE 
USUAL  SYMPTOM  OF  AN  APPROACHING 
FIT;  ONE  OF  THE  STRANGURY,  AND 

one  of  A sore  throat.  The  particulars  I 
will  readily  communicate  to  any  enquirer. 

<e  Upon  the  whole,  I muft,  in  juftice  to 
(what  1 fhall  call)  Dr.  Perkins’s  inva- 
luable difcovery,  acknowledge,  that  I 
myfelf  have  never  applied  the  TraCtors, 
without  fome  fenlible  efifeCt,  and  that 
m a few  minutes  ; and  from  my  own  ex- 
perience can  fay,  that  metals  do  not  more 
certainly  attraCt  the  electrical  fluid,  than 
the  Metallic  Tractors  (if  properly  ufed)  a 61 
in  attracting  and  removing  certain  pains, 
inflammations,  and  inflammatory  fwellings. 

I have 
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I have  no  doubt  of  their  making  their  way 
in  a fhort  time  over  Britain,  as  they  have 
done  in  America,  and  are  now  doing  in 
Denmark  and  Germany.  So  fafc , fo  plea- 
Jant , fo  ready , and  I will  add  fo  cheap  a 
medical  affiftant,  few  ladies  or  gentlemen 
will  choofe  to  be  without  in  their  families. 
Believe  I am,  with  efteem, 

“ Dear  Sir, 

<c  Your  very  humble  fervant, 

“ JOHN  TROTTER.” 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I have 
operated  on  a gentleman’s  left  eve-brow, 
which  was  painful  and  a little  fwelled, 
though  without  inflammation.  I drew  the 
Trabtors  over  it  in  different  direblions,  for 
the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  without  the  lead 
fenfibie  effech  Upon  enquiry  I found  the 
diforder  to  proceed  from  the  ftomach. 
Hence  it  may  be  inferred,  that  no  relief 
can  be  expedited  from  the  Trabtors  when 
the  complaint  is  merely  fymptomatical ; 
but  when  it  is  topical,  though  ever  fo 
violent,  a cure,  from  what  I have  witneffed, 
may  be  depended  upon.  J.  T. 
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COMMUNICATED  BY.  MR.  MANT,  SURGEON, 
OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 

The  cures  mentioned  in  the  three  fkft 
cafes  adduced  below,  it  will  be  obferved, 
were  not  witneffed  by  Mr.  Mant  perfon- 
ally,  but  in  his  letter  accompanying  them 
he  fays,  “ that  having  the  account  from  fo 
lenfible  a man  and  fo  relpedlable  a charac- 
ter, I cannot  entertain  the  fmalled;  doubt 
of  the  fa£ls,  cfpecially  as  they  are  corrobo- 
rated by  the  teftimony  of  the  patients 
themfelves  whom  I have  examined.” 

The  gentleman  to  whom  Mr.  Mant 
alludes  is  Walter  Tailor,  Efq;  of  Potf- 
W'ood  Green,  Southampton,  well  known  to 
the  public  as  a fcientific  charafler,  and  for 
fome  very  valuable  and  ufeful  improve- 
ments relating  to  feveral  new  applications 
of  the  mechanical  powers.  He  was  one  of 
the  early  purchafers  of  the  Traflors,  and 
4 from 
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from  having  had  them  in  his  pofTefiiori 
nearly  a year,  is  now  well  qualified  to 
make  a proper  report  on  their  merits. 
The  two  laid  cafes  occurred  in  the  pradhce 
of  Mr.  Manx  himfelf. 

Case  I. 

A PERIODICAL  PAIN  IN  THE  HAND. 

u Mrs.  Tailor, above  Bar,  Southampton 
(no  relation  to  the  above  mentioned  gentle- 
man) had  for  13  years  paid  been  attacked, 
fome  time  in  the  courfe  of  every  night,  with 
a very  acute  pain  in  one  of  her  hands,  for 
which  fhe  had  recourfe  to  many  medicines 
and  applications  without  effedh  About 
four  months  fince  the  Trafilors  were  firfl 
applied,  and  fhe  foon  began  to  experience 
benefit  from  them.  It  is  worthy  of  obfer- 
vation,  that  this  happening  in  the  night, 
they  were  never  applied  when  the  pain  was 
prefent,  but  acted  as  a fure  preventative  of 
its  return.  She  has  fince  been  attacked  by 
it  only  very  (lightly,  and  a few  minutes  ap- 
plication 
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plication  of  the  Tradlors  always  relieves 
her,  but  fbe  fometimes  pafTes  two  or  three 
weeks  together  without  the  leafl  return  of 
pain. 

.Case  It. 

SPRAIN  AND  CONTUSION. 

a Walter  Tailor,  Efq;  of  PotfwoocI 
Green,  Southampton,  the  gentleman  above 
mentioned,-  met  with  an  accident  in  de- 
fcending  a flight  of  flairs,  by  which  his  leg 
was  bent  under  him,  and  fprained  in  fuch 
a degree  that  he  was  unable  to  rife  : the 
mofl  violent  pain  in  the  mufcles  enfued* 
His  fervants  having  fupported  him  to  a 
iofa,  he  immediately  had  the  Traclor.s 
applied,  w^hich  he  purchafed  of  you,  and* 
to  life  his  own  expreffion,  “ after  continu- 
“ ing  the  operation  fifteen  minutes,  the 
“ pain  feemed  to  leave  me  as  if  I had 
“ taken  it  off  with  my  flocking.  It  ap- 
“ peared  to  defcend  lower  and  lower,  till  at 
length  I,  as  it  were,  fhook  it  off  my 

“ toes.” 
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**  toes.”  He  immediately  got  up  and 
walked,  never  having  found  any  inconve- 
nience from  the  injury  Alice. 

Case  III. 

A SCALD. 

“ The  gentleman,  mentioned  in  the  la  ft 
cafe,  employs  a number  of  men  in  a foun- 
dery,  one  of  whom  let  fall  fome  melted 
metal  on  his  leg,  and  fcalded  it  to  a large 
extent.  On  applying  the  Traflors  twice, 
the  effedls  of  the  fcald  were  removed,  and 
the  man  enabled  to  return  to  his  work  the 
•next  day. 

Case  IV. 

A PAINFUL  INFLAMMATORY  SWELLING 

' IN  THE  ANCLE. 

Ci  I was  called  to  a young  lady  on  the  23d 
inftant  [Mar^h]  who,  without  any  know- 
ledge of  having  been  thefubjedtof  afprainor 
contufion,  was  affedled  with  an  inflamma- 
tion and  tumefa&ion  in  one  of  her  ancles, 

attended 


( 176  ) 

attended  with  acute  pain  on  the  flighted 
motion,  particularly  if  the  attempted  to 
afcetid  flairs.  Not  recollecting  the  Trac- 
tors  at  the  moment,  I directed  her  to  ap- 
ply a poultice  to  the  part.  About  five 
hours  after  I vifited  her  again,  and  then 
ufed  the  Tractors  for  about  twenty  mi- 
nutes,  which  produced  a (light  diminution 
of  the  fwelling.  They  were  again  applied 
for  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  about  an  hour 
after,  and  ufed  at  intervals.  The  next 
morning  (lie  was  fo  much  better  as  to  be 
able  to  walk  out,  without  experiencing 
but  little  inconvenience,  whereas  the  day 
before  fhe  could  not  move  two  fleps  with- 
out very  great  pain.  On  the  fucceeding 
day,  25th,  (lie  rode  thirty  miles  into  Sufiex, 
and  her  ancle  to  this  time  [March  3 1 ft] 
remains  perfectly  well. 


Case 
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Case  V. 

INFLAMMATION  IN  THE  EYES  ATTEND- 
ED WITH  VIOLENT  PAIN. 

“ Richard  Lee,  of  North  Shields, 
Captain  of  the  fhip  Brothers  (a  tranfport  at 
this  port  to  carry  troops  to  Portugal)  was 
feized,  March  27th,  with  an  intenfe  pain 
and  inflammation  in  one  of  his  eyes, 
which  he  faid  was  increafed  by  wafhing  it 
with  brandy  and  water.  On  the  28th,  he 
called  on  me  for  advice  ; I immediately 
applied  the  Traflors.  After  fifteen  mi- 
nutes he  faid  he  was  better,  and  in  twenty 
exclaimed  with  joy  that  “ he  was  perfe&ly 
eafy.”  Having  difcontinued  their  ufe,  he 
afterwards  had  a recurrence  of  pain.  The 
operation  was  again  had  recourfe  to,  and  in 
a few  minutes  he  was  perfe&ly  relieved. 
The  inflammation  had  in  fome  meafure 
fubfided.  When  I drew  the  Tra6tors  acrofs 
the  eye-lid  towards  the  temple,  he  aflured 
me  he  felt  the  pain  follow  it  to  the  exter- 
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nal  angle,  where  it  ceafed,  after  applying 
the  Tradlors  an  hour  in  the  whole.  He 
remained  perfedily  eafy,  and  went  away. 
Being  obliged  to  weigh  anchor  imme- 
diately, I am  unable  to  obtain  any  further 
knowledge  of  the  cafe. 

u I fhould  not  negledl  to  mention  a cir- 
cumftance,  which  I think  merits  obferva- 
tion.  1 diredted  this  man  to  open  his  inflam- 
ed eye,  indeed  my  afflfhmt  and  myfelf  held 
the  lids,  while  I drew  the  Tradlors  (about 
half  an  inch  diflant)  over  the  pupil  and 
cornea  of  the  eye.  The  fecond  time  of 
doing  this  he  flarted  up,  and  exclaimed 
he  could  not  bear  it,  as  it  occafloned  fuch 
violent  pain,  and  feemed  to  have  an  efFedt 
exadlly  flmilar  to  an  eledtric  fhock  ; but 
the  patient  never  having  received  fuch  a 
fhock,  and  being  entirely  uninformed  on 
the  fubjedt,  could  only  give  me  an  idea  of 
it,  by  faying  it  felt  as  if  I had  plunged  a 
knife  into  his  eye.” 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Mant,  with  that  prudence  which 
becomes  every  medical  man,  determined 
on  not  fufFering  his  name  to  appear,  as 
vouching  for  the  authenticity  of  any  cafe,  to 
which  he  had  not  been  himfelf  an  eye  wit- 
nefs.  When  he  favoured  the  Editor  with 
the  three  firft  cafes,  not  having  been  in 
pofieffion  of  the  Tractors  but  a few  days, 
he  had  feen  no  experiment,  and  confe- 
quently  obferved,  “ I cannot  by  any  means 
content  that  my  name  be  mentioned  as  hav- 
ing forwarded  them  to  you  and  in  con- 
cluding his  letter  repeats,  “ I mufr  again 
beg  my  name  may  not  be  made  ufe  of,  un- 
til I have  myfelf  had  opportunity  for  in- 
veftigating  the  properties  of  the  Tractors.’ * 

In  his  laffc  letter,  with  his  own  cafes,  he 
obferves,  “ I am  now  perfectly  convinced 
of  their  very  great  efficacy  ; and  J ffiall  do 
every  thing  in  my  power  to  promote  your 
intereft,  and  that  of  fociety  at  large,  in  cauf- 
ing  it  to  be  poffefled  of  fo  defirable  a remedy 
againft  fo  numerous  a train  of  difeafes. 

N 2 
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COMMUNICATED  BY  MR.  JACKSON,  SUR- 
GEON, SLOANE-STREET,  CHELSEA. 

February,  26th  1 799. 

“ Sir, 

u About  three  months  fince  I firft  heard 
of  the  fuccefs  of  your  Metallic  Tractors, 
and  was  ifrongly  urged  to  turn  my  thoughts 
to  the  pradtice.  I will  candidly  acknow- 
ledge that  it  appeared  to  me  in  as  unfa- 
vourable a light  as  the  vifionary  fchemes 
of  Mefmer  ; but  in  confequence  of  hearing 
that  my  neighbour,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Trotter, 
had  done  confiderable  good  by  ufing  them, 
I was  determined,  on  the  firft  proper  occa- 
fion,  to  give  a fair  trial  to  fo  novel  a mode. 
O11  Thurfday,  the  1 7th  ultimo,  fuch  an  one 
offered.  One  of  the  long  ftage-coaches 
from  Batterfea  was  overfet  near  Charing- 
crofs  by  an  axle-tree  breaking,  and  fome  of 
the  paffengers  were  feverely  hurt.  Among 
them  was  Mr.  Winpenny,  a gentleman 
well  known  at  the  Stock  Exchange  ; he 


was 
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was  thrown  by  the  fhock  to  the  oppofitc 
iide  of  the  carriage,  and  received 

A SEVERE  CONTUSION  IN  HIS  FACE 
AND  EYE. 

By  favour  of  Dr.  Trotter,  I was 
fupplied  with  the  Tradlors  that  evening, 
and  ufed  them  with  fuccefs.  The  next 
morning,  iSth,  the  cellular  membrane 
about  the  eyes  was  fo  turgid  with  blood, 
that  I determined  to  apply  leeches  in  the 
evening ; but  to  my  pleafure,  as  well  as 
furprize,  on  ufing  the  Tradlors  again,  the 
fwelling  fo  much  fubfided  that  no  other 
remedy  was  neceffary. 

“ 19th.  They  were  applied  twice  with 
the  mod;  decided  good  effedt.  20th,  Ufed 
them  in  the  forenoon  only;  and  on  the 
fucceeding  day,  21ft,  after  their  application, 
he  went  into  the  city  to  bulinefs,  and  in 
two  days  more  was  quite  well. 

N 3 
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“ Without  entering  at  prefen t into  any 
difcuffion  of  the  principle  on  which  the 
I racfors  a£f,  I can  truly  affert  my  con- 
viffion,  that  under  the  heft  mode  my  ex- 
perience would  have  didlated  in  flich  a 
cafe,  Mr.  Winpenny  would  not  have  been 
able  to  return  to  bufinefs  in  lefs  than  a 
fortnight. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

“ I have  to  add  another  inffance  of  their 
good  effefls.  Mrs.  P.  an  elderly  perfon  in 
this  place,  who  had  been  previoufly  ill 
with  affhma  and  fever,  was  attacked  with 
as  violent  an  erynpelatous  inflammation  all 
over  her  face  as  I ever  faw.  The  heat, 
pain,  and  tenfion  were  fo  diftreffing,  that 
I determined  to  ufe  the  Traffors.  After 
applying  them  ten  minutes  fhe  declared 
herfelf  eafy,  and  could  open  the  eye- 
lids, which  were  clofed  before  I began. 
The  application  was  perfevered  in,  and 
in  fix  times  fhe  was  perfe&ly  recovered.  * 

The 
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The  only  medicine  ufed  was  an  opening 
draught. 

<£  As  I am  now  in  podfeffion  of  a fet  of 
the  Tradtors,  I fhall  continue  in  the  prac- 
tice, being  convinced  that  many  bufferings 
of  humanity  will  be  removed  in  a fhort 
fpace  of  time,  and  with  the  mod;  abfolute 
certainty  of  the  innocence  of  the  remedy. 

“ I am,  Sir, 

“ Your  mod;  obedient  fervant, 

“ JOHN  JACKSON.” 

‘ 

The  Editor  is  authorized  to  ffate,  that 
fince  the  receipt  of  the  above  communica- 
tion, Mr.  Jackson,  from  holding  himfelf 
jn  readinefs  to  attend  every  applicant  to 
receive  the  benefit  of  this  operation,  has 
employed  the  Tradlors  with  very  great 
fuccefs,  in  numerous  inffances,  among  his 
patients.  Perfons  in  his  vicinity,  defir ous 
of  employing  this  remedy,  will  do  well  to 
apply  to  Mr.  J.  for  that  purpofe. 

* N 4 
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MR.  SMITH,  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST, 
IN  THE  HAYMARKET. 

Since  this  gentleman  became  pofiefiecl 
of  a fet  of  the  Tradlors,  which  is  about  fix 
months,  he  has  had  many  opportunities  of 
applying  them,  and  from  his  knowledge  of 
the  properties  and  operations  of  medicine, 
his  report  is  rendered  (particularly  in  the 
two  firfi:  cafes)  important  and  fatisfa&ory. 
His  communication  is  as  follows  : 

“ Haymarket,  zd  4th  Month,  1799. 

“ Efieemed  Friend, 

“ Having  underftood  it  was  thy  inten- 
tion to  publifh  fome  cafes  on  the  effe<51s  pro- 
duced by  the  Metallic  Tradlors,  I thought 
I could  give  thee  an  account  of  feveral  ex- 
periments which  are  not  unimportant ; at 
the  fame  time  freely  acknowledging,  when 
I firfi;  heard  of  them,  even  from  fome  of 
my  particular  friends,  I was  a fceptic,  and 

until 
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until  ocular  dcmonjlration  proved  to  me  their 
beneficial  effe£ts,  I was  led  to  conceive  the 
whole  arofe  from  the  influence  of  the  ima- 
gination and  was  nearly  allied  to  Animal 
Magnetifm.  Perhaps  the  following  cafes 
(or  as  many  of  them  as  thou  may’ft  ap- 
prehend it  right  to  make  ufe  of)  will  not 
be  unacceptable. 

Case  I. 

VIOLENT  PAIN  IN  THE  REGION  OF  THE 

* * 

LIVER. 

*/  About  the  middle  of  the  tenth  month 
laft,  having  juft  returned  from  the  country, 
where  I had  feveral  opportunites  of  feeing 
the  Tractors  made  ufe  of  with  great  effe<5t, 
I had  an  inclination  to  try  them  on  a young 
man,  my  apprentice,  who  feemed  rapidly- 
going  into  a decline.  For  many  weeks  he 
had  been  incapable  of  attending  to  bufi- 
nefs,  had  a true  he£tic  pulfe,  feldom  lets 
than  an  hundred  and  twenty,  and  as 
in  fuch  cafes  very  irregular ; there  was 

a con- 
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a continual  violent  pain  in  the  region  of 
the  liver.  A phyfician  of  (kill  and  judg-- 
ment,  who  attended  him,  prefcribed  the 
ufual  means  to  obtain  relief ; and  among 
other  remedies,  blifters  and  frequent  topi- 
cal bleeding  were  had  recourfe  to,  but  with 
little  or  no  fenfible  benefit.  Seeing  it  a 
defperate  cafe,  determined  me  to  make 
trial  of  the  Tra£lors,  and  to  my  great  fur- 
prize  and  fatisfadlion,  after  continuing  their 
ufe  about  a week,  the  pain  in  his  fide  was 
removed,  and  in  a fhort  time  he  was  fo  far 
recovered  as  to  be  able  to  attend  to  his  bu- 
iinefs.  He  has  fome  times  fince  had  re- 
turns of  pain,  but  only  in  a flight  degree, 
and  which  the  application  of  the  Tradlors 
lias  uniformly  relieved.  His  health  is  now 
nearly  re-eftablifhed,  which  he,  as  Well  as 
myfelf,  conceive  to  be  folely  from  the  ufe 
of  the  Tra&ors. 

/ , * ' ? 1 ‘ f • .... 

66  In  addition  to  the  above  I may  add, 
that  a friend  of  mine,  who  had  a liver 
complaint,  attended  with  fimilar  fymptoms, 

and 


( *«7  ) 

I 

and  who  purchafed  a fet  of  the  Traylors 
from  thy  Agent  in  Bath,  where  he  had 
been  for  the  benefit  of  the  waters,  with- 
out fuccefs,  has  from  the  metallic  prac- 
tice received  fo  much  relief,  that  very  little 
pain  now  occurs,  and  when  it  does,  is  re- 
moved by  the  application  of  the  Tra&ors. 

/ , 

46  It  certainly  muft  be  a matter  of  much 
importance  in  cafes  like  the  above,  where 
medicine  but  too  frequently  proves  in- 
effe61ual,  that  even  a palliative  to  pain, 
nearly  amounting  to  a cure  (and  which 
in  time  may  probably  prove  fo)  fhould  be 
obtained  with  fo  little  trouble ; and  that 
the  difeafe  ltfelf  be  fo  far  fiubdued  as  to  oc- 
cafion  no  greater  inconvenience. 

Case  II. 

VIOLENT  PAIN  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF 
THE  KIDNEY. 

“ A Relation  of  mine  had  in  the  courfe 
of  the  lafi:  year  been  affli&ed  with  a pain  in 

her 
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her  back,  which  confined  her  to  her  room 
for  fome  months.  She  was  often  affedled 
fo  violently  as  not  to  be  able  to  leave  her 
bed,  and  for  a confiderable  time  incapable 
of  walking  without  crutches.  The  medi- 
cal perfon  who  attended  her  treated  the 
complaint  as  a lumbago. 

“ The  i ith  month  laft  fhe  folicited  my 
advice.  Upon  hearing  her  fymptoms  I ap- 
prehended her  cafe  had  been  miftaken  ( h ), 
and  that  the  kidneys  were  the  feat  of  the 
diforder,  the  excefs  of  pain  being  only  in 
thefe  parts.  I prevailed  upon  her  to  have 
the  Tradtors  tried.  On  the  firft  applica- 
tion fhe  nearly  fainted  feveral  times,  but 
found  relief.  In  two  days  fhe  was  able  to 

(b)  It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  that,  from  mo- 
tives of  extreme  delicacy,  patients  fhould  in  any  in- 
ftance  withhold  information  refpe&ing  their  complaints 
from  their  medical  attendant  j by  fo  doing  they  will 
often  lofe  the  advantages  that  might  refult  from  the 
adminiftration  of  proper  remedies,  as  well  as  fome- 
times  caufe  undefer ved  refledtion  on  his  judgment. 
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walk  up  and  down  flairs,  and  by  conti- 
nuing their  ufe  (leveral  times)  daily  for  a 
week,  all  pain  was  removed.  She  has 
ever  lince  been  able  to  attend  to  her  family 
concerns. 

Case  lit. 

ERYSIPELATOUS  ERUPTION  IN  THE 

FACE. 

“ My  Daughter,  a child  about  four  years 
of  age,  had  for  leveral  weeks  a difagreeable 
eruption  in  her  face.  A variety  of  medi- 
cines were  employed  both  externally  and 
internally  without  effedh  The  humour 
was  of  a very  acrid  nature,  tending  much 
towards  an  eryfipelatous  inflammation, 
a thin  watery  ichor  exuded  from  under 
the  fcabs.  My  wife  drew  the  T raflors 
lightly  over  the  parts  affedled.  After 
the  firfl  application  the  inflammation  con- 
fiderably  abated,  and  in  two  days  nothing 
but  dry  fcabs  remained,  which  in  a very 
fhort  time  were  removed,  leaving  the  fkin 
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as  fmooth  as  ufual.  The  Tradors 
not  ufed  more  than  three  times. 

“ 1 have  feen  the  Traders  ufed  in  feve- 
ral  cafes  of  eryfipelas,  and  with  the  moft 
decided  benefit. 

Case  IV. 

VIOLENT  INFLAMMATION  IN  THE  EYE. 

“ A young  Woman  had  fo  violent  an 
inflammation  in  her  right  eye,  that  fhe 
could  not  bear  the  light  without  expe- 
riencing excruciating  pain.  There  ap- 
peared a film  over  the  greatefh  part ; the 
pupil  completely.  On  the  firfl:  application 
of  the  Tradors  fhe  was  with  difficulty  kept 
from  fainting,  not  on  account  of  the  pain, 
but  from  a fenfation  fhe  could  not  deferibe. 
The  operations  were  continued  for  three 
weeks,  during  which  fhe  was  daily  receiv- 
ing benefit,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  the 
inflammation  fubfided,  and  the  film  alfo 
was  entirely  removed. 
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Case  V. 

~ ...  V ' - # • | - , 

RHEUMATISM. 

u A Friend  of  mine,  about  two  months 
mice,  was  attacked  with  a very  violent 
rheumatic  pain  in  the  back  part  of  his 
head,  reaching  a little  way  down  the  {pine, 
and  terminating  near  the  fcapula  of  the 
left  fhoulder.  He  had  a good  deal  of  fever, 
and  had  kept  the  houfe  for  feveral  days. 
He  made  ufe  of  embrocations,  and  took 
guaiacum  and  laudanum,  which  gave  tem- 
porary relief,  but  the  pain  continually  re- 
turned. The  Tradiors  were  then  applied, 
which  immediately  gave  him  eafe,  and  on 
continuing  their  ufe  a week  the  complaint 
was  removed.  t- 

Case  VI.  . i 

Sr*  * V 

* 1 

« -•«->  i * * • - ; < . i-'  >.  4 * - 

ANGINA  MALIGNA,  OR  ULCEROUS  SORE 

THROAT. 

<c  A few  weeks  (ince  I found  myfelf  ex- 
ceedingly ill,  with  {ymptoms  of  approach- 

ins: 
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ing  fever,  which  in  a few  days  terminated 
in  a complaint,  to  which  I have  of  late 
years  been  much  fubjedl,  viz.  an  ulcerous 
fore  throat.  As  it  had  ufually  been  a tedi- 
ous diforder  with  me  I became  lov/  fpirited, 
which  the  nervous  fever  that  then  attended 
me  rather  promoted.  My  tongue  was  co- 
vered with  a thick  brown  cruft,  the  tonfils 
and  fauces  much  inflamed.  Though  I had 
fo  frequently  made  ufe  of  the  Tradlors  to 
others,  the  probability  of  their  being  ufe- 
ful  to  myfelf  efcaped  me  for  ieveral  days. 
It  however  occuring  at  laft,  I tradtored 
myfelf  for  about  ten  minutes,  and  obtained 
relief  both  from  forenefs  and  pain.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  day  I felt  a flight  re- 
turn, but  which  on  the  application  of  the- 
Tradlors  was  removed  in  a few  minutes. 
In  two  or  three  days  I was  well  enough  to 
leave  the  houfe,  and  attend  to  buflnefs. 

“ Some  days  after  this  my  Wife,  who  I 
fufpedt  had  caught  the  infedlion  from  me, 
was  attacked  in  the  fame  manner,  but  the 

timely 
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timely  application  of  the  Tra6lors  pre- 
vented the  diforder  from  proceeding  to  any 
great  height,  and  fhe  was  favoured  to  re- 
cover  much  fooner  than  I had  ever  known 
any  to  have  done  in  a fimilar  complaint. 

— ■»  i , 

« 

Case  VII. 

\ 

TOTAL  NUMBNESS  IN  ONE  OF  THE 
EXTREMITIES. 

t 4 

ci  A young  man,  about  fix  weeks  fince, 
called  on  me,  to  requefl  1 would  recom- 
mend fomething  that  might  relieve  him 

O O 

from  a ferious  and  alarming  complaint, 
with  which  he  had  for  fome  time  been 
affedled,  viz.  a numbnefs  and  entire  want 
of  feeling  in  the  right  arm,  from  the  fhoulder 
to  the  fingers  ends.  The  arm  and  hand 
had  a livid  appearance,  and  from  fome  cuts 
he  had  on  the  fingers  which  could  not  be 
healed,  there  evinced  an  obflrudfion  in  the 
circulation.  After  I had  ufed  the  Trac- 
tors for  a few  minutes,  he  exclaimed  with 
much  fatisfadlion,  “ that  his  feeling  began 

O to 
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to  return,  and  that  he  felt  the  points  of 
the  inftruments  very  fenfibly  !”  In  a few 
minutes  more,  he  faid  “ he  perceived  a 
warmth  and  a glow  in  his  hand  and  arm 
and  we  obferved,  an  evident  change  from 
a livid  to  a healthy  appearance.  He  was 
trattored  about  half  an  hour.  In  the  even- 
ing of  the  fame  day,  the  operation  was 
again  performed,  arid  with  lo  much  fuccefs, 
that  he  faid  his  arm  was  as  well  as  ever. 
I have  feen  him  feveral  times  fince,  and  he 
has  repeatedly  told  me  that  he  has  expe- 
rienced no  return  of  the  complaint. 

tfi  In  addition  to  the  above  cafes,  I can 
inform  thee,  I have  found  the  Trablors  of 
fingular  ufe  in  my  own  young  family, 
who  have  been  bruifed  by  falls,  or  run- 
ning againd  the  corner  of  tables,  &c.  I 
have  been  much  entertained  in  minutely 
obferving  the  mjla7nmation , iumefaElion , and 
fylacbiefs  gradually  difappear,  and  this  in  a 
variety  of  indances. 
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u If  the  Tradtors  were  of  no  other  nfe, 
I fhould  be  perfedtly  fatisfied  in  having 
purchafed  them  for  thefe  purpofes  alone. 

“ I have  ufed  them  in  feveral  cafes  of 
pain  in  the  head  and  teeth,  but  in  thefe  I 
have  been  fometimes  unfuccefsful,  which, 
I luppofe,  mud:  be  accounted  for,  from  the 
circumftance  that  pains  in,  and  about  the 
head  are  lo  often  lymptomatic,  and  arile 
from  affedtions  in  other  parts  of  the  body. 

“ Thou  may,  if  thou  thinked:  proper, 
make  ufe  of  my  name,  and  if  neceffary 
refer  thofe  who  wilh  to  obtain  information 
on  the  lubjedt  to  me. 

“ I remain  with  elteem, 

“ Thy  alfured  friend, 

U FREDERIC  SMITH. 


.*!• 
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COMMUNICATION  FROM  JEFFERY  o’CON- 

nell,  m.  d.  bath. 

This  gentleman  having  been  accidentally 
prefent  at  an  application  of  the  Tradlors 
in  a mofl  fevere  cafe  of  rheumatifm,  [ fee 
page  106.]  was  fo  much  ftruck  with  the  in- 
ftantaneous  benefit  derived,  that  he  deter- 
mined on  giving  the  fubjedt  further  atten- 
tion. The  principle  of  the  metallic  in- 
fluence being  unknown  to  the  venerable 
authorities  of  the  old  fchool,  was  not  with 
him  an  argument  againft  withholding  his 
aflent  to  its  exiftence,  if  it  could  be  fubftan- 
tiated  by  evidence  refulting  from  the  tefli- 
mony  of  his  fenfes. 

“ Sir, 

“ I am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  communicate  to  you  the  particulars  of 
• a cafe,  which  I prefume  to  think  cannot  be 
deemed  unimportant  by  any  phyfician  or 
profefifional  perfon,  who,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  obfervation,  muft  frequently  witnels 
3 Angular 
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lingular  variations  and  anomalies  accom- 
panying particular  diforders. 

Case. 

SYMPTOMS  OF  APOPLEXY  TERMINATING 
WITH  AN  UNCOMMON  CRISIS. 

“ M.  Ricketts,  /latuary,  aged  54,  en- 
joying a tolerable  /late  of  health,  and  not 
of  a full  habit  of  body,  being  in  his  work- 
fhop  on  the  1 3th  January  laft,  fell  down  fud- 
denly  in  a fit,  with  a total  lofs  of  fenfe  and 
motion.  The  lowerpart  of  the  occiput  hitting 
again/!  the  edge  of  a packing-box,  occa- 
/ioned  a confiderable  laceration,  and  a pro- 
fu/ion  of  blood.  In  the  /pace  of  half  an 

hour  he  recovered  himfelf  in  fome  mea- 

♦ 

fure,  but  without  any  recolledfion  of  what 
had  happened.  He  was  then  put  to  bed, 
and  inftantly  complained  of  a mo/l  intenfe 
head-ache,  for  which  he  was  bled,  and  had 
leeches  applied  to  his  temples.  An  emi- 
nent phy/ician  vi/ited  him,  who  pre/cribed 
according  to  his  judgment,  but  there  was 
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experienced  no  diminution  of  pain.  Ele* 
ven  days  elapfed  in  this  alarming  ftate. 

“ He  thought  of  the  Tradlors.  Mrs. 
Ricketts  implored  me  to  fee  her  huf- 
band.  From  her  ftatement  of  the  cafe,  I 
was  not  warranted  in  fuppofing  it  within 
the  probability  of  their  Jphere  of  a£iiony 
naturally  concluding  a great  preflure  on 
the  brain,  perhaps  extravafation.  To 
comply  with  her  ardent  w-iflies  I went, 
but  determined,  for  obvious  reafons,  not 
to  ufe  the  Tra&ors  ; it.  was  about  nine 
at  night.  An  inflammatory  diathefis  ap- 
peared to  prevail,  particularly  in  his  eyes. 
His  pulfe  full  and  tenfe,  No  lymptoms  of 
delirium,  but  the  pain  was  inexpreffible. 
I remarked  that  he  more  particularly  was 
rubbing  the  orbit  of  his  left  eye.  “ Here,” 
he  faid,  “ my  greatefh  pain  lies.  This  is 
“ torture.  I feel  pain  over  all  my  head, 
“ but  it  is  bearable  compared  with  this 
“ part.”  On  a clofer  infpedlion,  I found 
that  he  purfed  up  ill  fome  meafure  the  eye- 
lid. 
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lid.  This  circumftance  ft  ruck  me  forci- 
bly, having  fometimes  feen  and  experienced 
myfelf  fuch  a fign  to  attend  an  intermit- 
tent opthalmia/'Vy.  I thought  more  favour- 
ably of  his  cafe,  and  as  he  Hill  wifhed  a 
trial  of  the  Traftors  I confented  to  their 
application.  I moved  them  in  a circular 
direftion  over  the  left  orbit  in  contaft  with 
the  Ikin.  In  about  eight  minutes  his  coun- 
tenance fiiddenly  cleared  up,  and  he  ex- 
claimed, “ Now,  now  l am  in  heaven  !’*' 
I continued  the  application  a quarter  of  an 
hour,  \yhen  he  no  longer  felt  pain,  but  with 
the  compofure  of  a perfon  in  perfedt  health 
put  on  his  cap.  In  the  mean  time  obferv- 
ing  Jymftoms  of  flatulence^  I was  led  not  to 

(t)  A complaint  in  the  eye,  recurring  daily  at  a ftated 
period,  and  principally  owing  to  a morbid  {late  of  the 
ftomach.  This  is  more  frequent  in  the  fouth  of  Europe 
than  in  our  northern  climate.  During  fome  years  refi- 
dence  in  Lifbon,  I met  with  feveral  cafes  of  the  kind, 
and  experienced  myfelf  a regular  fucceflion  of  them  every 
fpring  for  fix  years  j as  in  regular  tertian  agues,  they 
yielded  to  emetics  and  the  bark.  J.  O’C. 
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apprehend  a preponderance  of  inflamma- 
tion, but  rather  to  rely  on  that  fymptom  as 
a diagnojlic.  1 thought  the  Tradlors  adled  as 
a g ood  compafs , and  1 began  to  be  fure  as  it 
were  of  my  latitude.  I entertained  fome  ex- 
peditions that  the  cafe  might  terminate  in 
an  intermittent : they  were  realized.  For 
three  fuccefflve  mornings  the  pain  affedted 
him,  though  in  a flight  degree,  from  four 
o’clock  until  about  nine.  I operated  on  him 
afterwards  very  fuperficially  ; but  as  the  fto- 
mach  appeared  now  evidently  in  fault,  I was 
convinced  nothing  could  efFedt  that  part  of 
the  cure  but  one  or  two  timely  emetics, 
and,  if  neceflary,  afterwards  the  bark.  He 
followed  my  inflrudlions.  The  fordes  was 
immenfe  in  confequence  of  the  emetic. 
He  has  not  experienced  the  flighted:  return 
of  the  head-ache,  and  is  now  in  perfedt 
health.  It  appears  to  me  evident,  that 
the  Tradlors  alone  flopped  the  dreaded 
apprehenfion  of  delirium,  and  imminent 
danger. 

I beg 
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“ I beg  leave  to  add  a reflexion.  As  the 
very  intenfe  fymptoms  which  accompa- 
nied this  cafe  did  not,  during  the  courfe 
of  eleven  days,  yield  in  the  lead:  degree  to 
the  ufual  mode  of  treatment,  may  we  not 
reafonably  infer,  that  the  Tradlors  poffefs  a 
very  confiderable  fedative  power  in  fome 
febrile  cafes,  which  has  not  hitherto  been 
fufpe&ed.  An  alleviation  of  the  moft 
alarming  fymptoms  might  thus  be  obtain- 
ed ; greater  light  refledled  on  the  new 
principle  of  the  aftion  of  metals  on  the 
human  frame,  and  unexpedled  truths  .arife 
for  the  advancement  of  medical  fcience  and 
the  benefit  of  mankind. 

“ I am,  Sir, 

“ Your  very  obedient  fervant, 

“ J.  O’CONNELL.” 


Bath,  March  ill,  1799. 


( 202  ) 


EXPERIMENTS  WITH  THE  TRACTORS  IN 
PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  Editor  has  next  to  notice  fome  ex- 
periments with  the  Tradtors  in  feveral  of 
the  hofpitals,  and  other  charitable  inftitu- 
tions  in  London  and  its  vicinity.  Thefe  it 
becomes  the  more  neceflary  to  detail  in  the 
prefent  tradl,  as  from  the  unfavourable  cir- 
cumftances  under  which  many  of  the  expe- 
riments were  made,  mifreprefentations  of 
the  fadls,  from  certain  perfons  not  remark- 
able for  candour  and  liberality,  have  been 
insinuated  to  the  public.  How  far  the  ineffL 
cacy  of  the  metallic  pradlice  is  proved  from 
a fair  ftatement  of  thefe  experiments,  the 
reader  fhall  judge. 

It  is  proper  juft  to  obferve,  that  the  Edi- 
tor, from  having  ever  fhewn  a difpofition 
to  perform  his  operations  in  the  prefence 
of  men  of  fcience,  where  the  truth  or  fal- 
lacy of  his  pretenlions  could  be  more  eafily 

deter- 
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determined,  has  often  been  invited  to  make 
his  experiments  in  feveral  of  the  public 
hofpitals  and  poor-houfes  in  and  about  the 
metropolis.  Thefe  invitations  have  ever 
been  mod:  cheerfully  and  eagerly  complied 
with. 

X 

f • ;•* 

The  fil’d:  vifit  made  at  a public  charity 
was  at  the  poor-houfe  of  the  parifli  of  St. 
Pancras.  As  fome  of  the  gentlemen  who 
attended  have  very  kindly  favoured  the 
Editor  with  a flatement  of  the  refults  of 
the  experiments  in  that  houfe,  it  may  per- 
haps be  more  fatisfa61ory  to  the  reader  to 
be  prefented  with  the  report  itfelf,  which 
is  as  follows : 


COPY 
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COPY  OF  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  REV.  WA- 
RING WILLET,  A.  M.  DOMESTIC  CHAP- 
LAIN TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  THE  EARL 
OF  DUNMORE,  RECTOR  OF  THE  PA- 
RISHES OF  LISTON  AND  STANFORD  LE 
HOPE,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX,  AND 
MINOR  CANON  OF  ST.  PETER,  WEST- 
MINSTER ; AND  NEHEMIAH  SPICER, 
ESQ;  OVERSEER  OF  THE  INFIRMARY 
OR  POOR-HOUSE,  IN  THE  PARISH  OF 
ST.  PANCRAS,  MIDDLESEX. 

Delancey  Place,  Hampftead  Road, 
May  17,  1798; 

s<  Being;  defirous  of  obtaining;  ocular 

O o 

proof  of  the  efficacy  of  Mr.  Perkins’s 
Tra6lors,  we  fome  time  fince  requeued  him 
to  accompany  us  and  fome  other  gentle- 
men, for  that  purpofe,  to  the  poor-houfe  of 
the  pariih  of  St.  Pancras,  where  were  a 
number  of  perfons  afflidted  with  various 
difeafes.  The  Tra&ors  were  applied  in 


our 


( 2°5  ) 

I 

our  prefence  with  fuccefs  upon  a foldier 
who  had  the 

GOUT 

in  both  his  feet.  The  fevere  pain  and  in- 
flammation were  removed  in  a few  mi- 
nutes. 

<c  Among  others  who  found  relief,  the 
cafe  of  Mrs.  Lanfester,  who  had  been 
confined  in  this  poor-houfe  with  the 

RHEUMATISM 

for  feveral  months,  deferves  particular  no- 
tice. For  fome  weeks  previous  to  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Tra6tors,  fhe  had  not  been 
able,  in  confequence  of  debility  occafioned  * 
by  the  extreme  pain  in  her  limbs,  to  bear 
her  weight  on  her  feet.  Her  arms  were 
fo  affe6ted  that  fhe  could  not  raife  them 
fufficiently  high  to  feed  herfelf,  the  nurfe 
being  obliged  to  aflift  her  in  putting  her 
food  to  her  mouth.  The  knee  and  elbow 
joints  were  much  tumefied  and  inflamed, 

and 
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and  from  her  extremely  emaciated  flate  it 
was  believed  fhe  could  not  long  furvive. 
In  this  helplefs  and  diflreffing  fituation 
Mr.  Perkins  applied  the  Tradlors  to  her 
right  arm,  which  then  appeared  to  he  in 
mod;  pain,  and  in  about  ten  minutes  the 
pains  in  that  arm  were  wholly  removed, 
and  immediately  fhe  raifed  it  over  her  head, 
and  could  move  it  with  perfedt  eafe  in  any 
diredlion.  As  the  experiment  was  only* 
performed  on  one  arm,  and  the  complaint 
extended  to  the  legs  as  well  as  to  the  other 
arm,  the  pain  in  about  twenty-four  hours 
returned.  The  Tradlors  being  then  pur- 
chafed  by  the  fecond  of  the  undermention- 
ed, he  vifited  the  Poor  Houfe  and  applied 
them  himfelf  to  her  knees  and  arms.  Af- 
ter four  or  five  applications  daily,  fhe  fo  far 
recovered  as  to  be  enabled  to  walk  down 
flairs,  and  into  the  adjoining  yard.  She 
continued  gaining  flrength,  and  is  now  re- 
flored  to  health,  and  difcharged  from  the 
houfe  as  cured. 
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cc  Mr.  Spicer  has  ufed  his  Tradtors 
fuccefsfully  in  other  cafes  fince  he  poflefled 
them.  Among  thefe  a perfon  of  his  own 
family,  who  has  been  fubjedt  to  the 

RHEUMATISM 

. 

for  years,  had  a few  weeks  fince  a fevere 
attack  in  the  ankle  and  foot.  The  parts 
were  much  fwelled,  inflamed,  and  in  ex- 
treme pain,  fo  that  the  foot  could  not  be 
placed  on  the  floor.  The  Tradtors  were 
ufed  feveral  times  during  the  day,  and  the 
pain  and  inflammation  were  wholly  remov- 
ed, fo  that  the  perfon  could  walk  with  eafe. 
In  the  ordinary  attacks  of  this  difeafe  it 
has  ufually  continued  feveral  days. 

“ (Signed) 

“ WARING  WILLET. 

“ NEHEMIAH  SPICER.” 
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Here  the  reader  has  had  occafion  to  no- 
tice, what  he  has  often  feen  in  the  Editor’s 
comments  on  the  Danifh  cafes — the  necef 
Jity  of  frequently  repeating  the  applications , 
efpecially  on  fubjedls  fo  long  and  dreadfully 
affiidled  as  Mrs.  Lanfester.  Had  not 
Mr.  Spicer’s  humanity  and  judgment  led 
him  to  renew  the  operations  on  that  poor 
woman,  when  fhe  had  a recurrence  of 
pain,  the  benefit  from  the  hrif  trial  would 
not  have  been  permanent,  and  the  termi- 
nation of  the  complaint  would  doubtlefs 
have  been  fatal  to  the  patient.  Difcredit 
is  but  too  frequently  brought  on  the  me- 
tallic pradlice,  by  negle&ing  to  pay  proper 
attention  to  this  point. 

• ' • i 

Since  the  date  of  the  above  report,  Mr. 
Spicer,  from  having;  the  Tra&ors  in  his 
poffefFion,  has  employed  them  with  fuccefs 
in  numerous  other  inftances. 
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•As  the  Editor  has  determined  on  notic- 
ing every  thing  which  to  his  knowledge 
has  occurred  in  Public  Inftitutions  refpedt- 
ing  the  Tradlors,  he  muft  not  fail  to  men- 
tion a vifit,  which  he  made  to  Guy’s  Hof- 
pital  ; although,  as  nothing  decifive  occur- 
red in  that  place,  it  may  not  appear  to 
bear  much  reference  to  the  point  in  quef- 
tion, 

• 

Dr.  Saunders,  fenior  phyflcian,  with 
that  liberality  which  diftinguifhes  this  emi- 
nent charadfer,  kindly  invited  me  to  try  the 
effects  of  the  Traftors  on  any  of  his  pa- 
tients, whom  I fhould  conceive  to  be  fuita- 
ble  fubjedls  for  experiment.  In  compli- 
ance with  this  invitation,  about  the  firft  of 
June  1798,  I accompanied  fome  medical 
friends  to  that  hofpital,  with  the  hope  of 
meeting  with  proper  cafes  ; the  patients, 
however,  who  were  prefented  on  that 
day  were  all  of  a different  defcription. 
One  woman,  with  an  highly  inflamed 
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eye,  appeared  at  fir  ft  to  be  a fubjecf  not 
unfuitable  for  the  Metallic  Pradlice,  but,  on 
further  examination  of  her  complaint,  other 
fymptoms  evinced  her  cafe  to  be  of'  a com- 
plicated nature,  and  that  die  required  a dif- 
ferent mode  of  treatment. 

To  gratify  however  the  feveral  medical 
gentlemen  prefent,  by  fhewing  the  method 
of  applying  the  Tra&ors,  they  were  drawn 
a fhort  time  over  this  perfon’s  eye,  and,  as  I 
had  previoufly  apprehended,  with  no  confi- 
derable  effedl ; fhe  thought  the  could  fee 
more  diftimftly,  but  from  the  nature  of  her 
cafe  fhe  undoubtedly  did  not  receive  much 
benefit  from  the  application.  Not  having 
feen  the  patient  afterwards,  the  refult  of 
her  cafe  is  unknown  to  me  (k)> 

(k)  My  profeffional  avocations,  and  a diftance  of 
three  miles  from  Guy’s  Hofpital,  have  precluded  the  pof- 
fibility  of  my  fince  availing  myfelf  of  Dr.  Saunders’ 
indulgence  for  profecuting  my  experiments  in  that  place. 
Todojuftice  to  the  practice,  the  Traitors  fhould  be 
applied  three  times  in  the  day,  and  in  many  cafes  be 
continued  for  fome  weeks. 


A fhort 
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A fhort  time  after  the  vifit  at  Guy’s  Hof- 
pital,  by  the  politenefs  of  Dr.  Pearson, 
whofe  liberality  is  equalled  only  by  his  re- 
putation as  a Philofopher  and  a Phyfician, 
the  Editor  was  invited  to  ufe  the  Tradlors 
on  any  of  his  patients  at  St.  George’s  Hof- 
pital,  if  proper  fubjedts  could  be  found 
among  them.  On  enquiry,  one  rheumatic 
cafe  prefented.  This  was  a labouring  man, 
about  45  years  of  age,  an  out-patient  of 
the  hofpital.  He  had  for  feveral  weeks 
been  troubled  with  pains  between  his  fhoul- 
-ders,  for  which  blifters,  embrocations,  and 
other  external  applications  had  been  ufed. 
Thefe  various  remedies  had  given  no 
other  relief  than  changing  the  feat  of  the 
complaint,  which  was  now  confined  to  the 
fhoulders  alone.  As  the  parts  were  yet  in 
a greafy  flate,  from  the  oily  applications 
which  had  been  ufed,  no  confiderable  ad- 
vantage was  to  be  expedted  from  the  Trac- 
tors. However,  they  were  drawn  over 
one  of  the  fhoulders  and  down  the  arm  for 
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about  ten  minutes,  when  the  pain  in  that 
Ihoulder  was  conduced  into  the  elbow. 

The  application  was  then  made  for  the 
fame  term  of  time  to  the  other  arm,  and  the 
fame  effect  was  produced  ; the  pain  in  both 
arms  being  removed  to  the  elbows,  leaving 
the  fhoulder  tolerably  eafy. 

Conceiving  that  nothing  effectual  could 
be  done  in  the  prefent  undhious  ftate  of 
the  parts,  the  patient  was  ordered  to  apply 
again  to  the  hoipital,  if  he  experienced  any 
further  pain ; but  as  he  never  prefented 
himfelf  afterwards,  it  may  be  prefumed  that 
he  had  no  further  occafion  for  the  Tra&ors. 

i / 

On  the  20th  of  June  1798,  the  Editor 
again  availed  himfelf  of  the  kind  indul- 
gence of  Dr.  Pearson,  and  vilited  the 
hoipital  a fecond  time.  Among  other  pa- 
tients who  prefented  themfelves  on  that 
day,  was  a woman,  who  complained  of  a 
violent  pain  in  the  bread:,  and  one  of  her 
arms,  extending  to  her  fingers.  This  be- 
ing 
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ing  an  in-patient,  the  cafe  was  neceflarily 
reported  by  Dr.  Pearson  in  his  clinical 
lectures  (l),  one  of  which  is  delivered 
every  Saturday  morning  to  the  clafs  which, 
attends  his  other  medical  lectures. 

The  following  is  an  abftradt  from  my 
notes  of  Dr.  Pearson’s  report  of  the  cafe 
referred  to,  from  the  Clinical  Ledlure,  de- 
livered June  the  23d,  three  days  after  the 
application  of  the  Tradlors  : 

“ Tamur  Metcroft,  aged  28,  had 
pains  in  her  right  arm,  fhoulder,  and  breaft, 
fo  fevere  in  the  latter  place  as  to  affebl  her 
breathing  very  much.  Her  pulfe  was  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  in  a minute.  The  Me- 
tallic Tradlors  were  applied  to  her  arm,  and 
the  patient  declared  fhe  was  fomewhat  re- 
lieved ; but  on  further  examination  of  her 
complaint  in  the  evening,  when  the  fame 
application  was  to  have  been  repeated,  it 

(!)  In  thefe  clinical  lettures  an  account  is  given  of 
the  difeafes  of  all  his  in-patients  of  the  hofpital,  of  the 
remedies  employed,  and  the  progrefs  of  their  com- 
plaints. 

p 3 


was 


■I 


( 2I4  ) 


was  found  that  the  difeafe  was  more  eene- 
ral,  and  deeply  feated  than  was  at  firft  fup- 
pofed ; and  as  theTradlors  are  chiefly  em- 
ployed in  topical  complaints,  the  cafe  was 
thought  not  a fair  one  for  the  Metallic  ap- 
plication, and  it  confequently  was  not  re- 
peated.” 

The  reader  will  form  fome  further  idea 
of  the  nature  of  this  cafe,  by  the  fubfequent 
report  delivered  in  the  Clinical  Ledlure, 
Auguft  ioth,  about  feven  weeks  from  the 
time  fhe  began  with  other  remedies. 

u It  will  be  remembered  that  Tamur 

Metcroft  was  not  thought  a proper  fubjett 

for  the  Metallic  Pradlice,  and  we  accord- 
% 

ingly  adopted  a different  mode  of  treatment. 
This  cafe  was  very  obftinate.  I ordered  fix 
leeches  to  be  applied,  and  gave  three  grains 
of  opium  and  calomel  divided  into  three 
dofes  every  day.  On  the  9th  of  July,  her 
arm  appeared  a little  better,  but  the  pain 
in  her  bread:  was  as  bad  as  ever.  I ordered 
twelve  leeches  and  three  blifters,  which 
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were  fucceffively  applied  to  the  chef!  and 
neck.  On  the  1 6th,  the  bread:  was  bet- 
ter, but  her  arm  was  become  very  painful 
again.  On  the  20th,  the  pain  returned  to 
her  bread  again,  but  not  quite  fo  violent 
as  when  fhe  firft  came  into  the  hofpital. 
There  feemed  to  be  fome  affedtion  in  the 
bread  of  this  patient,  which  was  not  eafily 
to  be  removed.  3d  Augud,  fhe  was  free 
from  all  her  pains,  but  her  arm  was  ex- 
tremely weak,  fo  much  fo  that  fhe  could 
with  great  difficulty  raife  it  up.” 

On  the  1 8th  of  July,  a day  for  admitting 
patients,  the  Editor  again  accompanied 
Dr.  Pearson  at  St.  George’s  Hofpital. 
Among  the  patients  then  prefented  was 
Sarah  Cox,  aged  27. 

On  the  following  Saturday,  2 1 d,  we  had 
the  Dodlor’s  Clinical  Ledlure,  which  re- 
ported this  cafe  as  follows  : 

“ This  woman,  on  examination,  report- 
ed, that  for  the  three  lad  months  die  had 
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been  troubled  with  rheumatic  pains  all  over 
hei,  and  which  at  this  time  chiefly  affedded 
her  arms,  hands,  knees,  and  feet;  likewife 
between  her  fhoulders ; the  tongue  was 
white,  pulfe  one  hundred  and  thirty,  and 
lkm  cold. 

“ This  was  thought  to  be  a cafe  in  which 
the  f raddors  might  be  beneficial,  and  they 
were  accordingly  applied  to  her  legs,  and 
arms.  In  fifteen  minutes  flhe  faid  fhe  was  re- 
lieved, and  her  fkin  was  much  warmer.  The 
fame  application  was  repeated  in  the  even- 
ing, and  fire  again  found  benefit.  In  the 
morning  the  Traddors  were  again  ufed,  and 
fhe  reported  that  her  arms  were  free  from 
pain.  It  was  however  then  obferved,  that 
fhe  coughed  confiderably ; and  on  more 
particular  enquiry  fhe  acknowledged,  that 
for  three  months  fhe  had  been  feverely 
affli<ded  with  a cough,  and  during  that 
time  had  not  been  able  to  lie  on  her  left 
fide  ! On  this  difcovery  the  Traddors  were 
laid  afide,  and  I advifed  remedies  for  her 
pulmonic  complaint,  as  bleeding,  &c.” 

A fub- 
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A fubfequent  report  on  the  ilfue  of  this 
cafe,  will  fliow  what  grounds  there  were 
for  expecting  a cure  from  the  Tradfors. 

Clinical  Leffure,  July  28th,  1798. 

“ The  cafe  of  Sarah  Cox,  which  was 
reported  in  our  laft  clinical  ledture,  de- 
ferves  particular  attention.  It  will  be  re- 
colledled,  that  from  her  flatement  of  the 
iymptoms,  it  was  fuppofed  Ihe  had  no  other 
complaint  than  the  rheumatifm , but  that 
on  further  enquiry  we  found  fhe  had  con- 
cealed from  us  the  Iymptoms  which  re- 
lated to  an  affedtion  in  her  breafh  I firlh 
ordered  her  to  be  bled,  and  then  to  take 
fome  expedlorating  pills  compofed  of  gum 
ammoniac,  James’s  powder,  opium,  and 
fquills.  In  three  or  four  days  after,  Ihe 
again  complained  of  the  pain  in  her  limbs. 
I then  ordered  her  an  anodyne  ; bled  her  a 
fecond  time,  but  the  blood  was  not  buffy ; 
pulfe  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and  fmall. 
In  ten  days  Ihe  was  confined  to  her  bed  ; 

her 


( 218  ) 

her  breathing  became  very  ffiort,  and  the 
was  extremely  weak  ; on  the  following 
day  fhe  died  without  a ftruggle. 

“ We  often  have  great  difficulty  in  judg- 
ing right  of  the  difeafes  of  many  patients, 
who  prefent  themfelves  to  an  hofpitah 
They  come  under  the  influence  of  great 
prejudices.  This  perfon,  when  ffie  was  firfl: 
examined  refpe&ing  her  complaints,  did  not 
acquaint  us  with  her  pain  in  her  breafl:,  in 
confequence  of  having  been  told  that  no 
confumptive  patients  could  gain  admittance 
into  the  hofpitah 

“ This  cafe  defevved  further  inveftiga- 
tion,and  we  accordingly  after  death  examin- 
ed the  lungs.  In  the  right  lobe  we  found  a 
few  tubercles,  but  no  inflammation.  On  the 
left  flde,  the  parts  were  very  much  difeafed  ; 
nearly  a quart  of  water  in  the  cavity  of  the 
bread:,  and  about  two  ounces  in  the  peri- 
cardium. The  left  lobe  was  highly  in- 
flamed, and  full  of  tubercles,  which  proba- 
bly 
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bly  had  been  forming  for  fix  months  paft. 
In  this  fide  alfo  were  two  large  vomicce : a 
piece  of  this  lobe  funk  readily  in  water. 

“ After  feeing  the  fituation  of  this  pa- 
tient’s lungs,  it  will  not  be  a matter  of  fur- 
prize  that  fhe  was  not  cured  by  the  Trac- 
tors, nor  by  the  treatment  which  was  after- 
wards adopted.  Before  fhe  applied  to  the 
hofpital,  fhe  was  undoubtedly  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  affiftance.” 

In  addition  to  the  above  extracts  from 
Dr.  Pearson’s  le&ures,  it  may  be  proper 
barely  to  obferve,  that  the  fecond  patient, 
Tamur  Metcroft,  during  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Tra61ors,  was  entrufied  to  the 
care  of  the  late  Mr.  Hawkins,  the  apo- 
thecary to  the  houfe.  He  was  requeued  to 
repeat  the  application  in  the  evening,  and 
again  at  about  eight  o’clock  the  next  morn- 
ing. The  patient  was  of  courfe  to  take  no 
medicine  in  the  mean  time.  On  vifiting 
her  at  one  o’clock  the  next  day,  I learned 

that 
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that  the  Tradlors  had  not  been  ufed  in  the 
preceding  evening  nor  that  morning,  for 
the  reafons  which  Dr.  Pearson  had  fug- 
geffed.  Mr.  Hawkins,  having  in  the 
evening  perceived  the  complaint  to  be  dif- 
ferent from  what  the  patient  had  repre- 
fented  at  firft,  immediately  had  recourfe 
to  other  remedies.  As  fhe  was  now  under 
their  operation,  it  was  improper  to  ul'e  the 
Tradtors  with  a view  of  afcertaining  their 
effedls.  Although  Mr.  Hawkins’s  deter- 
mination in  that  cafe  met  with  my  fulled: 
concurrence,  yet  had  this  been  a patient  in 
private  pradtice,  where  fome  domeftic  in 
a family  had  leifure  to  beftow  that  atten- 
tion to  the  application  which  is  neceffary 
to  enfure  fuccefs,  I fhould  not  have  helitat- 

ed  to  promile  a cure  ; but  in  the  hofpital, 

* 

where  an  hundred  others  have  an  equal 
claim  to  the  attendance  of  the  apothecary, 
he  could  not  have  been  able  to  employ  the 
Metallic  Pradtice  with  any  prolpedt  of  real 
advantage. 


That 
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Thatdecifive  method,  which  Dr.  Pear- 
son adopted  to  afcertain  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe  in  the  cafe  of  Sarah  Cox,  and 
which  that  learned  Ledlurer,  as  on  all  other 
occasions,  was  attentive  to  report,  for  the 
inftrudtion  of  his  numerous  pupils,  has 
fully  evinced  that  her  fituation  was  be- 
yond reclaim. 

Thefe  compofe  all  the  experiments  the 
Editor  made  in  St.  George’s  Hofpital. 
They  are  partly  irrelevant  to  the  objedl 
of  our  prefent  enquiry,  as  they  do  not 
afford  any  decifive  evidence  in  favour  of,  or 
againft  the  Metallic  Pradlice.  They  have, 
however,  confirmed  what  has  often  been 
obferved  in  the  remarks  on  the  Danifh 
cafes,  viz.  the  unfitnefs  of  hofpital  experi- 
ments for  afcertaining  the  merits  of  the 
Tradtors. 

Conceiving  that  further  experiments  in 
the  hofpital  would  be  liable  to  circum- 
ftances  fimilar  to  thofe  juft  adduced,  the 

Editor 


Editor  difcontinued  his  practice  in  that 
houfe. 


Ever  delirous  of  fubjedting  the  merits  of 
the  Metallic  Pradlice  to  the  teft  of  experi- 
ment in  public  inftitutions,  where,  who- 
ever pleafed  could  make  enquiry  on  the 
fubjedt ; it  occurred,  that  the  Poor  Houfes 
were  better  calculated  than  Hofpitals  to 
afford  the  advantages  required.  There  the 
charadters  and  mode  of  life  of  the  patients, 
from  their  long  refidence  in  thofe  places, 
muft  generally  be  better  known,  and  as 
much  medicine  is  not  ufually  employed, 
the  effedfs  of  the  Tradlors  mufl  be  more 
unequivocal.  Under  the  influence  of  this 
opinion,  an  invitation  from  fome  of  the 
Overfeers  of  the  Poor  in  St.  Martin’s  Pa- 
rifh,  to  ufe  the  Tradlors  on  the  lick  paupers 
in  their  Poor  Houfe  was  readily  complied 
with.  This  being  fltuated  near  my  place  of 
refidence,  I have  been  enabled  to  give  more 
frequent  attendance,  and  to  lee  that  the  ap- 
plications were  properly  and  fairly  made. 

2 About 
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About  the  idt  of  Auguft  laft  (1798)  ac- 
companied by  fome  nledical  friends,  I firft 
vifited  that  houfe.  in  ward,  No.  23,  we 
were  prefented  with  tire  following  caie,  the 
previous  hiftory  of  which  fhall  be  given 
as  related  to  me  by  Mr.  Pippin,  the  apo- 
thecary to  the  houle,  and  by  the  patient 
herfelf. 

Case  I. 

GOUTY  AFFECTIONS. 

Mary  Scott,  aged  51,  had  for  about 
twelve  weeks  been  afflidled  with  what  Mr. 
Pippin  called  gouty  affections.  She  was 
fird:  attacked  with  a fevere  pain  in  the  left 
elbow.  The  parts  foon  became  much  in- 
flamed and  fwelled,  and  which  continued 
to  extend  until  the  whole  hand  was  tume- 
fied. Several  medicines  were  adminifter- 
ed,  after  which  the  complaint  attacked  the 
right  knee  and  foot,  both  of  which  dwelled 
and  became  alfo  very  painful.  At  length 
it  returned  to  its.  firfl:  feat  in  the  elbow, 
and  gradually  fettled  in  the  hand  and 
fingers.  When  I daw  her,  the  fingers  % 


were 
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were  fo  contra&ed,  that  fhe  was  unable 
to  ftraighten  them,  or  indeed  to  ufe  them 
at  all.  There  was  much  inflammation  and 
conflderable  pain.  No  medicines  had  been 
given  for  flx  weeks. 

I had  no  hefitation  in  promiflng  a cure, 
and  began  by  drawing  the  Tra&ors  over 
the  hand,  extending  them  along  to  the 
ends  of  the  fingers  for  about  twenty  mi- 
nutes, when  fhe  faid  the  pain  was  much 
relieved,  and  that  fhe  could  move  the  fin- 
o-ers  eafier.  The  inflammation  was  evi- 
dently much  fubfided.  A glow  of  perfpi- 
ration,  which  often  takes  place  on  the 
parts  where  theTra&ors  are  applied,  moif- 
tened  the  whole  hand. 

The  Tra&ors  were  left  with  her  that 
night,  with  orders  to  be  ufed  three  times 
before  the  middle  of  the  next  day.  On 
vifiting  her  at  that  time,  I found  that  fhe 
had  applied  them  as  dire&ed,  and  that  her 
pains  were  entirely  removed ; the  inflam- 
mation was  nearly  fubfided ; and  the  mid- 
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die  finger,  which  before  the  application  of 

the  Traflors  was  moft  affedted,  was  now 

/ , 

fo  much  better  that  (he  could  contradl  and 
open  it  without  any  pain.  I ordered  her 
to  continue  ufing  the  Tradlors  three  times 
in  a day.  At  the  end  of  five  days  Ihe  was 
io  far  reftored  as  to  take  her  place  in  the 
needle  room,  which  fhe  had  been  obliged 
to  vacate  for  twelve  weeks,  not  having 
been  able  to  hold  the  cloth  with  this  hand 
while  fhe  ufed  the  needle  with  the  right. 
She  has  ever  fince,  which  is  now  about 
nine  months,  been  able  to  few  and  ufe 
that  hand  with  perfedl  eafe,  having  had  no 
fymptoms  of  the  complaint  in  any  part  of 
the  body,  and  enjoying  her  health  in  every 
refpedh  This  patient  has  lived  in  the  Poor 
Houfe  upwards  of  two  years,  is  a perfon  of 
a very  good  underftanding,  and  is  diftin- 
guifhed  as  an  induftrious  woman. 


Q 
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Case  IT. 

I , \ ‘ 

ACUTE  RHEUMATISM. 

A few  days  after  the  experiments  above 
mentioned,  accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Clarke  ( 'm ),  fecretary  for  the  library  and 
chaplain  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  I went  to  the  Poor  Houfe 
again,  with  a view  of  meeting  with  more 
fubje£Ts  for  experiment. 

In  ward  No.  20,  we  were  prefented  with 
the  cafe  of  Judith  Sympson,  aged  about 
50,  a mantua-maker.  This  woman  has  been 
in  this  houfe  five  years.  About  four  weeks 
before  we  vifited  her  file  was  attacked 
with  an  acute  pain  in  her  left  ancle,  which 
foon  began  to  fwell  and  inflame.  Thefe 
continued  to  increafe  until  the  time  we 
faw  her,  when  fhe  was  unable  to  bear  any 

(m)  Author  of  that  very  able  and  eloquent  defence  of 
the  Union,  entitled,  <c  The  Political , Commercial > and 
Civil  State  of  Ireland.” 

weight 

. c> 
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weight  on  that  foot.  The  whole  external 
ankle  and  foot  were  enlarged  to  nearly 

twice  their  ordinary  lize.  The  inflamma* 

> ' 

tion  and  pain  were  very  fevere,  which  were 
evinced  by  the  turgid  ftate  of  the  veffels. 

% 

I did  not  hefitate  to  promife  fpeedy  re* 
lief  to  this  poor  woman,  and  began  by 
drawing  the  Tradlors,  from  about  three 
inches  above  the  complaint,  lightly  over 
the  inflamed  part,  and  conducing  them  to 
the  toes.  In  about  five  minutes  a profufe 
perforation  feemed  to  burft  from  every 
pore  in  the  foot,  fo  that  the  water  aftually 
trickled  along  after  the  points  of  the  Trac- 
tors, and  if  not  wiped  away  would  have 
dropped  on  the  floor.  After  effedually  re- 
moving the  perfpirable  matter  with  a cloth* 
the  points  of  the  Tradlors  were  conduced 
over  the  parts  for  a few  minutes  as  before, 
and  the  fame  flow  of  perfpiration  followed. 
A fimilar  effe6t  took  place  a third  time, 
after  which  fhe  declared  fhe  was  perfectly 
relieved.  She  then  put  her  foot  on  the 

Q 2 floor* 
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floor,  and  could  bear  her  weight  on  it  with 
but  very  little  inconvenience. 

1 ordered  her  to  ufe  the  Tra&ors  three 
times  before  twelve  o’clock  the  next  day. 
On  viflting  her  at  that  time,  I found  the 
fwelling  reduced  at  leaft  two-thirds.  The 
inflammation  was  hardly  perceptible,  and  the 
patient  had  been  walking  about  the  room. 
The  perforation,  though  in  a lefs  degree,  had 
taken  place  on  each  application.  This,  it  is 
proper  to  obierve,  was  not  at  any  time  pro- 
duced on  other  parts  of  the  body,  but  was 
an  a&ionofthe  Traitors  on  the  difeafed 
part  alone.  She  continued  uling  them 
three  times  a day,  and  in  about  a week 
was  perfe&ly  cured.  Since  that  time, 
which  is  now  more  than  nine  months,  this 
woman  has  never  had  the  leaf!  iymptom  of 
the  rheumatifm  in  any  part  of  her  body, 
and  has  enjoyed  perfe6l  health. 

Having  fhewn  the  above  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Clarke,  with  a requefl  that  he  would 

9 

inform 
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inform  me  whether  my  ftatement  of  the 
effedts  produced  by  the  firff  application, 
agreed  with  the  fadts  according  to  his  re- 
colledlion,  I was  obliged  with  the  follow- 
ing  reply  : 


“ Sir, 

“ I have  been  favoured  with  your  note, 
and  can  feel  no  backward nefs  in  comply- 
ing with  what  I conceive  to  be  but  juftice 
to  you,  and  duty  toward  the  public. 

“ Having  obferved,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
reading,  that  fome  difcoveries  had  been 
made  by  different  men  in  different  quarters 
of  the  globe,  and  all  tending  to  one  point, 
I was^happy  in  an  opportunity  of  perfonally 
enquiring  into  what  now  begins  to  be 
termed  by  writers  of  great  eminence  abroad, 
a new  difcovered  law  of  nature.  I was  alfb 
anxious  to  learn,  how  far  the  application  of 
this  difcovery  might  really  tend  to  diminifh 
the  catalogue  of  human  bufferings.  When 
I did  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  waiting  on 

Q 3 you 
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you  for  this  purpofe,  you  frankly  accom- 
panied me  to  the  Poor  Houfe  of  St.  Mar- 
tin’s. Not  then  aware  that  I might  be 
called  on  to  teftify  the  experiment  which 
you  made  in  my  prefence,  I did  not  take 
notes  of  it ; but  as  far  as  I can  charge  my 
memory  with  the  fa6l,  which  was  an  im- 
preffive  one,  it  was  as  follows  : 

“ A woman,  whofe  ankle  was  extremely 
fwelled,  and  who  long  complained  of  fevere 
pain,  fubmitted  to  the  operation  with  the 
Traftors.  On  their  application,  large  drops 
of  fweat  iffued  from  the  pores  of  the  part 
affedted.  This  vijible  effeft  took  place  thrice 
in  the  Ipace  of  ten  minutes,  after  which 
the  woman  declared  (he  was  relieved  from 
pain. 

“ I am.  Sir, 

6<  With  great  truth, 

“ Your  obedient  iervant, 

“ THOMAS  B.  CLARKE.’' 

Great  Quebec-ilreet, 

Portman-rfquare, 

May  13th  1799. 

The 
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The  Tradors,  from  being  owned  by  this 

Poor  Houfe,  have  been  ufed  for  the  relief  of 

feveral  others.  Mr.  Conno,  the  Governor, 

to'whofe  care  they  are  entrufled,  holds  them 

in  readinefs  to  be  applied  to  any  whom  he 

* 

fhall  conceive  to  be  proper  fubjeds.  Among 
others  they  have  cured  Mrs.  Harriot,  the 

Miftrefs  of  the;  needle  room,  of  an 

■»'  \ 

ACUTE  INFLAMMATORY  AFFECTION 

on  one  of  her  hands.  This  came  on  very 
fuddenly,  was  attended  with  a fenfation 
of  great  heat.  A quantity  of  ichor  colled- 
ed  under  the  cuticle,  and  produced  a vefi- 
cation  very  fimilar  to  a fcald.  An  appli- 
cation of  the  Traders  for  half  an  hour 
entirely  removed  all  appearances  of  the 
complaint. 

Some  other  cafes  of  rheumatifm  and 
painful  fwellings  in  the  face,  have  alfo  re- 
ceived lingular  benefit  from  the  ufe  of  the 
Tradors  ; but  as  it  is  not  the  objed  of  the 
Editor  to  enter  into  a detail  of  cafes,  which 

Q 4 he 
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he  has  not  himfelf  witnefled,  he  will  decline 
adducing  fuch  cafes  at  prefent. 

Several  gentlemen,  from  a defire  of  learn- 
ing the  merits  of  the  Tradlors,  have  accom- 
panied the  Editor  to  this  Poor  Houfe,  with 
a view  of  feeing  thefe  cafes.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Trotter’s  viiit  will  be  noticed  in  his  com- 
munication [fee  page  169.]  Among  others 
might  be  mentioned  thofe  patrons  of  hu- 
manity, Sir  Richard  Hill  (n)  and  his 
brother  the  Rev,  Rowland  Hill, 

r 

The  recent  death  of  Mr.  Pippin,  the 
late  medical  attendant  at  this  Poor  Houfe, 
deprives  me  of  the  opportunity  of  procuring 
his  ftatement  of  thefe  cafes, 

• 

(n)  Sir  Richard,  who  owns  a fet  of  the  Tradtors, 
has  informed  the  Editor  of  his  having  removed,  among 
other  complaints,  an  obftinate  inflammatory  tumor  on 
one  of  his  domeftics.  The  candour,  with  which  this 
worthy  and  refpedlable  character  has  treated  the  Metallic 
Practice,  claims  from  the  writer  the  fincereft  acknow- 
ledgment. 

\ 


In 


In  the  month  of  Augufl  laft,  the  Editor 
was  invited  to  meet  fome  of  the  officers  of 
the  parifh  of  Clerkenwell,  to  ufe  the  Trac- 
tors on  the  infirm  paupers  in  their  Poor 
Ho  ufe. 

The  frrfl:  patient  that  prefented  was  a 
young  woman,  about  24  years  of  age.  This 
poor  object  had  been  for  about  three  years 
extremely  afflidted  with  lome  conftitutional 
complaint  affe£ting  her  whole  iyltem,  dur- 
ing which  time  fhe  had  been  in  fome  of 
the  London  hofpitals,  and  under  the  care  of 
feveral  of  the  molt  eminent  phyficians, 
without  receiving  the  leaft  benefit. 

It  being  the  wifh  of  fome  of  the  gentle- 
men prefent,  that  the  Tra61ors  might  be 
drawn  over  this  perfon,  I complied,  though 
with  a previous  declaration  that  fhe  mult 
not  expe6t  much  benefit,  as  her  difeafe 
feemed  to  be  a nervous  complaint,  equally 
affe&ing  her  whole  body.  They  were  ac- 
cordingly ufed  a few  minutes  on  one  of 

P ✓ 

her 
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her  arms,  and  no  other  effefit  was  produced 
than  a motion  of  the  pain  after  the  points 
of  the  Tradlors. 

On  examining  the  apartments  of  the 
men,  we  found  a perfon,  aged  about  60, 
who  had  for  a number  of  years  been  trou- 
bled with  a 

RHEUMATIC  PAIN 

in  his  ihoulders.  For  the  nine  months 
preceding  he  had  not  been  able  to  raife  up 
his  right  arm  fufficiently  to  put  on  his 
waiflcoat  without  help.  To  this  patient 
I promifed  benefit.  After  drawing  the  Trac- 
tors over  his  fhoulders,  and  down  to  the 
end  of  his  fingers,  for  about  ten  minutes, 
he  was  fo  much  relieved  as  to  be  able  to 
raife  his  arm  over  his  head,  and  put  on 
his  waiftcoat  without  any  affiftance,  and 
this  he  effefiled  with  great  eafe.  When  we 
left  the  houfe,  about  an  hour  and  an  half  af- 
terwards, his  arm  remained  very  fupple,  fo 
that  he  could  eafily  move  it  in  any  direfilion. 
2 The 
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The  next  cafe  was  that  of  a man,  aged 
about  65,  who  had  been  troubled  for 
many  years  with  a 

% 

PAIN  IN  THE  HIP, 

which  had  proceeded  to  that  degree,  that 
one  leg  was  fhorter  than  the  other,  and  he 
could  walk  only  by  the  affiflance  of  crutches. 
The  Tractors  were  applied  to  him  about 
ten  minutes,  when  he  put  his  foot  down 
flat  upon  the  floor,  and  flamped  with  con- 
fide rable  force,  without  giving  him  any 
pain.  This  he  faid  he  had  not  been  able 
to  do  for  many  years  before.  We  left  him 
free  from  pain,  and  walking  about  the 
room  without  any  fupport. 

1 #> 

In  the  women’s  apartment  we  met 
with  a 

PAINFUL  CHRONIC  AFFECTION  IN  THE 

HEAD, 

upwards  of  twelve  years  duration,  in  a 
fubjeft  about  60  years  of  age.  When  we 

began 
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began  ufmg  the  Tractors  the  pain  was 
violent,  but  after  about  twelve  minutes  ap- 
plication fhe  was  rendered  perfectly  eafy. 

As  the  Tra&ors  were  never  ufed  a fe- 
cond  time  on  any  of  thefe  patients,  there 
muft  neceffarily  have  been  a gradual  re- 
currence of  their  complaints.  The  three 
lafh  mentioned  perfons,  by  a proper  appli- 
cation of  this  remedy,  might  in  all  pro- 
bability have  been  greatly  relieved,  if  not 
cured,  and  thereby  rendered  ufeful  mem- 
bers of  fociety.  Chronic  affe6lions  of  this 
defcription  require  a long  perfeverance  in 
the  praCtice,  and  when  this  is  faithfully 
attended  to,  but  few  cafes  will  occur, 
where  a cure  may  not  be  eventually  ef- 
fected by  the  influence  of  the  TraClors. 

The  Editor  having  requeued  Meflrs. 
Bletchly,  Bound,  and  Cowland, 
Churchwardens  of  the  Parifli  of  Clerken- 
well,  and  the  Rev.  William  Vidler, 
all  of  whom  were  prefent  during  thefe  ap- 
3 plications, 
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plications,  to  oblige  him  with  their  fen- 
timents  on  the  foregoing  flatement,  has 
been  favoured  with  the  following  : 

Clerkenwell,  May  17th,  1799. 

“ We  have  examined  Mr.  Perkins’s 
ffiatement  of  his  experiments  with  the 

Metallic  T radlors  in  Clerkenwell  Poor 

/ 

Houle,  which  were  made  in  our  prefence, 
by  requeft  of  fome  of  the  officers  of  this 
pariffi,  and  find  it  to  be  perfectly  corredl. 


WILLIAM  VIDLER  (oj, 
MICHAEL  BLETCHLY, 
WILLIAM  BOUND, 
WILLIAM  COWLAND  (j>), 


Church- 

wardens.” 


(0)  The  Rev.  Mr.  Vidler,  who  has  himfelf,  re- 
cently performed  fome  cures  with  the  Traitors  after  ac- 
knowledging the  correitnefs  of  the  above  ftatement,  adds 
in  his  note,  “ I wilh  the  efficacy  of  the  Traitors  was 
more  known.  They  would  then  be  in  general  ufe.” 

(p)  Mr.  Cowland  alfo  informs  of  his  having  cured 
himfelf  of  a very  fevere  burn , and  a fervant  in  his  fa- 
mily of  an  acute  rheumatism  in  the  leg,  which  was  highly 
inflamed  and  fwelled. 


About 
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About  the  middle  of  December  the 
Editor  was  honoured  with  an  invitation  to 
the  Regimental  Hofpital  of  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  by 
Mr.  Charleton,  the  furgeon  of  that  in- 
flitution,  but  not  meeting  with  any  proper 
cafes  for  the  Metallic  Pradtice,  the  Trac- 
tors were  not  ufed* 


On  the  20th  of  January  the  Editor  made 
lome  experiments  in  the  Regimental  Hof- 
pital of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
York,  commonly  called  the  Coldftream 
HolpitaL  Mr.  Knight,  Surgeon  to  the 
Houfeholds  of  their  Royal  Highneffes  the 
Dukes  of  York  and  Clarence,  who  pre- 
lides  over  that  eftablifhment,  and  to  whofe 
politenefs  the  Editor  is  indebted  for  an  in- 
vitation to  ufe  the  Tradtors  in  that  place,  fe- 
ledted  three  fubjedts  for  experiment.  On  ex- 
amining 
£2 
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amining  the  firfl:  of  thefe,  fufpicions  were 
entertained  that  the  man  was  an  impoftor. 
On  ordering  him  to  raife  his  arm,  which 
he  (aid  was  in  great  pain,  he  declared  his 
inability  to  move  it,  yet  foon  afterwards, 
when  taking  off  his  coat,  during  our  pre- 
fence, he  was  caught  railing  his  arm  by  ac- 
cident to  an  horizontal  pofition,  and  with- 
out making  any  complaint.  This  and  feve- 
ral  other  circumftances  which  had  been 
previoufiy  obferved  of  this  perfon,  rendered 
the  deception  fo  evident  to  Mr.  Knight, 
that  we  did  not  continue  the  applications 
upon  him,  but  had  recourfe  to  fome  other 
patients  who  could  give  ocular  proof  of 
their  difeafes.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  a 
German,  who  had  been  confined  to  his  bed 
for  feveral  days  with  an 

ACUTE  RHEUMATISM. 

When  we  faw  him  the  pain  was  chiefly  in 
his  fhoulder,  and  was  fo  confiderable  as  to 
prevent  him  from  railing  his  right  arm  to 

his 


y 
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his  head.  After  drawing  the  Tradtors 
over  this  fhoulder,  and  down  to  the  ends 
of  his  fingers,  for  about  twelve  minutes, 
he  railed  his  arm  over  his  head  without 
giving  him  but  very  little  pain.  Before 
we  left  the  houfe  he  was  fo  much  benefited, 
that  he  put  on  his  coat  without  any  affift- 
ance,  which  he  had  been  unable  to  eftedl 
lince  the  commencement  of  his  illnefs. 

The  next  cafe  was  that  of  a perfon  £- 
verely  aftedted  with  the 

ACUTE  RHEUMATISM 

in  both  fhoulders  and  arms,  the  lead:  mo- 
tion occafioned  very  great  pain.  This  pa- 

* 

tient  was  diftinguifhed  as  a fleady  and  in- 
telligent man,  and  better  educated  than 

✓ 

the  generality  of  fokliers.  His  account  of 
the  effedts  which  he  fhould  perceive  on  the 
application  of  the  Tradtprs,  Mr.  Knight 
very  judicioufly  obferved,  would  be  more 
fatisfadtory  to  him  than  the  declaration  of 
perfons  with  whom  he  had  not  been  pre- 
vioufly  acquainted. 


/ • 


( 24!  ) 

The  Tradtors  were  drawn  over  the  fhoul- 
der  of  this  man,  and  conduced  to  the  ends 
of  his  fingers,  for  about  ten  minutes,  when 
he  remarked  that  the  pain  was  leflened, 
and  on  attempting  to  move  it,  he  found  he 
could  raife  it  over  his  head,  which  he  was 
unable  to  do  before.  The  operation  was 
then  performed  for  the  fame  term  of  time 
on  the  other  arm,  and  the  fame  favourable . 
change  enfued.  He  was  now  able  to  raife 
both  arms  over  his  head,  and  move  them 
with  greater  eafe  in  every  diredlion. 

The  Editor’s  avocations  not  permitting 
him  to  vilit  this  Hofpital  to  repeat  the  ufe 
of  the  Tradlors  on  thefe  two  perfoils,  which, 
to  have  completed  a cure,  fhould  have  been 
done  three  times  in  the  day,  and  continued 
for  three  or  four  days,  there  was  neceffarily, 
on  the  next  day,  a recurrence  of  the  fymp- 
toms. 

The  evidence  of  the  efficacy  of  the 
Tradors,  arifing  even  from  thefe  partial 

R experiments, 
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experiments,  was  fufficiently  conclufive  to 
induce  the  Rev.  Robert  Lowth,  fon  to  the 
late  Bifhop  Lowth,  who  attended  during 
thefe  applications,  to  get  a fet  of  the  ■ 
Tradlors,  for  the  benevolent  purpofe  of  ex- 
tending their  ufeful'nefs  to  the  affiidfed 
poor  in  his  neighbourhood. 

Ever  fcrupulous  that  my  experiments 
might  be  given  with  the  utmoffc  corredfnefs, 
the  above  was  fhewn  to  Mr.  Knight,  who 
authorized  me  to  fay,  that  he  had  examined 
the  flatement,  and  found  it  perfedlly  corredt. 


On  the  3d  of  April  1799,  the  Editor 
was  apprized  by  Luke  Ideson  Efq., 
Clerk  of  the  Veftry  of  the  Parifh  of  St. 
James’s,  &c.  &c.  of  the  defire  of  the  officers 

t 

of  that  parifh,  to  afcertain  the  efficacy  of 
the  Metallic  Tradlors  by  experiment , and 
if  approved  of,  to  provide  their  Poor  Houfe 
with  a fet  of  them.  This  requefi:  was 
5 of 
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of  conrfe  cheerfully  attended  to,  and  he 
accordingly  met  fome  of  the  officers  of 
the  parifh,  viz.  Mi*.  Dawes,  Mr.  Free- 
man, Mr.  Cater,  Mr.  Holme,  and  fome 
others,  at  the  Poor  Houfe,  to  give  the 
Tradtors  a trial.  On  examining  the  lick 
wards,  and  thofe  appropriated  to  infirm 
paupers,  two  rheumatic- cafes  w*ere  ielecled 
as  fubjedls  for  experiment. 

The  firft  of  thefe  was  Charlotte 
Haynes,  30  years  of  age,  who  had  been 
afflidted  for  many  years  with  the 

RHEUMATISM, 

and  which  was  often  fo  violent  in  her 
limbs  as  to  render  her  unable  to  move 
them  without  much  pain ; at  this  time  the 
fhoulder  was  fo  much  affcdled,  that  ihe 
could  not  move  her  arm  behind  her,  or 
raife  it  to  her  head. 


« 
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The  Tra6lors  were  drawn  from  her  fhouh 
der  to  the  extremities  of  her  fingers  for 
about  12  minutes,  when  fhe  was  fo  much 
relieved  as  to  be  able  to  raife  her  arm  over 
her  head,  and  to  move  it  behind  her  with- 
out pain.  She  perceived  a great  de- 
gree of  heat  during  the  application,  and 
which  file  reprefented  as  a burning  fen - 
fation. 

The  next  cafe  was  that  of  Mary  Man- 
ning, 48  years  of  age,'  who  was  alfo  fe- 
verely  affli6ted  with  the 

RHEUMATISM  ; 

her  fhoulder  had  likewife  been  in  violent 
pain  for  feveral  days  ; the  hand,  and  par- 
ticularly the  joints  of  her  fingers,  were 
highly  inflamed  and  fwelled,  but  the  greatefl 
pain  was  in  the  fhoulder  ; fhe  tried  in  our 
prelence  to  raife  up  her  arm,  and  to  move 
it  behind  her  back,  neither  of  which  could 
file  accomplifli.  The  Traflors  were  then 
drawn  over  her  fhoulder  and  downwards,  for 

about 
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about  1 2 minutes,  when  fhe  was  fo  much  re- 
lieved as  to  be  able  to  raife  her  arm  over  her 
head,  and  even  moved  it  far  enough  behind 
to  lace  her  ftays.  The  other  fhoulder  was 
alfo  in  fome  pain,  to  which  we  alfo  applied 
the  Traitors,  and  gave  relief  as  in  the  laft 
inftance.  After  thefe  trials,  the  Editor  was 
invited  to  meet  fome  of  the  fame  gentlemen 
again  to  fee  thefe  patients,  and  make 
further  experiments  in  five  days  after- 
wards. 


On  vifiting  the  Poor  Houfe  at  the  time 
appointed,  the  two  patients  on  whom  the 
Trailors  had  been  ufed  were  ftriitly  exa- 
mined, in  prefence  of  Mr.  Freeman  and 
fome  of  the  other  gentlemen,  who  wit- 
neffed  the  former  experiments.  Char- 
lotte Haynes  had  experienced  fome 
return  of  the  pain,  but  was  Fill  able  to  . 
raife  her  arm,  and  move  it  as  when  we 
left  her  laft.  The  Trailors  were  now 
drawn  over  this  arm  again,  and  the  fame 
fenfation  of  heat  enfued,  after  which  fhe 
was  rendered  eafy. 

R 3 
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The  other  perfon,  Mary  Manning, 
had  had  no  return  of  pain  in  the  (boul- 
der, and  was  {fill  able  to  move  her  arm 
without  inconvenience.  The  hands,  and 
joints  of  her  fingers,  to  which  the  Trac- 
tors had  never  been  applied,  continued 
as  before  tumefied,  inflamed,  and  painful. 
The  Tradlors  were  drawn  over  them  about 
fifteen  minutes  by  the  woman  herfelf,  when 
the  pain  was  relieved  in  thofe  parts.  The 
ftiffhefs  was  alfo  fenfibly  diminifhed.  This 
patient  recovered,  and  has  fince  been  dis- 
charged from  the  houfe. 

The  cafe  of  Elizabeth  Lewis,  22 
* 

years  of  age,  was  now  prefented  to  us. 
This  woman  had  a very 

PAINFUL  INFLAMMATORY  TUMOR 

over  the  whole  exterior  ancle  of  the  right 
foot,  which  had  made  its  appearance  in 
that  place  a fhort  time  after  fhe  had  lain 
in.  Several  external  applications  had 
been  made  to  this  without  luccefs,  and 

from 
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from  its  obftinacy  it  was  apprehended  that 
it  probably  might  be  a Jyphilitic  affection. 
There  was  an  appearance  of  an  ex- 
foliation taking  place.  However,  as  the 
pain  was  excruciating,  and  the  patient 
nearly  exhaufted  in  confequence,  1 was 
willing  to  try  the  effedl  of  the  Tra&ors, 
and  accordingly  direded  them  to  be  drawn 
over  the  parts,  by  one  of  the  nurfes,  about 
half  an  hour.  .The  relief  (he  experienced 
from  their  ufe  was  very  great.  The  throb- 
bing pain  of  which  fhe  at  f ril  complained 
was  totally  removed,  the  fwelling  was 
fenflbly  diminiffied,  and  the  inflammation 
abated.  The  patient  put  her  foot  on  the 
floor  with  very  little  inconvenience,  which 
flie  was  before  unable  to  accomplifh  with- 
out °;reat  torture. 

C* 

It  will  not  he  a matter  of  furprize,  that 
thefe  experiments  were  confldered  fuffici- 
ently  fatisfadory,  to  induce  the  gentlemen 
officers  to  provide  the  Poor  Houfe  with  a 
fet  of  the  Traders. 

R 4 Among 
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Among  others  who  have  lince  been  cured 
by  them,  and  whofe  cafes  I am  authorized 
to  publifh,  is  Mrs.  Elliot,  the  laundrefs. 
This  perfon,  after  fevere  exercife  and  fa- 
tigue, was  attacked  with  a 

VIOLENT  PAIN  IN  THE  FOOT. 

The  parts  fwelled  to  a confiderable  ex- 
tent, and  became  highly  inflamed.  She 
applied  the  Tradlors  herfelf,  and  in  about 
ten  minutes  the  pain  wholly  fubfided,  and 
the  fwelling  and  inflammation  were  in  a 
very  lhort  time  hardly  perceptible.  She 
has  experienced  no  return  of  -the  com- 
plaint. 

Another  cafe  has  occurred  on  the  fame 
perfon,  in  which  the  lingular  efficacy  of 
the  Tradlors  has  been  rendered  extremely 
evident.  Mrs.  Elliot,  has  for  many 
years,  been  fubje6t  to  fudden  and  fevere 
attacks  of  a 

PAIN  IN  THE  STOMACH, 

which  is  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  nature  of 
9 thofe 
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thofe  flying  pains,  which  are  common  in 
gouty  conftitutions.  Her  life  has  often 
been  threatened  from  the  feverity  of  thefe 
attacks.  Being  a few  days  fince  feized 
with  one  of  them,  fhe  immediately  had  re- 
courfe  to  the  Tradtors,  and  after  drawing 
them  over  the  ftomach  for  about  ten  mi- 
nutes, the  pains  were  wholly  removed,  and 
have  not  returned  Alice. 

. 

A cafe  of  Jane  Bond,  fervant  to  the 
matron,  is  alfo  worthy  of  notice.  This 
perfon  had  a very 

INFLAMED  AND  PAINFUL  TUMOR 

a little  above  the  knee.  She  found  great 

O 

relief  of  the  pain,  inflammation,  and  tume- 
fadtion,  from  about  ten  minutes  ufe  of  the 
Tradtors,  and  was  enabled  to  move  the 
joint  with  a degree  of  eafe,  which  was  be- 
fore impradticable. 

The  Tradlors  in  this  houfe  are  diredled 
to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  matron  (a 

perfon 
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•perfon  of  excellent  fenfe,  and  well  inflrucf- 
ed  on  medical  fubje&s)  who  holds  them 
in  readinefs  to  be  ufed  whenever  occafion 
offers. 

The  above  ftatement  was  fhewn  to  the 
gentlemen  overfeers,  who  gave  permiffion 
to  have  it  publifhed,  and  authorized  a refe- 
rence to  the  Matron  of  the  Poor  Houfe  for 
a confirmation  of  its  corredfnefs. 


The  reader  is  now  competent  to  judge 
how  far  thefe  experiments,  upon  a fair 
flatement,  may  tend  to  prove  the  inefficacy 
of  the  Metallic  Pradfice.  Many  of  the 
cafes,  and  home  other  circumffances  adduc- 
ed, it  will  no  doubt  be  obferved,  bear  fo 
little  reference  to  the  point  in  queftion, 
that  any  notice  of  them  was  unneceffary. 
As  fuch  the  Editor  would  have  regarded 
them,  and  in  confequence  palled  them  over 
in  filence,  had  he  not  been  taught  to  know 
that  the  clamours  of  intcref , ignorance , and 

prejudice , 
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prejudice , which  have  ever  been  exerted 
againft  important  innovations,  were  not 
unemployed  on  the  fubjedt  of  many  of  thefe 
experiments.  Several  of  the  foregoing  ex- 
periments, from  motives  the  mod:  bafe  and 
dishonourable,  have  been  mifreprefented 
and  tortured  into  every  Shape  to  dilcredit 
the  Metallic  Pradlice.  It  has  been  the 
Editor’s  utmoft  care,  that  the  facts  be  Slated 
in  as  plain  and  impartial  a manner  as  pof- 
Sible.  If  on  enquiry  they  prove  otherwile, 
there  are  thofe  who  will  gladly  grafp  at  the 
opportunity  of  corredling  them,  and  giving 
them  a differefit  complexion. 

It  is  hoped  the  reader  has  not  been  led 
to  fuppofe,  after  what  has  been  repeatedly 
fuggefted,  that  thefe  experiments  in  public 
places  have  been  adduced  and  offered  to 
the  public,  as  the  mod  conclusive  proof 
which  could  be  advanced  in  favour  of  the 
Metallic  Pradlice,  or  that  they  conditute 
even  a confiderable  proportion  of  the  cures 
which  have  been  performed. 


In 
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In  private  practice,  where  the  applica- 
tions are  made  under  proper  advantages  for 
fair  trials , the  refults  have  been  almoft  uni- 
verfally  fuccefsful.  But  to  give  publicity 
to  thefe,  and  thereby  expofe  the  names  of 
patients,  for  very  obvious  reafons  would 
have  been  highly  improper.  The  nume- 
rous families  of  the  Nobility  and  others, 
whom  the  Editor  has  had  the  honour  of 
attending,  and  by  whom  the  Tradtors  are 
* owned,  are  competent  to  ipeak  on  their 
merits;  and  as  thofe  characters  are  in  num- 
ber too  confiderable,  and  for  philanthropy 
too  diftinguifhed  to  withhold  through  con- 
verfation,  and  the  various  other  channels  of 
communication,  the  benefit  they  have  de- 
rived, the  neceffity  of  publifhing  them  is 
in  part  fuperfeded. 
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COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  AMERICA. 

As  the  objedl  of  the  prefent  work  was 
in  fome  meafure  to  continue  the  hiftory 
of  the  Metallic  Pradlice,  it  perhaps  will 
be  expedted  that  fomething  fhould  be  faid 
of  its  progrefs  in  America. 

Of  the  origin  of  the  difcovery,  and  of 

the  introdudlion  of  the  Metallic  Trac- 

* 

tors  to  the  public,  the  Editor  in  his  former 
Tradt  [fee  Influence  of  Metallic 
Tractors,]  has  already  treated  at  fuf- 
ficient  length.  Since  the  date  of  that  work, 
from  a correfpondence  in  various  parts  of 
the  United  States,  accounts  of  the  increaf- 
ing  reputation  of  the  difcovery  have  been 
uniformly  received.  It  would  be  improper 
to  fwell  the  prefent  work  with  details 
of  further  teftimonies  or  publications  from 
that  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  when  a fufficient 
number  *:ould  be  procured  in  this  country, 
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which  to  an  Englilh  reader  mufl  be  more 
fatisfadtory,  to  compofe  a moderate  folio. 

I hope,  however,  to  be  excufed  for  taking 
fome  notice  of  a very  recent  report  of  a 
gentleman,  \yhich  will  afford  much  fatis- 
fadtion  to  thofe  who  have  a knowledge  of 
his  charadler.  The  perfon  referred  to  is 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Homer,  of  Newtown,  Maf- 
fachufetts,  a gentleman  of  fliperior  fcience, 
and  equally  diftinguifhed  as  a philosopher 
and  divine.  Mr.  Homer  has  been  in  pof- 
fefiion  of  a fet  of  the  Tractors  nearly  three 
years,  which  was  about  the  time  the  difco- 
very  was  fil'd;  announced  to  the  public.  Being 
refolved  on  giving  the  Pradtice  a fair  trial, 
he  determined  on  receiving  no  recompence 
for  his  trouble  in  attending  on  patients,  and 
by  this  means  had  very  numerous  opportu- 
nities for  trying  the  merits  of  the  Tradlors. 
He  begins  by  acknowledging  his  obli- 
gations to  Dr.  Robinson  for  his  affiftance 
in  profecuting  his  experiments,  and  then 
proceeds  to  give  a particular  account  of  24 

calcs* 


( 255  ) 

I 

cafes,  which  afforded  pojitive  evidence  of  an 
action  of  the  Tra&ors  independent  of  the 
powers  of  imagination.  In  many  of  thefe 
there  was  obferved  a fenfible  change  in  the 
appearances  of  the  parts  affedled,  when  the 
Tradtors  were  ufed,  and  in  others  the  com-  . 
plaints  were  of  a nature  which  precluded 
the  poflibility  of  the  mind  having  produced 
the  effects  that  were  obfervable  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Tradlors.  The  difeafes  in 
which  he  was  moft  fuccefsful,  confifted 
chiefly  of  rheumatic  and  gouty  af- 
fections, pleurisies,  and  cutaneous 
eruptions.  Among  other  cafes  is  men- 
tioned an  application  on  “ a child  of  the 
Honourable  Elbridge  Gerry  (one  of  the 
late  Envoys  Extraordinary  from  the  United 
States  to  France)  18  months  old,  who 
had  fome  complaint  in  the  leg,  which  ren- 
dered her  unable  to  move  it.  The  lee  was 
exceedingly  painful  when  in  bed.  Ever 
fince  the  ufe  of  the  Tradlors  the  child  has 
been  able  to  move  the  leg  with  eafe,  and 
has  complained  of  no  pain.” 
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Among  other  complaints  he  fays,  “ Ge~ 
ileral  Jackson  applied  to  me  in  great  dif- 
trefs  from  the  gout  in  his  hand,  which 
was  removed,  and  has  never  returned.” 

The  cafes  in  which  Mr.  Homer  failed 
in  giving  relief,  are  of  the  fame  nature  as 
thofe  which  have  been  obferved  by  all 
others  who  have  had  much  experience  in 
the  Metallic  Pra£tice,  and  as  have  been 
pointed  out  in  many  of  the  preceding 
pages.  He  fays,  he  “ has  obferved  great  ad- 
vantages from  continuing  each  application 
a much  longer  time,  and  repeating  them 
more  frequently,  than  has  been  generally 
pra£tifed,  and,  he  believes,  many  perfons 
have  failed  in  effecting  cures  in  confe- 
quence  of  not  perfevering  fufficiently.” 

From  Mr.  Homer’s  extenlive  luccefs  with 
theTra6lors,it  will  not  appear  extraordinary 
that  he  fhould  draw  conclufions  very  fa- 
vourable to  the  credit  of  the  difcovery.  He 
obferves,  “ that  hardly  any  confideration 
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€C  would  induce  him  to  be  without  a fet  of 
“ them  in  his  family*” 

The  Editor  hopes  to  be  further  indulged 
in  noticing  an  extradl  of  a letter,  dated  Bof- 
ton,  New  England,  Feb.  8th,  1799,  from 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Stillman  of  that 
place,  Fellow  of  Rhode  Ifland  College,  &c. 
&c.  to  his  literary  friend  and  correlpondent 
the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Rippon,  of  Grange 
Road,  Borough,  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  liberty  of  making  it  public.  Much  of 
the  letter  relating  to  fubje£h  foreign  from 
that  before  us,  We  fhall  only  notice  his  re- 
marks reipe&ing  the  Metallic  Pradlice ; 
which  are  as  follow  : 

\ 

“ The  Metallic  Tradlors,  invented  by 
Dr.  Perkins,  have  already  proved  an  im- 
portant bleffing  to  mankind.  I have  not 
time  to  inform  you  of  the  furprifing  cures 
I have  wrought  with  them,  in  cafes  of 
Rheumatism,  Govt,  Contractions, 
Pains  in  the  Head,  Eyes,  Face,  &c. 
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but  be  allured  they  are  many.  Mr.  Per* 
kins’s  relidehce  in  London,  will  no  doubt 
induce  you  to  embrace  the  opportunity 
of  giving  the  fubjedfc  the  attention  it  me* 
fits.” 

The  literary  reader  will  not  need  to  be 
informed  refpedting  the  worthy  character 
who  writes  this  letter  ; his  excellent  fer- 
mons,  and  other  writings,  render  him 
well  known  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own 
country. 

It  would  be  ungrateful  in  the  Editor  not 
to  return  his  acknowledgements  to  Dr. 
Rippon,  for  the  philofopher-like  candor 
wdth  which  he  has  treated  the  Metallic 
Practice,  and  expreffed  his  convidlion  of 
its  efficacy,  fince  he  has  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  witneffing  its  effedls,  in  giving  relief 
to  a man  feverely  afflidted  with  the  acute 
rheumatism  in  the  hand  and  foot. 
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PART  III. 


EXPERIMENTS  ON  ANIMALS. 

T h e falutary  effefls  of  the  Tradlors  on 
the  human  fubjedl,  mud:  naturally  fug- 
ged:, to  refle6ling  minds,  the  probability 
of  their  being  alfo  ufeful  in  many  difeafes 
of  the  brute  creation. 

In  America,  where  this  difcovery  ori- 
ginated, the  experiments  on  animals  were 
not  fo  numerous  as  perhaps  might  be  ex- 
pedled,  from  the  controverfy  which  was 
there  maintained  by  its  advocates  and  op- 
ponents. Dr.  Perkins,  from  the  time 
he  fird:  announced  the  difcovery,  has  been 
conftantly  employed  in  the  Praftice  on  the 
human  fubjeft,  and,  excepting  in  a few 
accidental  cafes,  he  had  no  leifure  or  op- 
portunity to  give  experiments  on  animals 
the  attention  they  merited.  The  few  trials, 
however,  that  were  made  on  that  fide  of 
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the  Atlantic  in  fome  topical  complaints  of 
horfes,  attended  with  pain  and  inflamma- 
tion, were  in  moft  inftances  completely 
fuccefsful.  Sprains  and  Contusions  were 
cured  in  a very  fhort  time  by  the  Metallic 
Pradflice, 

The  fmall,  but  very  painful  tumours, 
which  often  arife  under  the  faddle,  vul- 
garly called  saddle  boils,  were  alfo  very 
readily  removed  by  this  application.  One 
cafe  of 

A SPRAIN  IN  THE  PASTERN, 

which  came  under  my  own  obfervation  in 
America,  is  too  important  to  be  omitted. 
An  horfe,  by  fome  accident  in  the  hall,  re- 
ceived a fevere  fprain  in  the  paftern  joint, 
which  rendered  him  extremely  lame. 
From  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  hoof  on  that 
foot,  and  the  peculiar  actions  of  the  animal, 
he  was  fuppofed  to  be  in  great  pain. 

I began  by  drawing  theTradlors  from  about 
live  inches  above  the  paftern,  and  conducing 

them 
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them  down  to  the  hoof,  taking  care  to  bear 
on  the  points  of  the  Tradlors  fufficiently  to 
keep  them  continually  in  contact  with  the 
fkin.  In  a few  minutes  the  hot  hoof  was 
reduced  to  about  the  fame  temperature  as 
the  other.  From  being  fcarcely  able  to 
put  his  foot  to  the  ground,  he  became  fo 
much  better,  from  the  ufe  of  the  Tradlors, 
that  in  about  twelve  minutes  a gentleman 
mounted  him  and  rode  him  away,  fcarcely 
perceiving  his  lamenefs. 

The  numerous  avocations  necefiarily 
attached  to  my  other  practice  lince  my  refi- 
dence  in  this  country,  have  totally  pre- 
cluded the  poflibility  of  doing  juftice  to  any 
experiments  on  animals,  and  in  confequence 
I have  not  attempted  them  ; for  the  fame 
reafon  I have  not  been  able  perfonally  to 
comply  with  an  invitation  from  the  inge- 
nious Mr.  Moor  croft,  furgeon  of  the 
Veterinary  Hofpital,  to  ufe  the  Tradtors 
in  that  place,  though,  very  contrary  to  my 
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wifhes.  A few  other  gentlemen,  however, 
more  at  leifure,  have  tried  the  Tradtors  in 
feveral  cafes.  Thefe  experiments  they  were 
the  more  readily  induced  to  make,  from  a 
wifh  to  afcertain  the  validity  of  a hacknied 
argument,  which  the  enemies  to  the  Metal- 
lic Pradlice,  with  more  zeal  than  difcretion, 
have  urged  againft  it,  viz.  that  many  of  the 
cures  afcribed  to  the  influence  of  the  Trac- 
tors, could  be  effedled  by  the  imagination. 
The  relieving  of  a horle  it  lhould  feem 
would  he  concluflve  on  this  head,  unlels 
thefe  ingenious  fceptics  can  alfo  prove 
that  that  quadruped  poflefles,  in  common 
with  mankind,  an  equal  brilliancy  of  ima- 
gination, that  his  intellectual  endowments  are 
not  inferior  to  our  own,  and  that  the 
anima  rationalise  hitherto  confidered  as  one 

i 

of  the  diftinguifhing  attributes  of  man,  is 

alfo  equally  apparent  in  the  brute. 

/ » 

Some  of  the  following  pages  /hall  be 
appropriated  to  fuch  experiments  as  have 
been  communicated. 
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In  Mr.  Langworthy’s  Tract,  which 

t 

we  have  already  had  occafion  to  notice,  we 

j 7 

have  fome  obfervations  on  this  fubject, 
and  an  account  of  one  experiment  at 
Bath,  which  he  introduces  as  follows : 

" • i 

. . , y.  -+■* 

“ From  the  morbid  afFe6tions  to  which 
man  is  by  nature  liable,  the  tranfition  is 
natural  in  the  eyes  of  the  philofopher  to 
fuch  animals  as  contribute  to  the  ufe  and 
comfort  of  fociety.  No  one  can  doubt  of 
the  excellence  in  this  refpect  of  that  noble 
animal  the  horfe.  If  a more  rational  and 
methodical  treatment  of  this  quadruped  has 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  fir  ft  characters 
of  the  nation,  who  have  lately  patronifed 
an  hofpital  eftablifhment  at  Somers  Town, 
near  London,  is  it  not  natural,  by  fair  in- 
duction, to  endeavour  to  afcertain  how  far 
this  animal  can  be  affected  by  our  Metallic 
Powers.  The.  following  inftance  will 
probably  appear  to  deferve  the  attention  of 
many. 

/ • 
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“ A HORSE  of  N.  A.  Vigors,  Efquire, 
of  St.  James’s  Square,  Bath,  in  landing  from 
one  of  the' Holyhead  packets,  fome  months 
fince,  received  from  the  pully-ropes 

AN  INJURY  IN  HIS  GAMBRIL, 

which  produced  a great  degree  of  fwelling, 
extending  from  that  part  down  to  the  paf- 
tern,  and  up  to  his  belly.  This  fwelling 
took  place  notwithftanding  he  wasputunder 
the  care  of  fkilful  farriers  in  Bath,  who  ap- 
plied various  ointments  without  any  effedl. 
At  length  Mr.  Vigors  purcnafed  a fet  of  the 
Tradtors,  and  immediately  applied  them, 
in  the  prefence  of  many  fpedlators,  who,  in 
a few  minutes,  expreffed  their  furprife  on 
feeing;  the  fuelling  abate.  The  Tradlors 
were  ufed  five  times  only,  when  the  fwel- 
ling was  entirely  removed.  He  has  con- 
tinued well  ever  fince,  and  has  performed 
his  regular  hunting;.  It  is  now  fix  weeks 
fince  the  Tradtors  were  firft  applied,” 

The 
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The  following  ffatement,  which  the 
Editor  has  received  from  a charadler  of 
great  refpe&ability,  will  be  very  fatisfac- 
tory  to  thofe  who  have  the  honour  of  his 
acquaintance.  The  gentleman  alluded  to, 
is  John  Dickenson,  Efq;  of  Leighton 
Houfe,  Leighton  Buzzard,  Bedfordfhire, 

SEVERE  CONTUSIONS. 

“ A hunter  of  mine  was  difcovered  one 
morning,  about  the  middle  of  September 
laft,  to  have  broken  one  of  the  reins  be- 
longing to  her  halter.  She  was  much 
bruifed  about  the  head.  Iji  many  places 
the  hair  was  rubbed  off,  her  hocks  were 
much  fwoln,  and  fhe  was  very  ftiff  and 
lame.  It  was  concluded,  that  in  rubbing 
her  head  with  her  hind-foot  one  of  the 
reins  had  been  caught,  fo  as  to  draw  her 
legs  together  ; that  from  the  natural  exer- 
tions of  the  animal  to  liberate  herfelf,  the 
rein,  which  was  new  and  ffrong,  broke, 

and 
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and  that  in  confequence  the  fell  with  great 
violence  againft  the  pillar  of  the  flail,  by 
which  the  hocks,  and  the  mul'cles  on  one 
fide  leading  to  the  back  (which  perhaps  I 
do  not  defcribe  fcientifically)  were  feverely 
bruifed. 

<£  I applied  fpirits  of  wine  and  Goulard, 
equal  parts,  without  any  apparent  effedh 
In  three  days  there  appeared  two  large 
fwellings,  one  above  the  hip-bone  near  the 
tail,  and  the  other  upon  the  rump,  each  as 
large  as  my  two  hands,  and  fo  hard  as  not 
to  yield  to  prefiure.  I applied  the  fame 
mixture  again,  and  hot  fomentations,  with- 
out any  effedl.  The  next  clay  another 
fwelling,  equal  in  fize  to  thole  before  men- 
tioned, arofe  on  the  Hide,  which  was  alio 
much  inflamed  and  fwoln.  The  mare 
feemed  to  have  fo  conflderable  a degree  of 
fever,  and  heaved  fo  violently  in  the  flanks, 
that  it  was  fuppofed  flie  would  die.  We 
then  tried  bleeding,  from  which  flie  was 
fomewhat  relieved,  but  we  could  not  ob- 
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ferve  that  the  fwellings  were  at  all  abated 
on  the  following  day. 

“ Having;  witnefled  the  good  effedls  of 

O O 

the  Tradtors  on  the  human  body  in  cafes 
of  inflammation,  I determined  to  try  them 
on  this  animal.  They  were  accordingly 
applied  to  the  difeafed  parts,  and  drawn  to 
the  extremities  ; in  the  courfe  of  twenty- 
four  hours  we  obferved  a very  great  reduc- 
tion of  the  fwellings.  On  the  fecond  day,  I 
attended  the  operations  myfelf  twenty  mi- 
nutes, during  which  time,  I could  perceive 
the  fwellings  fubfide,  and  the  parts  became 
cooler.  My  groom,  as  may  naturally  be 
fuppofed,  had  but  little  faith  in  the  efficacy 
of  two  fmall  pieces  of  pointed  metals,  ne- 
verthelefs  he  expreffed  his  furprize  and 
conviction  of  the  cure  that  was  gradually 
performing  by  the  TraCtors. 

“ After  continuing  their  ufe  three  times 
a day  for  four  days,  the  fwellings  were  en- 
tirely reduced,  and  in  the  place  where  the 
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largeft  was,  above  the  hip-bone,  there  ap- 
peared a lots  of  flefh  nearly  equal  to  the 
former  extension.  In  a fortnight  this  be- 
gan to  fill  up,  and  in  three  weeks  after  the 
accident  happened,  the  mare  performed  a 
journey  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in 
four  days,  and  has  been  perfedly  well  ever 
fince. 

44  It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  from 
the  time  the  Traders  were  firft  uled,  all 
other  remedies  were  laid  afide. 

44  JOHN  DICKENSON.” 

Leighton  Ho ufe; 

1 8th  November  1798. 

Since  the  date  of  the  above  report,  Mr. 
Dickenson  has  informed  the  Editor  of 
two  other  cures  performed  by  the  Tradors 
on  his  horfes ; but  not  having  received  from 
him  a written  account  of  thefe  cafes,  the 
reader  muft  be  contented  with  the  brief 
mention  which  is  made  of  them  in  the 
following  communication. 
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I. 


Mr.  Grant,  whofe  experiments  on  the 
human  body  the  reader  may  already  have 
had  occafion  to  notice,  has  alfo  made  feve- 
ral  trials  on  animals,  the  refult  of  which 
he  has  obligingly  communicated  to  the 
Editor.  The  experiments  of  this  gentle- 
man having  been  made  with  much  judg- 
ment and  accuracy  of  obfervation,  his  re- 
ports are  rendered  particularly  interefting. 


The  following  is  an  extradl  of  a letter, 
dated 


" 4th  Month  20th,  1799; 

. 1 

<c  Refpedted  Friend, 

“ In  a former  letter,  I intimated  my  in- 
tention of  communicating  to  thee  the  refult 
of  fome  experiments  on  animals,  which 
have  fallen  under  my  own  obfervation.  I 
have  now  an  additional  inducement  for 
executing  my  promife,  from  a convidtion 
arifing  from  the  beft  of  evidence,  that,  on  a 
proper  trial,  this  Metallic  Practice  will  be 

found 
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found  of  extenfive  utility,  to  dealers  and 
thofe  who  have  an  intereft  in  cattle. 

“ My  £rft  trial  among  my  own  horfes 
was  for 

, ' ( 

AN  AFFECTION  IN  THE  EYES 

in  a three  years  old  colt.  The  near  eye 
appeared  to  be  failing  very  rapidly  ; indeed 
I apprehended  it  had  already  advanced  to 
that  ftate  from  which  it  could  never  be  re- 
claimed. I drew  the  Tradlors  along  on 
the  edge  of  the  eye-lids  down  the  cheek  for 
twenty  minutes.  The  efFedl  aftonifhed  me. 
The  inflammation  abated.  A film,  which 
covered  nearly  the  whole  eye,  was  in  the 
courfe  of  a few  days  removed,  and  the  eye 
became  clear.  Not  long  after  this  the 
other  eye  failed.  The  Tra&ors  were  ap- 
plied as  before,  and  with  the  lame  fuccefs. 

\ *t  J • ' , 

“ There  is  a natural  defedl  in  the  eyes 
of  this  animal,  which  no  remedy  will  re- 
move, and  which  may  eventually  terminate 

in 
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in  blindnefs.  It  is  now  three  months  finee 
thefe  applications  were  made,  and  the  eye 
yet  remains  good.  The  effe6l  produced  in 
this  cafe  is  certainly  worthy  of  notice.  If 
the  ufe  of  fo  important  an  organ  as  the 
eye  of  a valuable  animal,  can  be  prolonged 
for  only  one  year  by  fo  eafy  a remedy,  it 
is  furely  worth  our  trial.” 

A WOUND  IN  THE  EYE  FROM  A BLOW. 

<£  One  of  my  waggon  horfes  had  a ftroke 
in  the  eye  with  the  lafh  of  a waggon  whip, 
I at  firft  apprehended  the  eye  was  loft. 
This  however  appearing  not  to  be  the  fa£I, 
we  drew  the  Tra£tors  around  it,  as  in  the 
former  cafe,  and  with  only  two  operations 
the  horfe  was  cured.” 

* * ' M r 

“ A gentleman  of  this  town  had  the 
Tra&ors  tried  on  one  of  his  horfes,  which 
was  very  lame  from  a 

/• 

SPRAIN  IN  THE  BACK  SINEWS, 

After  ufing  them  three  or  four  times,  and 

devoting 
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devoting  about  thirty  minutes  to  each  ope* 
ration,  a perfeCl  cure  was  effe&ed.” 

A PUNCTURED  TENDON. 

€t  Another  horfe  belonging  to  the  fame 
perfon,  received  a wound  in  a tendon,  from 
a thorn  running  into  it,  which  occafioned 
much  inflammation,  pain,  and  lamenefs. 
This  was  alfo  cured  by  the  application  of 
the  TraCtors.” 

C£  I have  witnefled  the  good  effe&s  of  the 
Metallic  PraClice  in  feveral  other  cafes, 
where  partial  inflammations  had  fallen  on 
various  parts  of  the  body  of  horfes,  parti- 
cularly the  legs,  thighs,  &c.  occafioned 
either  by  improper  feeding  or  want  of  ex- 
ercife,  and  termed  by  farriers,  ££  humours 
I have  feen  inflammations  abated,  and  tu- 
mours reduced  fo  effectually  in  thefe  cafes, 
by  drawing  the  TraClors  over  the  inflamed 
and  fwelled  parts,  as  to  fuperfede  the  necel- 
flty  of  fomentations,  embrocations,  &c.  &c. 
the  ufual  remedies  on  fuch  occafions. 

2 , Should 
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Should  the  horfe  be  of  a full  habit,  I would 

• \ 

not  omit  bleeding:*  I have  further  noticed 
their  good  effedis,  when  applied  near  the 
iides  of  wounds.  The  foul  appearances  I 
have  obferved  to  become  changed,  and  a 
dilpofition  to  heal  facilitated.  I could  re- 
late a variety  of  thefe  cafes  from  my  own 
minutes,  and  corroborate  them  with  fimi- 
lar  ones  obferved  by  my  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. 


“ My  principal  objedl  in  furhiffiing  thee 
with  thefe  particulars  is,  that  a remedy  fo 
innocent  in  its ' operation,  fo  convenient, 
and  which  my  experiments  authorize  me 
to  fay  fo  efficacious,  might  be  more  gene- 
rally known,  and  that,  others  might  only 
make  the  trials  and  judge  for  themfelves. 
So  fully  am  I convinced,  from  what  I have 
witneffed,  of  the  preference  they  claim,  as 
a remedy  for  recent  fprains,  contusions,  in- 
flammations, &c.  to  the  means  which  are 
ufually  employed  in  thofe  cafes,  that  I have 
no  helitation  in  recommending  them,  firmly 
believing  they  will  be  found  to  anlwer  our 

T •<  molt 
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tnofl:  fanguine  expe&ations,  provided  they 
are  applied  with  judgment  and  perfever- 
ance.  The  fimplicity  of  the  application 
has  often  induced  me  to  place  them  in  the 
hands  of  a ruftic  lad,  who,  I have  found, 
can  ufe  them  as  advantageoufly  as  myfelf. 

44  I am  forry  I cannot  inform  thee,  that 
equal  fuccefs  has  attended  my  experiments 
on  fome  other  animals,  on  which  I have 

. tried  them.  For  feveral  difeafes  of  sheep 

• * * 

I have  applied  them  without  any  effect. 
In  the  complaint  termed  by  the  ffiepherds 
the  joint  Gvil^  I have  never  been  able  to  ob- 
ferve  the  leaf!:  advantage  from  the  ufe  of 
the  Traftors,  In  two  or  three  cafes  how- 
ever of  inflammation  of  the  udder,  we  have 
obferved  a diminution  of  the  inflammation 
from  their  ufe.  The  inefficacy  of  the 
Tradlors  upon  ffieep,  was  at  flrfl:  a matter 
of  much  furprize  with  me.  It  feemed  very 
extraordinary,  that  a remedy,  whofe  effects 
in  the  difeafes  of  the  human  fpecies  and  the 
horfe  are  capable  of  being  made  fo  ex- 
tremely evident,  ffiould  not  alio  have  the 
4 r±'  fame 
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fame  influence  in  the  difeafes  of  fheep, 
more  efpecially  as  it  is  found  in  the  Gal- 
vanic experiments,  that  all  animals  are  fub- 
jedtto  the  influence  of  metals  when  applied 
to  their  denuded  nerves  and  mufcles.  But 
after  reflecting  much  on  this  fubject,  the 
caufe  of  this  difference  has  at  length  oc- 
curred  to  me.  Provident  nature  has  very 
bountifully  fupplied  the  body  of  the  fheep 
with  an  unctuous  and  oily  fluid,  doubtlefs  to 
promote  the  rapid  growth  of  the  wool,  and 
defend  it  from  the  wet.  This  animal, 
jufrly  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  valuable  in 
the  world,  is  yearly  robbed  of  its  wool, 
and  as  the  fecond  growth  of  this  covering- 
• is  fupported  by  the  oily  matter,  a greater 
quantity  becomes  neceffary  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Now  we  find  from  experience,  that 
all  unctuous  bodies  refit:  the  Metallic  In- 
fluence, Even  pomatum  applied  to  the 
hair,  it  is  well  afcertained,  prevents  the 
Tractors  from  relieving  pains  in  that  part 
of  the  head  over  which  the  pomatum 
is  ufed  : we  therefore  can  eafily  conceive 
that  the  body  of  the  fheep,  which  is  con* 

T 2 ftantly 
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ftantly  clothed  with  this  oily  matter,  cannot 
be  a6ted  upon  by  the  Tradtors.  In  the 
inflammation  of  the  udder  of  a fheep,  where 
this  fluid  is  not  fo  abundant,  the  Metallic 
Practice  we  And  was  thought  to  be  of  ufe,  by 
abating  the  inflammation,  and  this  I appre- 
hend would  have  taken  place  more  effedhially 
had  the  udder  been  previoufly  wafhed  with 
warm  water,  and  wiped  clean,  a practice 
which  I would  recommend  previous  to  all 
operations  with  the  Tradlors.  In  many 
cafes  I have  found  the  perfpirable  matter 
iffuing  from  bodies,  prevent  any  effedt  from 
the  Metallic  application,  and  on  removing 
that  obftacle,  relief  would  be  immediately 
obtained. 

' 1 • ‘ 

“ How-  far  thefe  fadis  coincide  with  thole  v 

, \ 

which  have  been  noticed  by  other  perfons, 
who  have  given  the  Tradtors  an  extenfive 
trial,  thou  wilt  be  heft  enabled  to  judge. 
As  my  remarks  are  the  refult  of  conliderable 
experience,  and  pretty  attentive  obfervation, 

I have  no  objection  to  their,  being  made 
public,  if  thou  thinkefl  they  may  be  of 

ufe, 
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ufe,  by  inducing  others  to  make  fimilar 
trials,  and  thereby  enable  them  to  judge  for 
themfelves. 

“ With  my  bed  wifhes  for  a continuance 
of  thy  fuccefs,  in  alleviating  the  fufferings 
of  humanity,  I remain  thy  affined  friend, 

“ John  Grant.” 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Grant’s 
communication  of  his  experiments  on  ani- 
mals, it  was  the  Editor’s  intention  to  have 
made  particular  mention  of  the  inefficacy 
of  the  Tractors  on  sheep,  and  to  have  a f- 
li  o;ned  the  fame  reafons  which  Mr.  G.  has 
adduced,  but  his  obfervations  totally  pre- 
clude the  neceffi ty  of  enlarging  further  on 
that  fubjedt  at  prefent ; it  may  however  be 
proper  merely  to  add,  that  other  ingenious 
and  obferving  perfons,  who  have  tried  the 
Tradtors  on  Sheep,  have  reprelented  that 
their  fuccefs  has  not  been  fo  great  on  that 
animal  as  on  horfes,  whofe  bodies  are 
dryer,  and  lei's  liable  to  be  covered  with 
undhious  matter. 
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Mr.  Thomas  Keen  of  Warwick-ffreet, 
London,  who  has  alfo  made  trial  of  the 

A 

T radtors  on  his  horfes,  has  favoured  the 
Editor  with  the  refults,  as  follows  : — 

London,  7th  Mo.  24th,  gg. 

“ Efteemed  Friend  * 

7 t 

<e  I can  have  no  objection  to  thy  publifh- 
ing  my  experiments  with  the  Tradtors  on 
horfes,  if  it  can  afford  thee  or  the  public 
any  advantage.  My  firft  trial  was  upon  an 
aged  horfe,  that  for  many  years  had  been 
fubjedt  to 

• 1 

SEVERE  INFLAMMATIONS  ABOUT  HIS 
ANKLES  AND  FEEL 

1 ' ^ ‘ 

u The  Tradtors  were  ufed,  when  the 
parts  were  in  a high  ftateof  difeafe,  the  whole 
furface,  from  fome  inches  above  the  hoof, 
being  extremely  inflamed  and  tender,  and 
there  was  very  evidently  produced  a con- 
fiderable  abatement  of  the  inflammation. 

This 
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This  relief  was  given,  notwithftanding  the 
weather,  at  the  time  when  the  application 
was  made,  was  extremely  cold,  and  of 

v 4 

conrfe  very  unfavourable  to  the  complaint. 
Being  obliged  to  fend  this  horfe  into  the 
country,  I had  not  an  opportunity  of  con- 
tinuing the  pradlice,  and  effedting  the  cure. 

* ■ i - " 

“ But  the  cafe  which  afforded  the  moft 
decifive  evidence,  occurred  in  a waggon- 
horfe,  that  received  a 

VERY  SEVERE  CONTUSION 

in  the  lower  part  of  his  Sternum , or  his 
breafl-bone,  from  a fall.  The  parts  became 
highly  tumefied,  and  the  animal  in  confe- 
quence  extremely  lame.  A farrier  was 
employed,  who  made  ufe  of  feveral  reme- 
dies, but  without  any  redudfion  of  the 

tumefadtion  or  lamenefs.  In  this  ftate  of 

✓ 

the  complaint,  the  Tradtors  were  had  re- 
courfe  to,  and  after  cleanfing  the  parts 
from  the  oily  and  greafy  fubftances,  which 

T 4 . had 
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had  been  ufed,  they  were  drawn  over  the 
fwelling,  and  extended  down  the  arm  of 
the  leg.  The  effedhof  their  application  were 
very  foon  perceived,  both  by  the  removal 

of  a great  part  of  his  lamenefs,  and  by  the 

* 

reduction  of  the  tumor.  As  the  ufe  of  the 
Tradiors  was  repeated,  the  horfe  continu- 
ally derived  benefit.  Matter  being  already 
formed,  when  they  were  firft  applied, 
the  tumefadEon  could  not  be  entirely 
difperled,  until  this  was  difeharged.  The 
horfe  has  been  in  perfedt  health  ever  flnce. 
We  think  we  can  obferve  a little  ftiffnefs  in 
the  leg  which  was  lame,  but  this  is  not  fo 
confiderable  as  to  injure  the  animal,  and 
indeed  it  is  hardly  perceptible, 

u The  fiiccefs  of  the  Tradiors  in  thefe 
cafes,  has  induced  me  to  commence  a courfe 
of  experiments  on  a valuable  horfe  of  mine, 
in  danger  of  lofing  both  his  eyes  from  great 
inflammation  and  weaknefs.  The  coirw 
plaint  had  been  coming  on  for  a long  time, 
tmd  the  eyes  were  already  nearly  loft.  As  I 

have 


have  juft  began,  I cannot  yet  inform  thee  of 
the  refult,  but  I have  a.pleafure  in  faying, 
the  profpedts  are  favourable.  The  eye 
upon  which  I have  applied  them  moft  is 
evidently  amended,” 


The  Editor  has  been  made  acquainted 
with  feveral  other  trials  of  the  Tradlors  on 
horfes,  which  have  been  attended  with 
equal  fuccefs  to  thofe  already  cited  ; but  as 
Written  ftatements  of  thefe  have  not  been 
communicated  for  publication,  he  cannot 
take  the  liberty  of  detailing  them. 

One  cafe  in  particular  of 

/ 

AN  ENLARGEMENT  AND  LAMENESS  IN 

THE  KNEE 

of  a horfe,  in  the  pofteff  on  of  an  Honour-* 
able  Baronet,  is  very  important,  and  he 
regrets  that  the  abfence  of  the  owner, 
who  performed  the  cure  himfelf,  de- 
prives him  of  the  opportunity  of  prefen t- 
ing  his  fjatement  to  the  public.  This 

lameriefs 
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lamenefs  and  enlargement  had  been  of  fix 
months  duration,  and  was  cured  in  four 

r * 

days  by  the  frequent  ufe  of  the  Tradtors. 

\ ^ .*  - ' . J 

> 1 * 

As  far  as  the  experiments  have  gone,  I 
am  authorized  in  declaring,  that  the  Metallic 
application  has  proved  equally  efficacious  on 
borles  as  on  the  human  body.  Thofe,  who 
may  be  diipofed  to  extend  the  benefit  of  the 
Tradlors  to  the  brute  creation,  will  un- 
doubtedly fee  the  propriety  of  -dilcriminat- 
ing  between  difeafes  which  are  proper  for 
the  Metallic  Practice,  and  thofe  which  are 
of  a different  defcription.  On  this  head,  the 
operator  will  be  bed;  inftrudted  by  attend- 
ing to  what  has  already  been  faid  on  the 
difeafes  of  the  human  body.  Such  as  cor- 
relfpond  with  thefe  may  expedt  limilar 
effedts. 

Thofe  complaints  that  arife,  as  it  were, 
from  an  hereditary  difpofition,  as  is  the  fadt 
in  fome  horfes,  it  is  hardly  necefiary  to  re- 
mark, will  not  find  a permanent  cure  in 

the 
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the  Tradtors  : but  recent  topical  aflediions, 
attended  with  great  pain,  will  be  found 
mod  fubjedl  to  the  Metallic  Influence.  The 
judgment  of  the  operator  muff  be  employed 
in  afcertaining  the  prefence  of  pain.  In 
this  he  will  be  abided  by  remarking  the 
peculiar  adlions  of  the  animal,  and  particu- 
larly by  obferving,  whether  there  is  an  un- 
ufual  degree  of  heat,  and  a turgid nefs  of 
the  blood  vefTels  on  the  parts.  If  the  dif- 
cafe  is  feated  in  the  limbs  a lamenefs  gene- 
rally attends.  Too  much  attention  cannot 
be  paid  tocleanlinefs,and  rendering  the  part, 
which  is  dedined  for  the  operation,  perfedtly 
free  from  all  oily  and  greafy  fubdances. 
As  bleep  are  generally  covered  with 
undtuous  matter,  we  mud  not  expedl  to 
do  them  fo  much  fervice  as  other  animals. 
When  performing  the  application,  unlefs 
from  extreme  inflammation  the  parts  are 
very  tender,  the  Tradlors  fhould  be  drawn 
harder  over  the  Ikin  than  on  the  human 
body,  always  obferving,  that  the  point  of 
the  indrument  be  introduced  through  the 
hair. 
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CONCLUSION. 


IN  the  preceding fheets,  it  has  been  the 
Editor’s  endeavour  to  prefent  the  public 
with  the  refult  of  various  trials  of  the  Me- 
tallic Pra£lice,  in  feveral  difeafes  of  the 
animal  oeconomy. 

. 

The  fubjefl,  it  is  hoped,  has  been  treat- 
ed in  lo  plain  and  intelligible  a manner,  that 
few,  on  the  perufal,  will  be  incompetent  to 
judge  of  the  merits  of  the  Tradlors.  Some 
of  the  flatements  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
work,  it  may  be  obferved,  are  not  from 
perfons  of  the  medical  profefion.  This, 
however,  in  the  mind  of  the  intelligent 
reader,  will  ndt  leffen  their  weight.  Men 
of  fciepce  and  of  good  underhand ing,  do 
not  require  to  go  through  the  forms  of  a re- 
gular medical  education,  to  enable  them  to 
deferibe  any  change,  which  may  be  pro- 

. duced 
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duced  in  external  affections,  when  fuch 
changes  are  evinced  by  ocular  demonf ration : 
of  this  defcription,  in  fa£t,  is  a great  pro- 
portion of  the  difeafes  which  are  found  to 
be  fubjeCt  to  the  influence  of  the  TraCfors. 
Thofe  who  have  given  this  PraCtice  much 
attention,  have  coincided  in  this  remark. 

The  Medical  and  Chirurgical 

Review,  a work  which  has  entered 

more  fully  into  the  fubje6t  than  moft 
others,  when  noticing  the  evidence  ad- 
duced in  our  former  traCl  on  “ the  In - 
jtuence  of  Metallic  cIra£iorsf  obferves, 

<c  Many  of  the  teftimonies  come  from  per- 
“ fons  not  of  the  edical  profeffion,  but 
44  who,  neverthelefs,  feem  competent  on 
“ the  prefent  occalion,  for  the  fubjeCl  is,  for 
the  moft  part,  an  appeal  to  the  common 
fenfes.” 

After  afcertaining  that  the  brute  creation 
is  equally  fubjeCt  to  the  influence  of  the 
TraClors  as  man ; that  infants  and  per- 

' ' fons 


( 286  ) 

1 ' / k 

ions  in  epileptic  fits  are  alfo  equally  acted 
upon  by  them,  and  that  oily  and  perfpirable 
matter  is  a barrier  to  theaCfion  of  this  Metal- 
lic Influence,  my  time  would,  perhaps,  be 
unneceffarily  employed,  were  I to  enter 
into  an  elaborate  defence  of  the  Practice 
againft  the  fuggeftions  of  thofe,  who  would 
afcribe  its  effedts  to  the  influence  of  ima- 
gination. That  the  human  mind  is  capable 
of  producing  confiderable  effects  on  the 
fundtions  of  the  body  is  abundantly  evident, 
and  may  be  realifed  in  the  daily  occurrences 
of  life  ; but,  if  \vfe  examine  the  fa£t,  we 

fhall  And,  that  as  the  Metallic  Practice  is 

/■ 

ufuaily  employed,  this  power  of  the  mind 
is  not  called  into  action. 

I will  not  pretend  to  fay,  but  that  the 
Tractors,  or  a flick  of  wood,  or  a quill,  or 
any  thing  elfe,  might  be  fo  managed  as  to 
produce  all  the  effects  of  Amulets , Charms , 
Mefmers  Animal  Magnetifm , &c.  &e.  Sele6t 
an  holpital  for  inflance,  which  is  generally 

compofed 
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tempo fecLof  the  moil  unlettered  and  cre- 
dulous clafs  of  fociety,  and  with  any  of 
thefe  fubflances,  it  will  not  be  a difficult 
matter  to  make  three  out  of  four  acknow- 
ledge they  have  received  benefit  from  the 
wonderfully  efficacious  remedy,  which  they 
fuppofe  to  have  been  employed ; but  the 
ipell  will  foOn  be  broken;  the  relief  will  be 
of  fhort  duration,  and  if  the  complaints  are 
of  that  defeription,  which,  if  really  bene- 
fitted,  would  afford  a by-ftander  ocular  proof 
of  the  change  produced,  this  by-flander 
will  not  be  gratified  in  feeing  the  benefit 
which  the  patient  may  fancy  he  has  re- 
ceived— he  will  not  fee  inflammations 
abated,  tumors  reduced,  perforation  arife 
on  the  part  alone  affedied,  as  may  generally 
be  obferved  on  an  application  of  the  Trac- 
tors. 

. When  making,  experiments  in  public 
inflitutions,  it  has  ever  been  my  cuflom  to 
felefit  thofe  cafes  that  can  afford  another 
fpecies  of  evidence  of  the  real  effedl  which 
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is  produced,  than  the  mere  declaration  of 

\ 

the  patient,  viz.  ocular  proof  to  the  fpec- 
tators.  If  cafes  of  this  defcription  could 
not  be  met  with,  and  a chronic  rheuma- 
tifm  for  inftance  was  the  fuhjedl,  I have 
ever  endeavoured  to  imprefs  on  the  pa- 
tient’s mind,  that  we  were  making  a fim- 
ple  experiment,  and  knew  not  whether  he 
would  receive  the  leaft  benefit ; that  we 
wifhed  him  to  defcribe  his  feelings  exadlly, 
and  if  no  benefit  was  derived,  by  no  means 

to  pretend  it. 

\ 

/ 

This  is  .undoubtedly  the  faireft  and 
furefh  way  to  come  to  a knowledge  of  the 
truth , but  after  all,  every  application  on 
this  clafs  of  people,  in  fuch  complaints,  is 
extremely  fallacious.  The  replies  of  the 
patient  are  equivocal ; he  will  endeavour 
to  anfwer,  as  he  thinks  will  coincide  with 
the  fentiments  of  the  phyfician. 

„ . j v 

In  the  ordinary  method  of  employing  the 
Tra&ors,  the  patient,  inffead  of  being  in- 

fpired 
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fpired  with  confidence  in  their  efficacy,  is 

very  often  fo  prejudiced  at  their  fimple  ap- 
pearance and  mode  of  application,  that  he 
is,  with  much  difficulty,  perfuaded  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  experiment,  and  yet  this  perfon 
is  not  deprived  of  any  of  the  advantages 
which  arife  to  others  from  the  application 
of  the  Metallic  Influence  under  any  other 
circumflances. 

We  are  often  told  of  inftances,  where 
perfons  feverely  afflidfled  with  the  gout, 
have,  by  a fudden  itnpreffion  of  fear,  as 
from  a cry  of  fire,  &c.  immediately  leap- 
ed from  their  couch,  and  taken  leave  of 
their  pains  ; but  none  will  pretend,  that  any 
thing  like  this  alarm  takes  place  when  the 
fimple  appearing  Tradflors  are  produced. 

* 1 • ^ » 

In  the  common  mode  of  adminiftering 

O 

Medicine,  the  patient  is  really  as  much 
liable  to  be  influenced  by  his  imagination, 
as  in  the  pradflice  we  are  treating  of. 
When  exhibited  under  the  landflion  of  an 
M.  D.  of  high  reputation,  the  precious 

U draught 
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draught  will  be  taken  with  the  confidence 
of  luccefs  ; the  very  prefence  and  profef- 
fional  importance  of  a Phyfician,  holds 
forth  to  the  patient’s  mind  a conviftion 
of  his  fuperior  fkill,  and  his  power  to 
arrefl  the  fate,  which  he  imagines  is 
impending.  On  the  contrary,  with  the 
Traffors,  the  mind  is  under  all  the  un- 
certainty naturally  refulting  from  the  mak- 
ing of  an  experiment,  and  will  neceffarily 
be  guarded  againft  any  delufion. 

In  fhort,  when  it  fhall  be  proved,  that 
brutes , like  men,  are  endowed  with  rati- 
onal faculties,  and  poffefs  an  imagination 
capable  of  producing  changes  on  their 
bodies ; when  it  fhall  be  proved  that  infants 
and  perfons  in  epileptic  fits  can  alfo  be  in- 
fluenced by  the  fame  power,  and  that  a 
little  oily  or  greafy  matter  effe&ually 
deftroys  this  wonderful  power  of  the 
mind,  and  renders  it  totally  inert,  then 
fhall  I readily  acquiefce  in  the  fentiment, 
that  what  has  been  afcribed  to  the  Metal- 
lic Influence  is  wholly  a fallacy,  and  that 
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tile  imagination,  alone  is  entitled  to  the 
credit  of  doing  all  the  good  that  has  been 

O O 

unjuftly  attributed  to  the  Tractors. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  reputation  of 
mod:  new  difcoveries  has  been  materially 
injured,  and  the  credit  of  many  ufeful  re- 
medies brought  iiito  difrepute,  from 
having  been  held  out  to  the  world  as 
panaceas , or  as  being  ufeful  in  difeafes  in 
which  they  had  really  no  efficacy.  The 
pra£lice  before  us  has  not  efcaped  this  ge- 
neral misfortune  : both  its  zealous  friends 
and  implacable  enemies  have  alike  con- 
tributed to  produce  this  error  in  the  public 
fentiment.  The  former,  from  witneffing 
its  great  fuccefs  in  fome  cafes  in  which  it 
has  been  employed,  imagined  it  ufeful 
in  more  difeafes  than  the  author  of  the 
difcovery  has  conceived ; and  the  lat- 
ter, from  knowing  the  impoffibility  of  a 
panacea  exifling  in  nature*  have  with  much 
affiduity  propagated  the  opinion,  that  the 
Tra&ors  were  recommended  for  all  dif- 

U 2 eafes. 


( 292  ) 

cafes,  and  have  advifed  their  ufe  in  com- 
plaints, in  which  there  was  an  abfolute 
certainty  of  their  failure. 

Indeed,  it  is  a cireumftance  by  no  means 
favourable  to  eftablifhing  the  credit  of  the 
Difcovery,  that  the  fele&ing  of  the  proper 
difeafes  is  entrufled  to  the  judgment  of  all 
thofe  who  have  the  Tradlors  in  their  pof- 
feflion,  and  whofe  want  of  Medical  know- 
ledge muft  neceiTarily  fubjedl  them  to  nu- 
merous errors.  From  the  acknowledged 
innocence  of  the  operation  in  all  cafes,  it 
can  be  eafily  conceived,  that  the  Pradlice 
will  very  frequently  be  employed,  where 
there  is  not  the  fmalleft  reafon  to  hope  for 
fuccefs,  and  yet  it  mud  not  be  expedled, 
that  fufficient  allowance  is  always  made 
for  the  neceflary  failure  in  fuch  appli- 
cations. 

Had  the  credit  of  the  Metallic  Practice*, 
rather  than  a wifh  to  extend  its  utility  as 
much  as  poffible,  been  the  objefl  of  the 
difcoverer,  he  would  have  retained  the 
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TraCtdrs  in  the  hands  of  a few  profeffional 
men,  and  dire&ed  them  to  be  ufed  in  no 
cafes  but  fuch  as  they  were  abfolutely  cer- 
tain of  relieving ; but  his  entire  confidence 
in  their  efficacy,  and  his  delire  of  render- 
ing his  difcovery  fiibfervient  to  the  impor- 
tant purpofe  of  leflening  the  {offerings  of 
humanity,  have  induced  him  to  give 
them  unlimited  circulation.  The  oblo- 
quy of  oppolition  he  has  never  regarded  ; if 
his  pra&ice  poffeffes  the  merit  afcribed 
to  it,  he  reffs  under  the  conviction,  that 
notwithftanding  the  unfavourable  circum- 
ftances  under  which  it  comes  before  the 
public,  thefe  merits  will  eventually  be  ac- 
knowledged. 

After  what  has  been  repeatedly  urged  in 
the  foregoing  pages,  on  the  neceffity  of  a 
due  attention  to  the  rules  for  employing 
this  remedy,  it  will  be  fiiperfluous  to  fay 
much  on  that  fubjeCt  at  prefent.  The  pa- 
per of  directions,  which  attends  the  Trac- 
tors, is  perhaps  too  concife  to  afford 
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every  perfon  the  information  which  is  re- 
quiiite  for  a thorough  knowledge  of  that 
fubjeft,  but  as  nothing  can  be  better  calcu- 
lated  for  exemplifying  on  this  head,  than 
the  notes  on  the  Danilh  cafes,  in  the  pre- 
ceding fheets,  I have  to  folicit  the  reader’s 
flri6t  attention  to  them  for  that  purpofe. 

One  circumftance,  however,  w7hich  was 
not  then  mentioned,  Ihould  not  at  prefent 
be  omitted,  and  this  is,  that  when  per- 
forming the  operation  on  parts  which 
have  been  previoufly  kept  warm,  by  cloath- 
ing  with  flannel,  &c.  great  care  fhould  be 
taken  that  they  be  not  expofed  to  too  cold 
air.  In  the  winter,  the  application  Ihould 
in  all  cafes  be  made  in  a room  of  moderate 
temperature,  or  near  the  fire  ; by  not  ob- 
ferving  this  caution,  fome  have  taken  cold, 
and  their  complaints  of  courfe  have  in* 
creafed,  which  has  been  improperly  attri- 
buted to  the  efFe£t  of  the  Trahtors, 

/ • • » 
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Much  has  been  faid  on  the  neceffity 
of  perfevemnce  in  the  pradlice,  efpecially 
in  chronic  cafes,  and  which,  it  is  hoped, 
will  claim  particular  notice. 

If  proper  attention  be  paid  to  this  Prac- 
tice, agreeably  to  the  rules  laid  down,  the 
pofTefTor  of  the  Tradlors  will  find  in  them 
a valuable  fpecies  of  property  and  in- 
heritance as  it  were  in  his  family,  for 
the  numerous  ills  of  which,  they  are  lo 
well  adapted  and  recommended  ; but  if  on 
the  contrary  he  does  not  adhere  to  thefe 
rules,  but  attaches  to  them  the  idea  of 
an  univerfal  and  infallible  remedy,  he  will 
deceive  others  as  well  as  himfelf,  and  lofe 
both  his  labour  and  money, 

The  Editor  has  feen  too  much  of  the 
difpofition  of  mankind,  and  of  the  hiftories 
of  all  new.  and  ufeful  difcoveries,  efpecial- 
ly thofe  which  afFedt  inter eji  and  deep-rooted 
prejudices , to  expedt  that  this  would  not 
meet  with  aflailants. 
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Every  perfon  has  an  undoubted  right 
to  entertain  his  opinion  on  matters  of 
fcience,  but  when  a writer  prefents  his 
fentiments  to  the  public,  and  in  fupport  of 
them  has  recourfe  to  mifreprefentations  of 
the  moft  extraordinary  nature,  it  then  be- 
comes the  duty  of  the  party  aggrieved,  to 
corredl  the  error  by  appriling  the  public  of 
jfuch  abufes. 

Thofe,  who  have  not  been  attentive  ob=> 
fervers  of  fubjedls  of  this  nature,  can  form 
but  imperfedl  ideas  of  the  acrimony  with 
which  fome  will  commence  their  attacks. 
The  Monthly  Review  for  April  1799, 
in  its  remarks  on  the  former  trad!  on  the 
u Influence  of  Metallic  f r actors  ” has  af- 
forded us  an  example. 

**• 

If  that  Journal  was  read  only  by  thole 
who  have  feen  the  book,  which  it  re- 
views, no  obfervations  would  have  been 
made  here  on  the  fubjedt.  The  intelli- 
gent reader  himfelf  would  have  judged  of 
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die  extent  of  its  reafonablenefs  and  imr 
partiality.  But  Reviews  are  read  by  thour 
fands,  for  the  purpofe  of  learning  the  merits 
of  the  work  treated  of ; and  without  ever 
feeing  the  work  itfelf,  or  taking  the  trouble 
.of  further  inveftigation,  the  critic’s  opinion 
is  often  implicitly  adopted.  The  Editor 
would  introduce  the  whole  of  thefe  remarks, 
and  pafs  them  over  without  a fingle  reply, 
leaving  the  decifion  of  their  merits  to  the 
public ; but  his  pages,  which  he  could 
with  to  meet  the  eye  of  delicacy,  without 
incurring  a blufh,  mud:  not  be  filled  with, 
a Jentiment , with  which  the  critic  has 
thought  proper  to  grace  the  pages  of  the 
Monthly  Review. 

As  the  attack  is  founded  upon  what  is 
prefented  as  an  extradl  from  the  book,  I 
mud;  requeft  the  reader’s  attention  to  this 
extradl,  and  fee  with  what  fairnefs  it  is 
given. 
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“ In  one  cafe,  page  43,  (fays  the  Re- 
view) a patient  was  cured  by  the  Tradlors 
in  two  minutes ; but  he  had  been  bled 
thrice  before  the  application.” 

Here  follows  the  fratement  to  which 
the  Review  refers,  communicated  by 
John  Vaughan,  M.  D. — M.  P.  M.  S. 
Fellow  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Delaware. 

cc  I have  operated  in  a few  cafes  only 
with  your  Tradlors,  for  but  few  have  of- 
fered fince  I poffelfed  them.  One  cafe  of 
nervous  or  hyjieric  head-ache , perfedtly 
cured ; a cafe  of  Odontalgia  relieved  ; the 
third,  a young  man  who  had  fallen  nearly 
fifteen  feet  on  the  edge  of  an  open-ended 
hogfhead,  and  received  a confiderable  con- 
tufion  in  the  umbilical  region  with  tumefac- 
tion. I bled  him  three  times  to  little  pur- 
pofe  ; but  after  about  two  minutes  operation 
with  the  Tradlors,  he  exclaimed  in  ecflacy, 
c I am  well — *1  am  well — my  pain  is  gone-f 
Tdhe  pain  however  returned  in  a lefs  degree , 
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but  in  thirty  or  forty  minutes  went  off  e?i- 
tirely , and  he  went  to  work  as  ufual 

Where  the  critic  found  that  the  mail  was 
cured  in  two  minutes,  when  Dr.  Vaughan 
pi  the  fame  fentence  fays,  the  pains  did 
not  entirely  leave  him  until  thirty  or  forty- 
minutes  ; where  he  difcovered  in  that 
hook  reafons  for  an  injinuation , which  he 
makes  in  another  place,  that  the  Tradfors 
are  recommended  for  “ internal  inflamma- 
tions f fo  that  no  “ outward  and  vifible 
fign  might  be  afforded”  of  the  relief  given, 
when,  on  the  contrary,  external  complaints 
only  are  mentioned  in  that  book,  as  fuita- 
ble  for  this  pradtice  ; where  he  found  caufe 
for  ufing  the  hardy  epithets  of  “ juggler ,” 
and  “ white  witch ” ; and  where  he  faw 
reafon  for  calling  all  thofe  who  have  at- 
tested to  the  efficacy  of  the  Tradlors  “ liars  y 
dogs , &c  ” and  to  fay  many  other  things 
in  the  fame  fplenetic  maniacal  ffrain,  I ear- 
peftly  requeft  the  intelligent  reader  will 
have  the  goodnefs  to  examine  the  book,  to 
determine, 
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We  Ihould  be  wanting  in  refpedt  to  the 
very  eminent  profeffional  character,  who 
is  the  writer  of  the  communication  in  ques- 
tion, were  we  to  admit  even  the  mod:  dis- 
tant probability  of  the  bleeding  having 
given  the  relief,  after  his  declaration,  (and 
who,  by  being  the  attending  phyfician,  is 
mod  competent  to  judge)  that  the  bleeding 
f-  was  to  little  purpofe,”  or  were  we  to  at^ 
tempt  to  defend  his  reputation  againd  the 
attacks  of  a writer,  who  appears  infenfi* 
ble  of  the  impropriety  of  mifrep  refen  ting 
his  datement,  and  of  charging  him  with 
being  the  author  of  Sentiments  which  hq 
never  hinted  at  or  exprefled. 

After  thefe  remarks  on  the  Editor’s 
pamphlet,  the  critic  notices  the  publication 
of  Mr.  Lang  worthy.  Some  of  the  coi> 
tents  of  which  may  be  Seen  in  the  preceding 
pages.  No  quotation  is  adduced  from  this 
book,  upon  which  the  objections  might  be 
founded,  but  the  following  is  given  as  thq 

fubdance  of  the  work  : 
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“ The  moft  material  information  to  be 
gained  from  this  pamphlet,  and  its  title 
page,  which  an  American  would  ftile 
lengthy , is,  that  Mr.  Langworthy  fells 
Tradors  at  Bath,  by  commiffion  from  Mr. 
Perkins,  the  original  manufadurer  in. 
London.” 

It  ftrongly  occurs  to  me,  that  whoever 
reads  the  publication  of  Mr.  Lang  wor- 
thy, will  fee  fome thing  elfe  than  a mere 
advertifement  that  he  has  the  Traders  for 
iale.  Every  Review,  however,  which 
has  noticed  it,  has  expreffed  a different 
opinion.  One,  which,  in  a former  inffance, 
Shewed  no  inconfiderable  degree  of  feepti- 
cifm  on  the  fubjed  of  the  Metallic  Prac- 
tice, remarks  on  Mr.  LangworthyY 
publication  as  follows : 

u Mr.  Langworthy  is  a ffaunch  ad- 

I 

vocate  for  the  Perkinean  eledricity,  or  for 
the  ufe  of  the  MetallnrTradors,  invented 
by  Dr.  Perkins  ; ufes  the  fame  arguments 

in 
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itn  favour  of  them,  that  Mr.  Perkins 
had  before  advanced,  and  adds  a com 
fiderable  number  of  cafes  in  which  they 
are  faid  to  be  employed  with  advantage. 
Mr.  Langworthy  is  fettled  at  Bath,  and 
with  a view  of  giving  opportunities  to  the 
Medical  pradiitioners  of  that  place,  toef- 
timate  the  real  value  of  the  inffrument,  he 
offers  his  affiflance  to  any  paupers  in  the 
hofpitakj  and  propofes  operating  in  the 
prefence  of  their  Medical  attendants.  This 
is  certainly  candid,  and  it  is  right  to  eb- 
lerve,  that  feveral  of  the  cafes  here  pub- 
lifhed,  are  attefted  by  the  fignatures  of  the 
patients,  who  are,  in  general,  perfons  of 
fuch  credit,  as  entirely  to  preclude  all  fuf- 
picion  of  an  intention  to  deceive.” 

Britijk  Critic , April , 1799. 

The  Editor  has  always  held  himfelf  in 
readinefs  to  meet  any  perfons,  to  aflift  and 
do  every  thing  in  his  power  which  could 
promote  an  inveftigation  of  the  merits  of 

this 


this  difcovery,  either  by  the  unerring  rule 
of  fair  experiment,  or  any  other  method 
-which  lhould  be  conceived  equally  pro- 
per ; but  he  muff  be  excufed  if  he  declines 
having  any  communication  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  with  thofe  who  feel  no  repugnance 
in  affuming  the  liberties  we  have  in- 
stanced. 

It  will,  perhaps,  appear  to  fome,  that 
the  Reviewers  animadversion  has  been 
dwelt  upon  longer  than  was  neceffary,  but 
for  reafons  too  obvious  to  be  mentioned, 
it  has  been  judged  neceffary  in  the  pre- 
fent  inffance  to  notice  the  fubjedt  more 
fully.  If  the  reader  is  defirous  of  knowing 
the  fentiments  of  other  periodical  writers, 
he  will  find  them  in  pages  97,  98,  and  99 
of  this  book. 

It  is  due  to  the  enlightened  nation  and 
country  in  which  the  Editor  refides,  to 
acknowledge,  that  many  men  of  refpedla- 
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biiity  and  real  fcience,  have  treated  this 
difcovery  with  great  candour.  Such  as 
have  had  opportunities  to  fee  the  effeds 
of  the  Tradocs^  have  frankly  acknow- 
ledged their  merits,  and  have  contributed 
to  extend  their  beneficial  effeds,  by  pro- 
curing patients  for  the  Pradice;  This 
remark,  however,  muff  not  he  fuppofed 
to  comprehend  every  individual  of  the 
Medical  profeffion.  On  all  difcoveries,’ 
there  are  perfons,  who,  without  defend- 
ing to  any  enquiry  into  the  truth,  pre- 
tend to  know , as  it  were,  by  intuitmi 
that  newlv  * afferted  fads  are  founded 

j 

in  the  groffeff  errors.  There  were  thofe 
who  knew  that  Harvey’s  report  of  the 
Circulation  of  the  blood,  was  a prepoffer- 
ous  and  ridiculous  fnggeffion,-  a'nd  in  lat- 
ter days  there  were  others  who  knew  that 
Franklin  defer ved  reproach,  for  declar- 
ing that  points  were  preferable  to  balls 
for  proteding  buildings  from  light- 
ning. 

The 
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This  dogmatical  attachment  to  old 
pradices,  which  is  generally  to  be  found 
mod:  among  thofe  who  have  taken  (hallow 
draughts  at  the  Pierian  Spring,  is  the  bane 
of  ufeful  improvements.  It  is  only  the 
real  philofopher,  who,  fenfible  of  the  ex- 
treme limitation  of  our  knowledge,  fufpends 
his  opinion  on  newly  afferted  fads,  until 
they  can  be  fubjeded  to  fair  investiga- 
tion. 

i 

On  the  Theory  of  this  Metallic  Opera- 
tion, little  need  be  faid.  That  the  Trac- 
tors ad  on  the  Galvanic  principle  (q)  is  very 

generally 

(q)  For  a knowledge  of  the  wonderful  effects  which 
are  produced  by  the  application  of  metals  to  the  nerves 
■and  mufcles  of  animals,  or  by  what  is  called  the  Gal- 
vanic experiments,  fee  the  works  of  Valli,  Vol- 
ta, Fowler,  Monr®,  Cavallo,  Vonhumbolt, 
&c. 

Cavallo,  whofe  numerous  philofophical  inveftigations 
have  been  fo  univerfally  honoured  by  the  approbation  of 
the  learned  world,  after  fumming  up  molt  of  tbe  impor- 
tant fadts  which  have  been  difcovered  relating  to  this 
fubjedl,  comes  to  the  following  conclufion : 
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generally  believed  by  thofe  who  have  given 
the  fubjedl  much  attention  : but  I fhall  not 

conhder 

u The  principal  phenomena  of  animal  eledfricity,  viz. 
the  property  of  being  put  in  motion  by  a Metallic 
communication  being  made  between  the  nerve  and 
mufcles,  is  not  peculiar  to  a few  animals  only,  but  feems 
to  be  a property  of  all ; a law  of  nature  which  admits  of 
few  exceptions,  and  even  thefe  exceptions  are  of  a very 
doubtful  nature. 

<c  The  experiments  have  already  been  tried  with  a 
great  variety  of  terreftrial,  aerial  and  aquatic  animals. 

“ The  human  body,  whilft  undergoing  certain  chi- 
rurgical  operations  on  its  recently  amputated  limbs,  have 
been  convulfed  by  the  application  of  metals.  From  the 
ox  and  the  horfe  down  to  the  fly,  the  effects  of  Metallic 
applications  have  been  repeatedly  and  unequivocally  ob~ 
ferved:  with  fome  the  power  lafts  longer  than  with 

others  ; the  movements  alfo  are  more  or  lefs  evident  and 
powerful,  according  to  the  various  nature  and  difpofltion 
of  the  animals. 

u The  leg  of  a recently  dead  horfe  was  agitated  fo  vio- 
lently by  the  application  of  a {hilling  and  a bit  of  tin-foil, 
that  the  ftrength  of  a robuft  man  was  unable  to  check  the 
blow.  Several  animals,  which  fome  time  ago  were 
thought  not  to  be  affedfed  by  the  contadt  of  metals,  have 
been  lately  caufed  to  contract,  in  confequence  of  the  dis- 
covery of  more  adlive  metallic  combinations,  or  of  fome 
' of  their  more  fenfible  parts. 

cc  The  preceding  pages  contain  all  the  remarkable  fadls 
that!  have  been  able  to  colledl,  relative  to  a fubjedt  which 
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tronfider  it  any  difparagement  to  the  Prac- 
tice, if  I admit  that  the  prefent  knowledge 
of  the  laws  and  properties  of  that  principle 
is  fo  limited,  as  not  to  allow  of  our  giving 
of  the  modus  operandi  a complete  and  fatis- 
fadtory  explanation.  The  rational  enquirer 
will  not  hold  in  lefs  eftimation  a remedy, 
whole  utility  can  be  proved  by  the  unerring 
tefl  of  experiment,  if  the  manner  of  its 

is  likely  to  become  of  great  importance.  Thofe  furprifing 
effects  of  an  unknown  caufe,  generally  inexplicable,  and 
fometimes  contradictory,  feem  to  admit  of  no  theory 
fufficiently  probable  or  fatisfaCtory;  nor  can  we  yet  fee 
how  they  may  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  An 
attentive  confideration  of  the  fubjeCt,  will  naturally  fug- 
ged fome  doubts  and  queries,  which  can  only  be  anfwered 
by  future  experiments  and  difcoveries.  In  what  manner 
does  artificial  eleCtricity  affeCt  the  mufcles  ? Does  it  aCt 
as  a mere  ftimulus,  or  otherwife  ? Where  is  the  animal 
eleftricity  generated,  and  by  what  mechanifm  is  it  tranf- 
rtiitted  from  one  part  of  the  body  to  the  other  ? Does  it 
proceed  from  the  brain,  or  is  every  nerve  aCtuated  by 
that  generating  power  ? What  reafon  can  there  be  for 
the  necefliity  of  u fin g two  different  metals  ? And  after 
all,  are  thefe  phenomena  the  effeCts  of  cle&ricity,  or  of 
fome  other  unknown  fluid,  fui  generis  ” Complete  Trea - 
life  on  Electricity-)  volt  iii.  page  69. 
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operation  is  unknown.  The  moft  valuable 
medicines  in  the  materia  medica,  act  on 
principles  of  which  we  are  totally  igno- 
rant. None  have  ever  yet  been  able  to  ex- 
plain how  opium  produces  fleep,  how  mer- 
cury cures  fyphilis,  or  how  bark  cures  in- 
termittent fevers,  and  yet  few,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  fo  abfurd  as  to  defift  from  the  ufe 
of  thofe  important  articles,  becaufe  they 
know  nothing  of  the  principle  of  their  ope- 
ration. The  navigator  will  hardly  be  dif- 
pofed  to  lay  afide  the  ufe  of  the  mariner’s 
compafs,  and  think  it  of  no  value,  becaufe 
he  is  unable  to  explain  the  phenomenon  of 
magnetifm,  and  to  affign  reafons  for  the 
polar  attractions. 

When  we  find  that  the  nature  of  many 
difeafes,  the  proximate  caufe  of  fever,  for 
inflance,  has  engaged  the  attention  of  fuch 
characters  as  Boeri-iaave,  Cullen, 
Brown,  Darwin,  Girtaner,  &c.  and 
drawn  forth  from  them  fevetally  theories, 
which  they  conceived  to  be  fatisfactory, 

but 
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but  which  at  this  period,  have  left  the 
iubje6l  as  obfcure  as  ever,  it  fhould 
feem  that  men  would  reft  contented  with 
poffeffing  the  means  of  cure,  without  run- 
ning into  laborious  and  unprofitable  conjec- 
tures, which  only  ferve  to  miflead  and  de- 
ceive the  pra6titioner.  An  elegant  writer, 
(fee  Dr.  Moor’s  Medical  Sketches)  re- 
marks, “ The  fate  of  every  theory  hitherto 
invented  to  explain  the  proximate  caufe  of 
fevers,  might,  one  would  naturally  think, 
deter  from  an  attempt  in  which  fo  many 
have  failed  ; yet  fo  partial  are  we  to  what 
we  conceive  to  be  our  own  original  ideas, 
fo  natural  are  fuch  inveftigations  to  the 
active  and  inquifitive  mind  of  man,  and  to 
neceffary  are  difquifitions  of  this  nature  to 
thofe  whofe  profeffiion  it  is  to  lecture  to 
medical  ftudents,  that  it  is  probable  a new 
theory  will  always  be  founded  on  the  ruins 
of  the  laft  that  is  overfet. 

“ The  experience  of  ages  has  proved, 
that  the  great  and  ultimate  obje6t  of 
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the  art  of  medicine,  the  power  of  curing 
difeafes , is  more  effedlually  attained  by  dili- 
gently obferving  the  courfe  and  fymptoms 
of  difiempers,  and  the  effedls  of  the  means 
ufed  for  their  relief,  than  the  moft  plaufible 
reafonings  on  their  fuppofed  nature  and 
caufes,” 

On  the  adlion  of  the  Metallic  In- 
fluence, we  have,  in  the  former  part  of 
this  work,  (fee  page  38)  a theory  from 
ProfefTor  Abildgaakd,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  fciences  at  Copen- 
hagen, a philofopher,  (r)  whofe  difeoveriea 
i.11  eleftricity,  and  whofe  invefligations  in 
phyfiology,  and  other  branches  of  fcience, 
rank  him  among  the  flrfl:  literary  charadlers 
in  Europe.  The  Profeflfor’s  explanation 
of  the  phenomenon  of  the  operation  of  the 

(r)  A foreign  Journal  has  recently  announced,  that 
ProfefTor  Abildgaard  has  lately  obtained  from 
Greenland  a foflil,  which,  on  analyfis,  he  difeovers  to 
contain  alumin  in  combination  with  fluoric  acid ; 3 
rnineralogical  phenomenon  not  before  met  with. 

. . v 
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Tradfors  is  extremely  ingenious  and  plau- 
lible,  but  it  may  be  faid  of  this,  as  of  mofl 
other  theories,  that  fome  hypothefes  are 
employed,  and  of  courl'e  it  cannot  be  reduced 
to  adtual  demonftration. 

After  afeertaining  that  there  exifts  in 
the  whole  animal  creation  a fubtile  princi- 
ple, call  it  a fluid  or  whatever  elle  you 
pleafe,  which  is  fo  extremely  fufcep- 
tible  of  the  influence  of  metals,  as  to  be 
excited  to  powerful  adtion  by  their  appli- 
cation, and  to  fuch  a degree  indeed  as  to 
* 

be  made  to  evince  motion,  and  other  fymp- 
toms  of  life,  after  vitality  is  apparently  re- 
moved, it  will  not  be  an  irrational  conclu- 
fion,  that  the  effedts  produced  by  our  Metal- 
lic Application  in  difeafes,  are  to  be  aferibed 
to  fome  attraffing  adlion  on  this  general 
and  all  pervading  power. 

It  is  agreed,  by  both  the  advocates  and 
oppofers  of  the  Metallic  Tradtors,  that 
their  effedts  muft  be  explained  on  the  Gal- 
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vanic  or  ele&ric  principle,  or  on  the  ima- 
gination, and  indeed  we  may  add  me- 
chanical irritation.  On  the  three  former 

> , * 4 

of  thefe  I fhall  fay  no  more  than  what  has 
already  been  advanced,  and  the  improba- 
bility of  the  latter  renders  perhaps  any 
obfervations  on  that  head  unneceilarv.  No 
men  of  tolerable  understanding,  I am  dif- 
pofed  to  think,  have  ever  ferioufly  urged 
this  in  explanation  of  the  principle  of  the 
Metallic  Operation.  Some  who  had  taken 
a violent  part  againft  this  difcovery  in 
America,  after  having  failed  in  proving 
that  the  Tradtors  cured  through  the  me- 
dium of  imagination,  attempted  to  produce 
a prejudice  in  the  public  mind,  by  fuggeft- 
ing  that  the  relief  given  was  owing- to  the 
mechanical  irritation  of  the  points  of  the. 
instruments  ; but  the  abfurdity  of  this  idea 
was  fcon  detedted.  It  did  not  require  an 
immoderate  fhare  of  penetration  to  infer, 
that  any  irritation,  efpecially  fuch  as  would 
arife  from  the  fcratching  of  a Sharp  pointed 
instrument,  on  tender  cuticular  inflamma- 

i . . • r . .... 
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tions,  as  in  eryfipelas,  tetters  &c.,  inflead  of 
giving  relief,  mufl  do  a material  injury. 
Let  thofe  who  are  difpofed  to  afcertain 
the  validity  of  this  mode  of  explanation, 
try  the  fcratching  of  a fliff  brufh,  fharp 
pointed  quills,  or  any  other  hard  pointed 
fubftances,  and  fee  if  a tender  inflamma- 
tion will  fubfide.  All  trials  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  in  pains  unattended  with  external  in- 
flammation, efpecially  on  unlettered  females 
and  fubje£ls  of  feeble  minds,  are  undecifive. 

The  learned  Dr.  Vaughan,  whofe  in- 
genious  paper  on  this  pra6!ice  met  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Medical  Society  (s) 

of 

(s)  The  following  letter  was  addrefled  to  Dr. 
Vaughan,  by  James  Tilton,  M.  D.  Prefident  of 
tiie  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  on  his 
confenting  to  have  the  DifTertation  pubiifhed  : [For 
fome  extra&s  from  this  DifTertation,  fee  “ Influence  of 
Metallic  Traflorsf  page  90.] 

<c  Dear  Sir, 

u I am  glad  you  have  at  length  overcome  the  re- 
flraints  of  diffidence,  by  giving  us  your  thoughts  on 
Ele&ricity,  in  explanation  of  Dr.  Perkins’s  Metallic 
Operation,  That  fome  general  principle  exifts,  which 

gives 
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of  the  frate  of  Delaware,  before  which  it  was 
read,  has  fome  obfervations  on  this  fubjeft. 

gives  metals  a powerful  influence  on  the  animal 
ceconomy,  is  now  univerfafly  acknowledged  by  philolb- 
phers  the  moft  candid  and  beft  qualified  to  judge.  In- 
ftead  of  involving  Dr.  Perkins  in  the  difgrace  of 
Mesmer,  I apprehend  we  ought  rather  to  contrail  the 
honeji  man  with  the  rogue  ; for,  without  art  or  affecta- 
tion, Dr.  Perkins  barely  difcloies  ufeful  fads,  by  means 
the  moft  fimple  and  eafy. 

“ It  mull  be  confeffed,  however,  that  many  rejed  our 
general  principle : like  infidels  to  the  gofpel,  they  admit 
of  no  myfteries,  and  refufe  to  believe  what  they  do  not 
readily  comprehend.  Others,  who  acknowledge  that  a 
general  principle  pervades  the  animal  ceconomy,  on  which 
the  metals  have  influence,  neverthelefs  difpute  about  what 
this  notable  power  may  be.  Both  thefe  clafles  of  men  ought 
to  thank  you.  To  the  one  you  have  given  a reafon  they 
did  not  apprehend,  and  the  other  Ihould  wilh  for  the  beft 
account  known  or  well  underftood.  For  my  part,  I 
frankly  confefs,  I fhall  be  fatisfied  with  the  principle  of 
Animal  Electricity*  until  the  phenomena  are  better 
explained  by  means  of  fome  other. 

« B>  publi filing  to  the  world  the  thoughts  you  have 
digefted  and  arranged  oil  Animal  Eledricity,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  explains  the  Metallic  Operations, 
you  will  at  leaft  invite  difcuflion,  and  may  profit  with  the 
reft  of  your  brethren  by  the  event. 

“ With  great  refped,  I am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  friend  and  humble  fervant, 

“ James  Tilton.” 

It 
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“ It  is  argued  by  fome  (he  fays)  who 
are  oppofed  to  the  Metallic  Operation,  that 
the  efficacy  of  the  Tradlors  depends  merely 
on  a counter  irritation  produced  by  fric- 
tion. I would  afk  thefe  dogmatics,  how 
metallic  fridtion  cures  burns  or  topical  in- 
flammation ? Does  not  the  lead;  impref- 
fion  on  an  inflamed  part  produce  pain, 
and  would  not  fridiion  augment  the  evil  ? 
Phlegmons,  and  fome  other  topical  inflam- 
mations, may  often  be  removed  by  exciting 
a counter  irritation  with  blifters,  &c.  but 
blifters  feldom  anfwer  any  valuable  pur- 
pofe  in  local  inflammations,  accompanied 
with  exceffive  adlion  of  the  arterial  fyftem, 
until  the  fever  is  previoufly  diminifhed.” 

Againft  this  Pradlice,  indeed,  one  other 
argument  has  been  advanced  in  this  coun- 
try.— Perhaps  fome  of  my  readers  may 
conceive  any  attempt  at  its  refutation  an 
impeachment  of  their  juflice  and  under- 
flanding ; but,  as  every  one  may  not  be  of 

this 
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this  fentinient,  I riiuil  be  indulged  in  no- 
ticing it.  It  has  been  faid  46  to  be  a fufpi- 
ciouscircumflance  againft  this  pradice,  that 
its  introducer  has  taken  out  a Patent  for  the 
diicovery,  and  offered  the  Tradors  for 
fale.”  The  .wife  and  venerable  legiflators 
of  this  and  every  other  nation,  which  fo  li- 
berally promote  the  advancement  of  fcience 
and  the  ufeful  arts,  have  thought  proper  to 
grant,  as  an  encouragement  to  the  exer- 
tions of  genius,  the  exclufive  right  of  en- 
joying, for  a limited  time,  the  advantages 
and  emoluments  which  any  difeovery  or 
invention  may  produce..  In  find  con- 
formity to  thefe  laws,  founded  on  the  moil 
equitable  principles,  have  I aded.  If  this 
is  determining-  other  wife  than  the  moil 
philanthropic  and  befl  members  of  fociety 
are  daily  in  the  habit  of  doing,  I will  fub- 
feribe  to  the  guilt,  and  acknowledge  the 
heinoufnefs  of  the  offence,  even  to  the  ex- 
tent which  thofe  who  have  thought  proper 
to  fuggeil  the  objedion  would  carry  it.  To 
liave  traverfed  the  Atlantic,  and  to  have  luf- 

fered; 
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Fared  the  expences  which  attend  the  propa- 
gation of  this  new  pradtice,  againft  hofts  of 
prejudice  and  intereft,  without  a compenfa- 
tion,  were  more  than  my  finances  would 
allow,  or  than  a juft  and  reafonahle  people 
would  require. 

Among  patents  for  every  fpecies  of  in- 
vention, none  have  to  encounter  more  op- 
pofition,  and,  in  confequence,  fubjeci  the 
introducer  to  greater  expences,  than  thofe 
which  relate  to  improvements  in  medicine. 
It  has  long  been  a maxim  with  many  (t)  of  the 
faculty  to  fet  their  faces  againft  every  reme^ 
dy,  the  exclujive  right  of  ufing  which  has 
been  granted  to  an  individual  by  patent.  The 
abufes  of  empiricifm  are  held  out  as  the 
oftenfible  motive  for  this,  and,  to  a degree, 
the  maxim  is  undoubtedly  a reafonahle  one. 
To  the  Metallic  Pradtice,  however,  none 

(t)  God  forbid  I fhould  here,  or  in  any  other  part  of 
this  book,  mean  to  cenfure,  or  fpeak  difrefpe&fulJy  of  the 
profeflion  indiferiminately,  for  there  are  belonging  to  it 
men  of  great  candor  and  philanthropy. 
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of  the  objedtions  which  are  raifed  againft 
quack  medicines  can  with  juftice  be  ap- 
plied ; the  innocence  of  the  remedy  alone 
mu  ft  fllence  every  clamour  on  this  head. 
But  much  penetration  is  not  required  to 
develope  the  caufe  of  this  perfecution . 
Men,  by  entering  into  the  medical  pro- 
feftion,  are  not  neceffarily  divefted  of  any 
of  thofe  paftions  or  inclinations  which  are 
fo  univerfally  implanted  in  the  human 
breaft.  That  principle,  which  We  are  told 
“ adts  the  foul,”  it  would  be  abfurd  to 
pretend,  does  not  influence  any  particular 
clafs  in  the  community.  Will  the  medical 
man,  who  has  fpent  much  money  and 
labour  in  the  purfuii  of  the  arcana  of 
phyfic,  and  on  the  exercife  of  which 
depends  his  fupport  in  life,  proclaim  the 
inefficacy  of  his  art,  and  recommend  a 
remedy  to  his  patient,  which  the  moft 
unlettered  in  fociety  can  employ  as  advan- 
tageoufly  as  himfelf  ? and  a remedy,  too, 
which,  unlike  the  drops,  the  pills,  the 
powders,  &c.  of  the  materia  medica,  is  in- 

confumable , 


<onjiitnable,  and  ever  in  readinefs  to  be 
employed  in  fucceffive  difeafes  ? 

From  the  fame  fource  whence  fprang 
the  above  complaint,  comes  another,  viz* 
“ that  the  price  at  which  the  Tradtors  are 
fold,  fhould  be  an  objedlion  to,  adopting  the 
pradtice.”  I beg  leave  to  afk  how  many  vifits 
does  he  (u)  ufually  make  for  the  fum  at 
which  the  Traftors  are  offered  for  fale  ? 
or  rather  may  the  queflion  be  put  to  any  of 
his  London  patients,  how  many  inftances 
have  occurred,  to  their  knowledge,  in  which 
he  has  declined  receiving  his  guinea  per  vifit, 
or  for  each  daily  facrifce  of  the  five  mi* 
nutes  which  he  devotes  to  writing  his  pre- 
fcriptions,  from  a confcientious  compunction 
that  he  was  more  than  adequately  reward- 
ed, and  in  cafes  indeed,  where  his  vifits 
have  been  daily  continued,  for  weeks, 

(u)  The  medical  chara&er,  here  alluded  to,  is  in  pof- 
feiTion  of  a practice  as  lucrative , as  his  treatment  of  the 
Metallic  Tra6tors  has  been  illiberal  and  unmanly. 
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without  affording  any  relief  ? It  were  rea^ 
fonable  that  men,  before  they  offer  to  take 
away  the  mote  from  the  eyes  of  others* 
fhould  remove  the  beam  from  their  own. 

But  this  kind  of  refponfe,  although  pro- 
voked by  an  attack  of  the  fame  drain,  is 
unworthy  to  be  adopted  here,  and  mud 
not  occupy  more  of  thefe  pages.  Who- 
ever has  fairly  examined  the  merits  of 
the  Tra6lors,  by  the  ted  of  experiment, 
and  rated  their  value  by  their  ufefulnefs, 
has  never  pronounced  them  dear ; and 
thofe  who  know  the  facrifices  attendant  on 
all  attempts  at  fo  confiderable  innovations, 
cannot  honejily  grudge  the  price. 

This  difcovery  is  the  refult  of  many  years 
laborious  and  painful  invedigation.  The 
numerous,  expensive,  and  variegated  ex- 
periments, which  Dr.  Perkins,  of  Ame- 
rica, indituted  in  the  profecution  of  his 
objeft,  and  which  he  purfued,  to  the  total 
negleft  of  his  other  profeffional  calls,  for  a 

length 
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length  of  time  previous  to  the  prelent  per- 
fection of  his  practice,  fo  involved  his  af- 
fairs, that  the  happy  iflue  of  his  invefliga- 
tions  alone,  refcued  himfelf  and  a numerous 
family  from  the  confequent  diftreffing  em- 
barraffment. 

The  wealthy  confeffedly  have  the  advan- 
tages of  the  practice  in  their  power ; and 
the  poor,  fo  far  as  individual  exertion 
can  extend  the  fame  to  them,  are  not 
deprived  of  its  benefits.  Both  in  this 

country  and  America,  they  have  ever  had 
gratuitoujly  the  perfonal  attention  of  thofe 
concerned  in  the  propagation  of  the  dis- 
covery.; Dr.  Perkins,  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Atlantic,  ever  held  himfelf  in  readinefs 
to  attend  to  their  calls,  and  received  no 
other  compenfation  than  the  pleafure  of 
relieving  their  fufferings,  which  indeed 
was  to  him  an  ample  reward.  The  Editor 
has  done  no  lefs  in  this  country.  Thofe 
who  know  his  bounties  to  feveral  inftitu- 
tions  for  the  reception  of  the  poor,  and  to 
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individuals,  humanely  difpofed  to  attend 
to  and  relieve  the  pains  of  the  affli&ed, 
and  his  own  afliduous  attention  to  Tick 
paupers  in  various  and  diffant  parts  of  this 
metropolis,  without  receiving  a pecuniary 
compenfation,  will  withhold  from  him  their 
cenfure  or  complaint. 

But  on  this  head  it  is  unneceffary  to  en- 
large. The  feveral  fubjedts  hinted  at  in 
thefe  concluding  remarks,  have  already  ex- 
tended this  work  to  an  unreafonable  length ; 
fuch  remarks  fhall  therefore  be  difconti- 
nued,  but  not  without  reiterating  the  Edi- 
tor’s willingnefs,  and  even  earned:  dehre,  to 
afford  every  affrdance  to  thofe  who  may  be 
fincerely  difpofed  to  inveffigate  the  merits 

of  the  Metallic  Praflice  with  candour  and 

• • - _ 

impartiality . To  do  this  he  regards  as  his 
duty  to  mankind,  to  the  Difcoverv,  to  its 
Author,  and  to  himfelf. 
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APPENDIX.  (No.  I.) 


THE  Editor  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Lang- 
worthy for  the  following  communica- 
tions, to  whom  it  will  be  feen  they  are 

addrefled  ; Mr.  L ’s  book  having  Been 

publifhed  before  they  were  received,  necef-' 
farily  deprived  him  of  the  opportunity  of 
giving  them  a place  in  that  work. 

Several  perfons  of  diftin61ion,  friends  to 
Mr.  Lambert  (the  worthy  and  refpedt- 
able  chara&er  who  was  inftrumental  in 
procuring  the  Tradlors)  having  a know- 
ledge of  thofe  cafes,  and  conceiving  them 
too  important  to  be  withheld  from  the 
public,  have  intimated  a defire  of  feeing 
them  in  the  prefent  work.  This  affords 
an  additional  motive  for  inferring  them. 

Y 2 
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THE  REV.  THOMAS  DAVIES  of  SHER- 
RINGTON, tO  MR.  CHARLES  C.  LANG- 
WORTHY, SURGEON,  BATH. 

“ Sir, 

“ I feel  a pleafure  in  communicating  to 
you  what  I have  witneflfed  of  the  influence 
of  the  Metallic  Trafitors  in  relieving  the 
affli&ed,  in  the  two  following  cafes  efpe- 
cially  ; befides  feveral  Inftances  of  Tooth 
Ache,  Head-ache,  &c.  in  which  their 
efficacy  w7as  alfo  fully  proved. 

“ The  firft  cafe,  which  I fhall  here  but 
juft  mention,  is  that  of  Miss  Gauntlett, 
a young  woman  of  my  pariffi,  of  whofe 
extraordinary  complaints  and  fufferings  you 
have  had  already,  I find,  fome  knowledge, 
by  report;  but  that  which  the  Tra&ors 
were  now  immediately  applied  to  was, 

A PAR,ALYSIS  OF  THE  (ESOPHAGUS, 

which  had,  for  more  than  a year  and  a ' 
half,  entirely  deprived  her  of  the  power 
4 of 
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of  taking  any  fuftenance,  but  by  the  means 
of  a proper  tube ; which,  wonderful  as  it 
may  appear,  was,  by  the  ufe  of  the  Tradlors, 
reflored.  Of  the  particulars  of  this  cafe 
I here  forbear  making  further  mention,  as 
Mifs  Gauntlett  is  about  to  fend  them  to 
you  herfelf,  and  to  which  I fhall  beg  leave 
to  refer  you. 

s' 

4C  The  other  cafe,  in  which  a complete 
cure  was  effedled  by  the  Tradlors,  and  that 
by  only  three  applications,  for  about  half 
half  an  hour  each  time,  was  an 

ACUTE  RHEUMATISM. 

“ The  patient  was  a widow  woman  of 
this  parifh,  upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age, 
and  had  been  for  feveral  years  grievoufly 
afflidled  in  almoft  all  her  joints  and  limbs, 
but  which  at  laffc  was  confined  to  both  her 
knees.  Thefe  were  inflamed  and  fwelled 
to  that  degree,  that  fhe  was  unable  to 

Y 3 move 
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move  or  ftir  without  all  the  pains  and 
tortures  ufually  attendant  on  fuch  com- 
plaints. 

. X / 

^ - 

u Should  the  publifhing  of  the  above 

cafes  in  any  meafure  contribute  towards 
removing  the  prejudices  which  may  prevail 
againft  fo  ufeful  a difcovery,  you  are  at 
liberty  fo  to  do. 

I am,  Sir,  with  due  refpedt, 

your  very  obedient  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  DAVIES.’* 

Sherrington, 

January  zzd,  1799. 

Here  follows  the  ftatement  from  Mifs 
Gauntlett,  the  lady  mentioned  in  the 
laft  letter,  addreffed  alfo  to  Mr.  Lang- 
worthy. 

Sir, 

u Being  informed  by  my  brother,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Gauntlett,  that  you  are  de- 
firous  of  receiving  from  me  a flatement  of 
the  relief  I experienced  from  the  applica- 
tion 
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tion  of  Mr.  Perkins’s  Metallic  TraCtors, 
I will  accordingly  give  you  a brief  account 
of  the  cafe.  I cannot,  indeed,  think  of 
enumerating  all  my  complaints,  and  {fat- 
ing my  cafe  at  large,  as  that  would  be  the 
work  of  a volume,  having  laboured  under 
a complication  of  very  extraordinary  dif- 
orders  for  more  than  eight  years  ; but  of 
the  complaint,  from  which  I have  been  re- 
lieved by  the  TraCtors,  the  following  are 
the  particulars  ; 

“ In  the  beginning  of  June  1797,  in 
addition  to  my  ufual  afflictions,  I was  feized 
with  a violent  pain  in  my  fide,  and  fome 
other  complaints,  which  were  fuppol'ed  to 
be  dangerous.  About  a month  after  this 
attack,  I was  frequently  in  a ffate  of  infen- 
fibility.  In  this  fituation  liquids  were 
often  put  into  my  mouth,  wlpch  would  not 
pals  the  throat,  and  when  I became  ien- 
fible,  I found 

the  power  of  swallowing  was 

TOTALLY  LOST. 

y4 
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“ At  this  time  I was  attended  by  Mr. 
Bowle,  a Surgeon  of  Market  Lavington, 
who  applied  blitters,  eledlricity,  &c.  but 
without  any  effedh  After  continuing  in 
this  ttate  about  twelve  days,  Mr.  Bowle 
thought  of  the  expedient  of  fupporting  me 
with  liquids  through  an  elattic  tube,  put 
down  the  throat  into  the  ftomach  ; and  this 
contrivance,  1 have  reafon  to  believe,  was 
the  providential  means  of  preferving  my 
life. 

“ In  this  manner  was  I fupported  till 
June  1 79 B,  when  I was  taken  with  a vio- 
lent ficknefs.  Nature  made  many  efforts 
to  throw  off  the  offending  matter,  but  was 
for  a long  time  prevented  by  the  paralyfis 
of  the  throat.  At  length,  however,  a vo- 
miting commenced,  which  continued  for 
four  or  five  hours,  and  a large  quantity  of 
coagulated  blood  and  matter  was  thrown 
off  my  ttomach.  The  a£t  of  vomiting  in 
fome  meafure  rettored  the  power  of  adlion 
in  my  throat,  fo  that  I was  enabled,  though 

with 


( 329  ) 


with  difficulty,  that  night  and  the  next 
morning  to  fwallow  fome  fmall  quantities 
of  liquor,  without  the  ufe  of  my  tube;  but 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day  the  power  was  to- 
tally loft  again.  After  this  I had  two  or 
three  returns  of  the  power  of  fwallowing, 
fimilar  to  that  mentioned  above,  but  al- 
ways of  ffiort  duration,  fo  that  I was 
obliged  to  continue  the  ufe  of  the  tube. 
But  from  this  extraordinary  complaint, 
about  fix  weeks  lince,  I was  wonderfully 
relieved  by  the  application  of  the  Tractors. 

“ Edmund  Lambert,  Efq;  of  Boyton, 
a very  refpedtable  and  well-known  gentle- 
man and  magiftrate,  purchaied  a fet  of  the 
Tradtors,  which  he  recommended  me  to 
ufe.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Davies,  the  redtor 
of  Sherrington,  who  is  well  (killed  in  the 
theory  of  medicine,  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
apply  them.  I fubmitted  to  the  operation, 
but  with  little  expectation  or  hope  of  any 
relief.  In  about  the  fpace  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes,  I felt  a great  tingling  and 

heat 
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heat  in  my  throat,  which  was  afterwards 
followed  by  a gentle  perforation.  After 
this  tingling  and  heat,  I found  the  adfion 
of  my  throat  fo  far  recovered  as  to  be  able 
to  fwallow  the  faliva.  I then  called  for  a 
glafs  of  water,  which  I drank  without  any 
great  difficulty.  After  a few  hours  the 
power  of  fwallowing  was  again  loft,  and  in 
the  manner  already  mentioned,  was  again 
reftored  the  next  day  by  the  ufe  of  the 
Tradtors. 

“ In  lefs  than  a fortnight,  by  the  re- 
peated ufe  of.  the  Tradlors,  the  adtion  of 
my  throat  was  perfectly  reftored,  and  I 
have  been  able  to  fupport  myfelf  from  that 
time  to  the  prefent  without  the  ufe  of  my 
tube.  The  above  is  a ftatement  of  fadfs, 
and  if  you  think  them  important,  you  are 
at  liberty  to  publifh  them. 

“ I am,  Sir, 

“ Your  humble  fervant, 

“ ELIZABETH  GAUNTLETT,’ ? 

Sherrington,  near  Heytelbury, 

Wilts,  Jan.  21ft,  1799. 
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LETTER  FROM  EDMUND  LAMBERT,  ESQ. 

OF  BOYTON,  TO  MR.  LANGWORTHY. 

“ Sir, 

“ Having  been  informed  that  fome  per- 
fons  are  prejudiced  againft  the  ufe  of  Dr. 
Perkins’s  Metallic  Tradtors,  in  juftice  to 
them,ld;ate  to  you  what  I have  experienced 
of  their  efficacy.  I purchafed  a fet  of  the 
Tradlors  about  two  months  ago,  at  that 
time,  with  a view  of  immediately  lending 
them  to  my  neighbour,  the  Rev*  Mr. 
Davies,  of  Sherrington,  who  made  ufe  of 
them  with  the  defired  effedl  in  two  or  three 
cafes,  the  particulars  of  which  I underffand 
will  be  communicated  to  you.  I ffiall 
therefore  confine  myfelf  to  the  proofs  I 
have  had  of  their  efficacy  in  my  own  fa- 
mily. Befides  being  effedlual  in  removing 
in  feveral  inftances  the  tooth-ache,  there 
are  two  cafes  which  particularly  merit  no- 
tice, one  of  which  refpe&s  myfelf. 


u I have 
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u i have  been  for  many  years,  feverely 
afflidted  with 

THE  GOUT, 

and  ufually  hacl  violent  fits  of  it  every  four 
or  five  weeks.  Since,  however,  I have 
been  in  pofTeffion  of  the  Traclors,  I have 
had  nothing  like  a fevere  paroxyfm,  having 
applied  them  at  the  firft  fymptoms  of  a re- 
turn, and  found  them  effedlual  in  drawing 
off  the  inflammation  : fo  that  the  name  (x) 
which  Dr.  Perkins  has  given  them  is,  in 
my  apprehenflon,  charadleriftic  of  their  ac- 
tion, and  notion,  that  fome  ignorant  per- 
fons  have  imbibed,  of  their  repelling  the 
gout,  fully  refuted.  The  lafl:  attack 
was  about  three  weeks  fince  : I was  feized 
in  the  night  with  a violent  pain  in  my 
right  knee,  and  had  all  the  ufiual  fymptoms 
of  an  approaching  fevere  fit.  The  Trac- 
tors were  applied  three  times  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  at  evening  I had  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  find  all  my  fears  difpelled,  the 
pain  and  inflammation  being  entirely  drawn 

(x)  From  the  Latin  verb  Traho , to  draw* 

Off, 


( 333  ) 

oft,  and  nothing  remained  but  a fmall  de- 
gree of  ftiffnefs,  which  was  removed  the 
next  morning,  by  ten  minutes  ufe  of  the 
Tradors,  'and,  I thank  God,  I have  been 
perfedly  well  ever  fince. 

“ The  other  cafe  to  which  I alluded,  was 
that  of  a fervant  of  my  brother-in-law, 
Mr.  Seym  or,  of  Hanford,  Dorfet,  who, 
in  coming  to  my  houie,  had  the  misfoitune, 
by  a fall,  during  the  late  frofty  weather,  to 

BRUIZE  THE  KNEE, 

near  the  patella,  in  fuch  a manner  as 
to  produce  a great  inflammation,  and  totally 
prevent  his  walking.  Upon  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Tradors  the  inflammation 
abated,  and,  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  to 
the  man’s  great  aftonifliment,  he  was  able 
to  walk  as  well  as  ever,  and  has  had  no 
fymptoms  of  the  injury  fince,  though  his 
knee  remained  difcoloured  by  the  bruile  a 
long  time  afterwards. 

“ I have  only  to  add,  that,  in  eveiy  in- 

fiance  in  which  my  fet  of  the  1 rafters 

have 
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have  been  tried,  they  have  been  found  to 
anfwer  the  defired  end-  If  you  think  this 
letter  will  be  of  any  fervice  in  eftablifhing 
the  deferved  reputation  of  Dr.  Perkins’s 
Difcovery,  you  are  at  liberty  to  publifh  it. 

“ I um,  Sir, 

, “ your  obedient  fervant, 

“ EDMUND  LAMBERT.” 

Boyton,  near  Heytefbury , Wiltlhire, 

January  23d,  1799. 

Thefe  cafes  alone,  were  no  other  adduced, 
ought  to  fatisfy  the  moft  determined  fceptic 
of  the  efficacy  of  the  TraCt'ors.  Their  ac- 
tion, in  the  • dreadful  complaint  of  Mifs 
Gauntlett,  is  decffive.  The  Lady  “ fub- 
mitted  to  the  operation  with  little  hope  or 
expectation  of  any  relief,”  which  precludes 
the  poffibility  of  the  change  having  been  pro- 
duced by  any  influence  on  the  imagination. 

As  this  affeCtion  in  the  throat  undoubt- 
edly arifes  from  tome  conftitutional  infir- 
mities, there  is  too  much  reafon  for  appre- 
hending recurrences  of  the  fymptoms.  This 
is  rendered  the  more  probable,  as  it  feems 

to 
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to  be  of  a paralytic  nature,  which  clafs  of 
difeafes,  efpecially  when  dependant  on 

fome  conftitutional  debilities,  are,  above  all 

/ 

others,  moll:  liable  to  relapfes,  and  indeed, 
in  time,  to  become  even  unfufceptible  of  the 
powers  of  the  fame  remedies,  which,  at 
lirft,  operated  efficacioufly. 

The  circumftance  to  which  Mr.  Lam- 
bert alludes,  refpediing  the  falfe  opinion 
of  fome  perfons,  that  the  gout  may  be  re- 
pelled by  the  Tradlors,  affords  an  inftance 
of  the  mean  artifices  employed  to  difcredit 
them.  So  fuccefsfully,  indeed,  has  this 
ifory  been  propagated,  that  the  Editor  has 
feveral  times  had  occafion  to  anfwer  queries 
on  this  fubjedl  from  his  correfpondents  in 
the  country,  many  of  whom  were  deterred 
from  ufingthem  in  the  gout,  from  appre- 
hension that  their  effedls  would  be  injurious. 
Determined  oppofers  feldom  yield  a contro- 
verfy  for  want  of  refources  with  which  to 
combat.  Firff,  it  is  declared  that  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Tradlors  is  totally  nugatory, 
and  that  what  is  afferted  of  their  efficacy  is 

unfounded : 
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Unfounded  : This  portion  being  proved  to 
be  falfe  on  experiment,  it  is  next  alledged, 
by  the  fame  perfons,  that  their  effedts  are 
deleterious , and,  of  courfe,  fhould  not  be 
employed  ! 

On  this  fubjedt  I fhall  merely  obferve, 
I have  never  feen  or  heard  of  an  inftance 
in  which  harm  accrued  from  their  applica- 
tion in  the  gout.  The  circumftance,  which 
mufh  have  been  obferved  by  every  perfon 
who  pradtifcs  with  them,  of  the  pain  follow- 
ing the  courfe  of  the  inftruments,  as  they 
are  drawn  towards  the  extremity,  alone 
proves  their  at  trailing  influence.  It  is  al- 
ways proper  to  avoid  expoling  any  part, 
and  elpecially  thofe  affedled  with  the  gout, 
during  the  application,  to  a cold  atmo- 
fphere,  as  a metajlatis , or  a transferring  of 
the  difeafe  from  one  part  to  another,  may 
thus  Very  eafily  be  produced.  From  not 
paying  due  attention  to  this  caution,  injury 
may  have  arifen,  and  improperly  attributed 
to  the  Tradtors. 
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APPENDIX.  (No.  II.) 


AFTER  the  preceding  pages  were 
printed  off,  the  Editor,  by  accident,  read 
the  following  Title-page  of  a Tradt,  pub- 
lifhed  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Wilkinson,  Surgeon, 
Adminiflerer  and  Pradlifer  in  Eledtricity  j 
— “ The  EffeCis  of  Electricity  in  Paralytic 
and  Rheumatic  A ffe Chons,  Gutta  Serena , 
Leafnefs , Indurations  of  the  Liver , Dropfy , 
Chlorofis , and  many  Female  Complaints , &c. 
Illuflrated  with  a Variety  of  Cafes  which 
have  occurred  at  the  Medico-EleCtrical 
Rooms , No.  io,  Leicefer-ftreet , Leicefer - 
fquare . To  which  are  added , fome  Obferva - 
Lr’tfy'Zi'  the  Inejfcacy  of  Metallic  TraClorsT 

After  adducing  thus  much  of  the  Title- 
page,  no  apology  for  briefly  adverting  to 

Z this 
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this  publication  can  here  be  required  i 
And  fil'd:,  to  {hew  the  reader  how  the 
a inefficacy  of  Metallic  Tradlors”  is  here 
proved,  the  contents  of  the  work  {hall  briefly 
be  given.  The  author  commences  by  ad- 
vertifng  the  public  of  his  having  “ ftted 
up,  at  No.  io,  Leiceder-flreet,  Leicefter- 
fquare,  an  appropriate  and  extenfve  appa- 
ratus ; and,  to  accommodate  thofe  who 
prefer  the  adminifration  of  eledlricity  at 
their  own  houfes,  Mr.  W.  has  arranged  a 
number  of  portable  eledlric  machines, 
which  he  equally  fuperintends.  Terms 
for  attendance.;  to  be  eledlrified  every  day 
at  the  Medico-Eledlrical  Rooms,  one  gui- 
nea per  week  ; to  be  accommodated  with 
an  apparatus  at  their  own  houfes,  and 
there  attended  daily,  two  guineas  per 
week.” 

v 

To  thefe  fucceed,  after  the  Preface,  the 

variety  of  cafesf  which  amount  to 
twelve  in  number  ! as  follows  : Two  of 
Hemiplegia,  the  firft  patient  cured  in  two 

months. 
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months,  and  the  fecond  much  benefited  ; 
one  of  Gutta  Serena*  nearly  cured  in  five 
weeks ; two  Scrofulous  Tumours,  the 
firfh  cured  in  a month,  and  the  fecond  in 

fix  weeks ; one  of  Menorrhoea ; one  of 

/ 

Paralyfis  of  the  Bladder,  cured  in  fix 
weeks  ; one  of  the  Paralyfis  of  the  Vefi- 
culae  Seminales,  cured  in  a fortnight ; two 
of  the  Enlargement  of  the  Teftes,  the  firfi: 
cured  in  a month,  and  the  fecond,  after 
having  eledlricity  applied  two  months, 
“ from  further  perfeverance  it  is  probable 
he  might  have  been  cured  ;**  two  of  Rheu- 
matifm,  the  firft  cured  in  nine  weeks,  and 
the  fecond  in  a few  days.  In  many  of  the 
above  cafes,  it  is  proper  to  add,  that  medi- 
cines were  at  the  time  adminiffered,  and 
that  eledlricity  was  ufed  daily* 

After  this  “ variety' * of  proofs  of  the 
efficacy  of  ele&ricity,  and  fome  obfervations 
on  the  cafes,  follows  a brief  account  of 
the  Difcovery  of  Galvini,  and  the  fubfe- 
quent  improvements  by  others ; the  author 

Z a then 
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then  concludes,  by  devoting  a page  to 
proving  the  meficacy  of  the  Metallic  T rac- 
tors,  which  is  done  as  follows : 

“ Dr.  Perkins  feems  to  fuppofe,  that 
in  the  human  frame  there  may  be  local 
exceffes  of  eledlricity : fuch  an  hypothelis 
requires  many  proofs  to  its  fupport.  Even 
allowing  this,  the  metals  thus  combined 
pofiefs  no  power  of  equalization,  they  pro- 
duce no  alteration  in  the  flate  of  eleftricitv 

j 

in  the  animal  frame ; the  whole  change 
which  is  induced  is  between  themfelves. 
Metals,  as  already  obferved,  applied  to  the 
fkin,  have  no  influence.  If  then  the  gentle 
irritation  of  thefe  Tra&ors  is  any  ways 
beneficial,  it  muff  either  be  by  a61ing 
on  the  imagination  of  the  patient,  or  by 
the  pleafing  mechanical  ftimulus.  Dr. 

allured  a medical  focietv  in  town,  by 

the  requeft  of  Dr.  Perkins,  he  tried  the 
Tra&ors  on  a poor  woman,  who  com- 
plained of  pains  in  both  arms ; he  applied 
the  Tra&ors  to  one  arm;  die  'felt  herfel-f 
. . immediately 
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immediately  relieved.  To  afcertain  whe- 
ther the  relief  was  dependant  on  this,  he 
drew  a ’wooden  (kewer  over  the  other  arm  ; 
the  woman  experienced  fimilar  relief, 
which  demondrates  that  it  no  ways  de- 
pended on  any  peculiar  properties  of  the 
Tradors  ! I have  tried  them  frequently 
on  thofe  whofe  minds  were  not  fo  eafily 
worked  upon,  and  have  never  perceived 
• the  lead  effed.  I prepared  Tradors  of  tin, 
zinc,  copper,  and  brafs,  in  every  propor- 
tion ; have  never  found  this  to  produce 
any  other  effeds  than  what  might  be  pro- 
cured by  a common  nail.” 

I mud  now  be  indulged  in  one  or  two 
remarks.  In  the  fird  place,  receding 
what  the  writer  is  pleafed  to  call  Dr.  Per- 
kins’s opinion  of  the  # local  excefs”  of 
eledricity,  I beg  leave  to  date,  that  no 
opinion  whatever  of  Dr.  Perkins’s  has 
ever  been  publidied  on  that  fubjed.  In 
my  former  Trad  [fee  Itijluence  of  Metallic 
'Traftors,  pages  83  & 84]  this  circumdance 
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was  exprcfsly  and  particularly  mentioned  : 
“ It  is  a favourite  maxim  with  Dr.  P.  that 
the  judicious  phyfician  leaves  the  flowery 
path  of  peculation,  for  the  more  arduous 
one  of  experiment  and,  from  a convic- 
tion of  the  delufive  tendency  of  theories, 
“ he  has  hitherto  forborne  publifhing  his 
ideas  relative  to  the  caufes  of  the  phoeno- 
mena  produced  by  the  Metallic  Influence.’* 
That  many  others,  however,  of  high  autho- 
rity, have  adopted  this  mode  of  explaining 
the  effects  produced,  is  a fact;  and  they 
have  not  done  fo  without  adducing  weighty 
arguments  in  its  fupport. 

The  Electrician,  when  committing  his 
remarks  to  paper,  was  perhaps  not  apprifed 
of  the  fentiments  entertained  by  thofe  lite- 
rary men  who  have  impartially  examined 
this  practice,  or,  it  fhould  feem,  this  de- 
claration of  the  iC  want  of  proof'  would  have 
been  made  with  lefs  pofitivenefs.  In  the 
early  part  of  this  book  will  be  feen  the  opi- 
nions of  characters,  to  whofe  researches  and 

invefti- 
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inveftigations  the  world  is  indebted  for  a 
part  of  what  little  is  at  prefent  known  of 
the  laws  and  properties  of  Eledtricity,  and 
whofe  names  (x)  and  difcoveries  have  not 
pa(Ted  unnoticed,  even  bv  this  writer  him- 
felf.  Thefe  men,  Ele&ricians  for  fame, 
but  not  for  profit,  declare,  that  “ the  opera- 
tion of  the  Tradlors  may  be  explained  on 
the  principle  of  Eledtricity that  u the 
Difcovery  is  of  importance  to  the  healing 
art,  and  merits  the  thorough  attention  of 
phyliologifts.” — [See  page  73  of  this  booh.] 

Next,  u that  metals  applied  to  the  Ikin 
(in  a ftate  of  health,  I fuppofe,  is  here 
meant)  have  no  influence/’  is,  in  truth,  a 

(x)  Mr.  W.  has  quoted  the  following  from  Profefior 
Abildgaard,  whofe  theory  on  the  Traitors  will  be 
feen  in  page  38  of  this  work  : K Dr.  Abildgaard  has 
(hewn,  by  repeated  experiments,  the  confequences  of 
fending  (hocks  through  the  head  ; in  thofe  cafes,  he  en- 
deavoured again  to  roufe  the  vital  powers  by  fending 
(lighter  (hocks  in  the  fame  direction,  yet  without  effeit ; 
but  immediately  the  animal  was  reftored,  by  paffing 
(hocks  from  the  fternum  to  the  vertebne. ” 
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fubflantial  argument  in  favour  of  their 
having  a fpecific  operation  in  difeafes,  for 
in  a difeafed  ffate  of  the  fkin  an  effedt  is 
produced  ; for  proofs  of  which,  fee  at  leaf! 
fifty  cafes,  in  the  preceding  pages,  of  the 
removal  of  inflammations  of  the  fkin,  and 
fo  rapidly  too,  in  many  inffances,  as  to  ren- 
der the  change  evident  to  the  by-ftanders. 
But  now,  fee  what  is  offered  as  an  inference 
from  the  above : — “ If,  then,  the  gentle 
irritation  of  thefe  Tradtors  is  any  ways 
beneficial,  muff  either  be  by  adling  on  the 
imagination  of  the  patient,  or  by  the 
pleafmg  mechanical  Jhmulus After  what 
has  been  lhewn  of  the  effedls  of  the  Trac- 
tors on  horfes,  it  is  unneceffavy  to  notice 
the  former  of  thefe  explanations  ; and  of 
the  latter,  which  feems  to  be  employed  as 
a corps  de  referve , I beg  leave  to  be  inform- 
ed, what  pleaftng  mechanical  irritation  is 
there  to  be  found,  in  drawing  the  Jharp 
points  of  the  T radlors  over  a tender  burn  ? 
Or,  which  is  more  to  the  purpofe,  what 
mechanical  irritation  was  there  in  the  ex- 
* periments 
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periments  of  Profeffor  Abildgaard,  who 
unequivocally  proved  their  action  on  perfons 
blindfolded,  and  gave  relief,  without  the 
Traftors  coming  into  contact  with  the  part? 

Refpefling  what  has  been  faid  to  have 
been  reported  to  a medical  fociety  in  town, 
and  of  the  Tra6tors  being  “ applied  by  re- 
queft  of  Dr.  Perkins,”  I muff  obferve  (if 
I am  the  Dr.  Perkins  alluded  to)  I have 
no  knowledge  whatever  of  the  cafe  ; nor 
do  I believe  I have  ever  heard  a word  on 
the  fubjeft.  It  is  not  meant  by  this  decla- 
ration to  arraign  the  veracity  of  any  perfon, 
but  we  muft  fuppofe  fome  miftake  was 

/ 

here  unintentionally  committed.  It  is  a 
pity  the  final  refult  of  this  experiment  is 
not  mentioned,  and  that  the  cafe  is  not  re- 
ported like  thofe  in  the  preceding  pages, 
which  flate  whether  and  when  the  cure  was 
performed.  It  would  have  been  gratifying 
to  thofe  who  wifh  to  afcertain  the  merits 
of  this  Difcovery,  to  know  how  this  “ poor 
woman  j”  complaint  progreffed.  Are  we 

to 
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conclude  that  fhe  was  “ relieved **  for  only 
half  an  hour,  for  a day,  or  that  fhe  was 
quite  cured  ? or,  are  we  to  fuppofe  that 
one  arm  recovered  much  fooner  than  the 
other  ? I have  had  occafion,  more  than 
once,  in  this  work,  to  mention  the  fallacy 
of  all  experiments  where  no  ocular  proofs 
of  the  difeafe  exifts,  efpecially  on  patients 
of  that  defcription  ; and  I fhall  ever  here- 
after regard  and  treat  fimilar  cafes  as  un- 
worthy of  notice,  and  irrelevant  to  the 
fubjedt.  A profeffor  of  animal  magnet- 
ifm  would  make  nine  out  of  ten  of  this 
clafs  of  people  • acknowledge  relief,  with- 
out ufing  either  Skewers  or  Tractors, 

In  reply  to  the  laft  paragraph,  with 
which  Mr.  W.  rounds  off  his  observations 
on  the  inefficacy  of  Metallic  Tradtors,  I 
have  only  to  requeft  the  reader  will  con- 
front his  folitary  refults  with  thofe  of  about 
two  hundred  others,  which  appear  in  the 
foregoing  pages,  and  with  the  thoufand 

fimilar 
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fimilar  cafes,  which  might  be  adduced,  if 
neceffary. 

As  the  arguments  of  many  againff:  this 
Practice,  like  thofe  we  are  fpeaking  of,  are 
often  founded  upon  objedlions  to  the  theory , 
(which,  however,  the  Difcoverer  never  ad- 
vanced) it  is  proper  here  to  obferve,  that 
the  Editor,  as  its  advocate,  fhall  never 
throw  the  gauntlet  in  fo  indecifive  and  un- 
produdtive  a contefh  He  hopes  never  to 
be  claffed  with  thofe  fpeculators,  whofe 
mad  fchemes  and  vifionary  flights  have 
done  incalculable  mifchief  to  the  caufe  of 
true  and  genuine  philofophy.  His  purfiiits 
are  plain  facts  ; articles  more  J'ubfantial  in 
their  nature,  and  nfefal  in  their  tendency. 

I fhall  not,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  a modern 
medical  controverfy,  return  the  affault,  by 
endeavouring  to  detract  from  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  Pra&ice  which  Mr.  W.  pro- 
fefiionally  employs,  and  affert  that  Ele&ri- 
city  has  acquired  a reputation  yndeferved 

and 
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and  unfounded ; nor  fliall  I enlarge  upon 
the  conclufive  evidence  which  might  be  ad- 
duced, that,  if  the  imagination  has  fuch 
mighty  power  in  curing  difeafes,  that  Prac- 
tice, which  holds  up  to  the  patient's  view, 
and  even  attacks  him  with  the  thunder 
and  lightning  of  an  eledtrical  apparatus, 
is  of  all  others  the  mod:  eminently  calcu- 
lated to  call  this  power  into  a&ion.  Nor 
fhall  I dwell  on  the  correfrnefs  of  the  mo- 
tives which  muff  have  influenced  the 
Ele&rifier  in  adopting  that  monopolizing 
fnode  of  inveftigating  this  fubjeft,  and  (un- 
like what  one  would  have  fuppofed  a real 
philofopher,  who  had  truth  in  purfiiit, 
would  have  done)  avoiding  conferring  with 
me,  defiring  any  information  or  afliftance 
in  carrying  on  the  enquiry.  The  readi- 
nefs  which  I have  ever  exprefled,  both  in 
my  publications  and  converfation,  to  afford 
every  afliftance  in  my  power  to  any  man, 
ferioufly  and  candidly  difpofed  to  afcertain 
the  merits  of  this  Difcovery,  and  my  ear- 
ned: wifh  to  be  prefent  at  any  experiments 
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made  for  that  purpofe,  it  fhould  feem, 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  have  infured 
me  an  invitation  to  have  witneffed  thefe 
lingular  refults ; and  yet,  although  the 
diftance  between  our  houfes  is  but  a few 
yards,  not  even  a bint  of  thefe  proceedings 
was  known  to  me,  until  the  title-page  of 
the  book  was  accidentally  prefented  to  my 
view,  two  months  after  its  publication. 

Many  of  the  difeafes  in  which  Mr.  W. 
adminifters  eledlricity  at  his  rooms,  it  will 
be  obierved,  are  of  the  fame  clafs  to  which 
I apply  the  Tra&ors  at  mine ; and  as  we 
are  near  neighbours,  it  may  well  be  con- 
ceived that  the  fame  patients  have  poffibly 
attended  us  both.  This,  indeed,  is  the 
fa6t;  and  the  circumftance  has  often  afford- 
ed me  the  pleafure  of  curing,  in  the  courfe 
of  a few  days,  the  complaints  of  feveral, 
who  had  tried  ele&ricity  for  months  with- 
out benefit. 

Thefe  remarks  on  Mr.  Wilkinson’s 
“ Obfervations,  &c.”  have  been  extended 

further 
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further  than  was  at  fird  propofed  ; but  the 
Editor  has  been  induced  to  dwell  lon£er  on 
the  fubjefl,  from  an  earned:  wifh  that 
thofe  who  are  in  the  purfuit  of  the  truthi 
and  who  are  de/irous  of  afcertainins:  the 
real  merits  of  this  Pradlice*  fhould  be  ap- 
prifed  of  fuch  necedary  hints  as  would 
enable  them  to  appreciate  properly  thofe 
reports  that  are  indudrioufly  circulated, 
by  uninformed,  and,  in  fome  indances 
perhaps,  defjgning  and  intereded  perfbns, 
againd  this  Difcovery.  Other  proceedings 
* on  this  PradHce,  dmilar  to  thofe  here  ad- 
duced, have  come  to  the  Editor’s  know- 
ledge, and  though  he  does  not  know  of 
their  having  found  their  way  into  print, 
yet  they  have  been  circulated  with  that 
avidity  in  converfation  (a  mode  more  fa- 
vourable for  individual  embelUJhing)  which 
has  rendered  any  other  manner  of  pub- 
lication unneceffary. 

The  Editor  is  fenlible  that  the  cenfure 
and  language  he  has  been  obliged  to  em- 

ploy. 
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ploy,  in  feveral  parts  of  this  work,  but 
which  it  was  both  his  duty  to  himfelf  and 
the  world  to  comply  with,  will  expofe  him 
to  hofls  of  affailants.  Pie  is  but  a Tyro  in 
the  field  of  compofition  ; and,  therefore, 
were  the  decilion  or  the  controverfy  de- 
pendant on  the  ability  and  fkill  of  thofe 
who  may  engage  in  it,  he  would  fhrink 
from  the  vain  attempt  of  withflanding  fo 
unequal  a contefL  For  fupport  and  pro- 
tection he  relies  on  the  juftice  of  his  caufe. 
As  this  has  generally  prevailed  in  other 
cafes,  he  feels  a perfeCt  wiljingnefs  in  thus 
refting  the  fubjeCI.  If  difeafes  are  really  re- 
moved, as  thofe  perfons  who  have  pra&ifed 
extenfively  with  the  TraCtors  declare,  it 
Ihould  feem  there  would  be  but  little  doubt 
of  their  being  generally  adopted ; but  if  the 
numerous  reports  of  their  efficacy  which 
have  been  publiffied  are  forgeries,  or  are 
unfounded,  the  Pra&ice  ought  foon  to  be 
cruffied. 
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APPENDIX.  (No.  III.) 


THE  fubje£t  of  this  Appendix  may, 
perhaps,  be  regarded  in  that  light,  by  many 
of  my  friends  and  acquaintances,  which  will 
induce  them  to  cenfure  me  for  bellowing 
on  it  the  leaf!  notice. — It  muff,  however, 
be  briefly  adverted  to. 

Juft  as  this  work  was  about  coming  from 
the  hands  of  the  Printer,  I was  favoured 
with  the  view  of  a book,  entitled,  46  Lec- 
tures on  Diet  and  Regimen ,”  addrefied  to 
mothers  and  guardians — by  Dr.  Wil- 
U^ch  *,  a native  of  Germany,  and  now 
refident  in  London. — In  the  table  of  con- 
tents I obferved  the  following  notable 
words  : Perkins'' s Metallic  Lradlors  ex- 

* This  perfon  is  an  afliftant  conductor  of  a Medical 
Journal  in  London. 
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ploded,  pages  144  and  145.” — On  adverting 
to  thefe  pages,  where  one  might  expedt  to 
fee  this  proportion  proved,  Reader,  be- 
hold, the  de  monfir  at  io?i  III 

66  The  holds  of  empirics  and  mounte- 
banks to  be  found  in  our  great  cities,  arid 
the  tindtures,  effences,  and  balms  of  life, 
fo  much  in  vogue  with  even  the  polifhed 
daffies,  the  celeffiial  beds,  the  enchanting 
magnetic  powers  lately  introduced  into 
this  country  by  Mefmer  and  his  numerous 
difciples  ; the  prevailing  indifference  to  all 
dietetic  precepts  ; the  lingular  impositions 
pradlifed  on  many  females,  in  purfuading 
them  to  wear  the  inert  acroamatic  belts ; 
the  firange  infatuation  of  the  opulent  to  pay 
five  guineas  for  a pair  of  Metallic  T'radtors, 
not  worth  Jixpence  ; the  tables  for  blood- 
letting, and  other  abfurdities,  fill  inferted 
in  popular  almanacks,  Sufficiently  evince 
that  this  is  far  from  being  the  “ Age  of 
Reafon 

To  the  words  Metallic  'Tradlors  a note  is 
adduced,  in  the  margin,  prefenting  a charac- 
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ter  of  this  Difcovery,  from  the  Monthly 
Reviezv , the  falfe  quotation,  &c.  of  which, 
we  have  already  had  occafion  to  notice, 
[fee  page  296  of  this  book]  and  which  at- 
tack upon  this  pradice,  from  its  kindred 
nature  to  what  is  here  exhibited,  it  is  not 
improbable,  was  written  by  the  fame  au- 
thor ! 

I hope  none  will  be  found  fo  egregioufly 
miftaken,  as  to  fuppofe  me  fo  loft  to  a 
fenfe  of  my  own  dignity,  and  a refped  for 
many  worthy  characters  (among  whom 
it  muft  be  known  Royalty  and  literary 
me?i  of  high  fanding  are  here  equally  l];] alli- 
ed with  the  daring  charge  of  “ infatuation' ) 
as  to  condefcend  to  enter  into  any  difcuf- 
fon  with  the  author  of  this  ungentleman- 
like and  unfounded  attack. 

This  unwarrantable  mode  of  offering 
afertion  for  proof  fo  unauthorifed  and  even 
unprecedented,  except  in  the  condemnation 
of  a Galileo,  the  perfecution  of  a Coperni- 
cus, and  a few  other  ads  of  inquifitional  au- 
4 thority, 
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thority,  in  the  times  of  ignorance  and 
luperftition,  affords  but  a lamentable  in- 
ftance  indeed  of  the  corredlnefs  of  one  of 
his  remarks,  viz.  that,  “ this  is  far  from 
being  the  Age  of  ReafonA 

The  motives,  which  muff  have  impelled 
to  this  attempt  at  claffing  the  Metallic 
Practice  with  the  mod:  paltry  of  empirical 
projedls,  are  but  too  thinly  veiled  to  efcape 
dete&ion. 
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TO  THE 

CASES  in  the  preceding  Pages,  in  which  the 
Metallic  Practice  has  been  employed  with 
Advantage. 


A nkle,  painful  fwelling  in  the,  page  175,  246. 

Burns  and  fcalds,  109,  161,  175. 

Contractions,  156,  257. 

Contuflons,  147,  152,  162,  174,  181,  194,  333. 

Epilepfy,  68,  170. 

Eruptions  and  inflammations  of  the  fkin,  67,  117,  u8 
2i!>255. 

Eryfipelatous  inflammations,  61,  137,  142,  170,  182,  189. 
Eyes,  affedions  of  the,  67,  131,  139,  159,  l7o,  177,  i9o, 
257. 

Face,  pains  in  the,  137,  170,  257. 

Gnat, "bite  of,  153. 

Gonorrhoea,  ftrangury  from,  59. 

Gouty  affections,  ir,  19,  22,  24,  36,  53,  55,  57,  60,  151, 

305,  223,  255,  257,  332- 

Hand, 


INDEX  to  the  CASES. 


Hand,  periodical  pain  in  the,  page  173. 

Head,  pains  in  the,  12,  15,  20,  33,  45,  48,  53,  II 5,  Iig* 
122,  151,  153,  197,  235,  257,  324. 

Heels,  painful  and  inflamed,  145. 

\ 

Inflammatory  tumors,  248,  249. 

Kidneys,  pain  in  the  vicinity  of  the,  187. 

Liver,  pain  in  the  region  of  the,  185, 186* 

Neck,  pain  in  the,  59, 

Numbnefs,  138,  193. 

Paralytic  affeCtion,  141,  324,  327. 

Phlegmon,  or  boil,  89,  136. 

Rheumatic  affections,  including  acute  and  chronic,  lum- 
bago, fciatica,  Sic.  12,  16,27,  35,  37,  48,  51,  55,  65, 
104,  105,  106,  108,  in,  115,  116,  118,  153,  158, 
167,  170,  191,  205,  207,211,226,  234,235,  239,240, 
243,  244,  255,  257,  325. 

Side,  pains  in  the,  114,  255. 

Spafmodic  affections,  144. 

Sprains,  121,  159,  165,  174. 

Sting  of  a wafp,  138,  140. 

Strangury,  170. 

Stomach,  pains  in  the,  248. 

Throat,  inflammations  of  the,  109,  113,  146,  170,  191. 
Tooth-ache,  35,  165,  1 70,  324,  331. 

Whitlow,  1 1 7. 

CASES 
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CASES  in  which  the  Tractors  have  been  tried 

I V ' 

on  Horses. 


Contufions,  page  265,  279. 

Eyes,  affections  of  the,  270,  280. 

Eyes,  wound  in  the,  from  a whip,  271. 

Inflammation  of  the  ankles  and  feet,  278. 

/ 

Sprain  and  contufion  in  the  gambrels,  264. 
Sprain  in  the  back  flnews,  271. 

Sprain  in  the  pattern,  260. 

Tendon  punCtured,  272. 

Udder  of  Sheep,  inflammation  of,  274. 
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matory Difeafes,  fuch  as 
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